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BEFORE    IT  J  IS    TOO  LATE! 

Advertisers  should  send  their  instructions  "for  advertise- 
ments in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  18997to 
■the  Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  beforej 

Friday,  November  4. 
That  is  the  last  day  on  which  the  Publisher  can  receive 
advertisements  for  the  Diary.  We  cannot  take  them  after 
that,  because  the  Diary  has  to  be  printed,  and  the  first  few 
thousand  copies  bound,  packed,  and  sent  to  our  extra 
European  subscribers  within  ten  days  of^the  closing  day. 
We  have  subscribers  in  outlandish  places,  and  we  like  them 
to  have  the  Diary  by  the  New  Year ;  but  even  the  busier 
parts  of  Australasia,  India,  South  America,  and  South 
Africa  are  from  four  to  six  weeks  distant  from  us,  and  there 
are  splendid  buyers  there  who  are  waiting  for  the  Diary 
and  who  will  fill  indents  from  it. 

Advertisers  Should  not  Miss  the  Chance 
•of  putting  their  announcements  before  these  buyers.  The 
Diary  is  used  every  day  of  the  year  in  thousands  of'  phar- 
macies at  home  and  abroad,  so  that  the  cost  of  advertising 
in  it  is  a  mere  trifle  compared  to  the  possible  results ;  but 
the  riches  of  the  Rothschilds  could  not  secure  a  page  in  the 
Diary  after  it  is  printed.  Moral :  Take  space  before  Friday 
November  4. 


Summary 


Mr.  Parry  communicates  fresh  particulars  of  Western, 
Australian  sandalwood  oils  (p.  708). 

An  Asiatic-plague  Investigator  and  his  attendant 
have  died  in  Vienna  from  the  disease  (p.  707). 

Mr.  Reid  states  objections  to  the  term  "craft  "  as  applied 
to  pharmacy  (p.  717),  and  we  comment  on  the  subject 
(p.  704). 

The  P.A.T.A.  Scheme  has  been  submitted  to  a  meeting 
of  manufacturers  of  grocers'  goods,  bv  whom  it  was  received 
with  favour  (p.  690). 

A  Serious  Fire  at  Messrs.  Schutze's  drug-sundries'  ware- 
house is  reported.  Among  the  damage  is  reckoned  300/. 
worth  of  labels  (p.  690). 

Ms.  Otto  Hehxer  finds  all  the  drugs  pure  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  reports  that  adulteration  of  drugs  has  almost 
ceased  in  the  Island  (p.  690). 

Letters  on  the  Minor  begin  on  p.  718.  Candidates 
complain,  but  two  strong  letters  against  them  and  in  favour 
of , the  examiners  are  in  the  lot. 

A  Surgeon"-Major  of  Volunteers  invites  chemists'  assis- 
tants in  Surrey  to  learn  first-aid  surgery  by  enrolling  them- 
selves in  his  regiment  (p.  717). 

Turning  one's  business  into  a  limited  company  does  not 
necessarily  overcome  financial  difficulties.  So  a  chemist  has 
shown  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court  (p.  697). 

A  British  Chemist,  who  has  been  two  years  in  New 
Zealand,  sends  us  his  impressions  of  that  colony  from  a 
pharmaceutical  point  of  view  (p.  721). 

It  was  an  Irish  chemist  this  week  whose  windows  were 
smashed.  The  smasher  did  it  as  a  protest  against  the 
employment  of  an  English  shop-fitter  (p.  692). 

Our  Special  Commissioner  in  Canada  sends  ns  some 
notes  on  pharmacy  in  New  Brunswick,  which  show  the  law 
in|force  there,  and  indicate  opportunities  for  trade  (p.  702). 

The  B.P.  standard  for  opium  has  been  lowered  to  7V  per 
cent,  anhydrous  morphine.  We  show  in  articles  on  \>~.  705 
that  genuine  opium  to  meet  this  standard  is  not  produced  in 
Turkey  or  Persia. 

An  Irish  Pharmacy  Acts  prosecution  against  a 
limited  company  has  been  dismissed  by  the  Magistrate,  who 
saw  no  reason  for  interfering  with  the  House  of  Lords 
decision  (p.  696). 

Mr.  Beecham's  Manager  has  read  a  paper  to  the  Dews- 
bury  Chemists'  Association  in  which  he  defends  his  firm  in 
regard  to  cut  prices,  and  gives  reasons  why  he  cannot  join 
the  P.A.T.A.  (p.  711). 

A  New  Zealand  buyer  tells  how  much  better  he  can  buy 
in  Germany  or  America  than  in  England,  and  two  correspon- 
dents send  us  complaints  of  the  dilatoriness  of  photographic- 
sundries  houses  (p.  718). 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  has  completed  his  "  Commercial  Organic 
Analysis,''  and  we  take  the  opportunity  of  giving  some  par- 
ticulars about  the  preparation  of  the  work,  accompanied  by 
a  portrait  of  the  author  (p.  700). 

Business  has  been  quiet  in  the  produce-market  this  week, 
Ergot  still  advances  in  price,  potassium  permanganate  still 
wobbles,  and  mercurials  are  to  be  cheaper  on  November  1. 
The  drug-auctions  are  reported  on  p.  700. 

A  New  Pharmacy  Ordinance  has  come  into  force  in 
Gibraltar.  It  restricts  to  persons  registered  under  it  the 
dispensing  of  medicines.  British  subjects  qualified  under  the 
"Imperial"  Pharmacy  Act  are  entitled  to  registration  (p.  705). 

The  Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association 
makes  good  progress  and  has  commenced  a  new  session 
(p.  713).  Mr.  Morley  Taylor  has  lectured  to  London 
assistants  on  vegetable  secretions,  and  Mr.  Selby.  the 
President  of  the  Midland  Assistants'  Association,  urges  the 
Assistants'  Union  to  take  up  the  question  of  long  shop-hours 
(o.  714). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Bermondsey  Meat-extract  Cases. 

In  connection  with  these  cases,  particulars  of  which  were 
given  in  our  issues  of  September  3  (page  392)  and  October  15 
(page  619),  the  summonses  against  Alfred  Ashley  and  Charles 
Sureties  came  on  for  hearirjg  at  Southwark  Police  Court  on 
October  20.  Ashley  was  charged  with  being  the  vendor  of 
forty-four  barrels  of  putrid  livers  for  use  in  the  manufacture 
of  extract  of  meat,  soups,  and  other  table- delicacies,  and 
after  evidence  had  been  given  he  was  fined  25Z.  and  five 
guineas  costs,  or  three  months'  hard  labour. 

Charles  Sureties,  otherwise  "Dr."  Sureties,  described  as 
an  "  extract-blender,"  waT.  charged  with  having  thirty-four 
barrels  of  putrid  livers  in  his  possession.  Defendant  did 
not  appear,  and  a  medical  certificate  was  put  in  stating  that 
it  would  be  dangerously  exciting  for  him  to  attend  court  as 
he  was  subject  to  epileptic  fits.  Evidence  similar  to  that 
given  in  the  previous  cases  was  tendered.  A  young  work- 
man employed  by  defendant  stated  that  defendant  and 
himself  were  engaged  together  in  making  extract  from 
stinking  livers,  and  a  carman  said  he  conveyed  h  ton 
of  defendant's  extract  to  the  premises  of  Valentine  &  Co  , 
provision-merchants,  64  Tooley  Street.  The  Magistrate  said 
he  believed  the  defendant  was  purposely  keeping  away  fiom 
the  court,  and  fined  him  40Z.  and  five  guineas  costs,  or  three 
months'  hard  labour. 

With  reference  to  the  allegation  of  the  carman  in  the 
latter  case,  Messrs.  Valentine  &  Co.,  of  64  Tooley  Street, 
explain  that  the  extract  mentioned  was  sent  to  their  pre- 
mises without  their  consent  and  against  their  wish,  and 
was  removed  intact  in  a  few  days  by  their  instructions. 

Alleged  Fraud. 

The  young  woman,  Mary  Ellen  Jackson,  who  was  last 
week  remanded  at  Lancaster  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money 
by  false  pretences  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Cuthbert,  chemist  and 
druggist,  on  October  1,  was  again  brought  up  at  the  police 
court  on  October  20.  Further  evidence  having  been  given 
prisoner  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  assizes. 

Charges  of  Stealing. 

At  the  Guildhall,  on  October  25,  Wm.  Locker,  John  Doyle, 
and  Christian  Schroder  were  charged,  the  first  two  with 
stealing  fancy  soaps,  scents,  fancy  bottles,  bandages,  &c,  the 
property  of  their  employers,  Messrs.  Sparkes,  Treharne  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists'  sundrymen,  of  Creechurch  Lane,  and 
Schroder  with  receiving  the  same,  well  knowing  it  to  have 
been  stolen.  This  case  was  a  remand  from  last  week, 
prisoners  being  out  on  bail.  It  was  now  stated  that  Locker 
had  confessed  to  Mr.  Sparkes  that  be  had  stolen  a  pair  of 
midwifery-forceps,  which  were  found  in  Schroder's  house  by 
the  police.  Mr.  Harold  E.  Sparkes,  the  prosecutor,  said 
Locker  had  been  in  his  service  for  fifteen  years,  and  he  had 
always  found  him  absolutely  honest,  and  in  spite  of  this 
prosecution  he  would  take  both  Locker  and  Doyle  back.  All 
three  prisoners  were  thereupon  discharged. 

The  Diachylon-pill  Case. 

At  Leicester  Sessions,  on  October  20,  Sarah  Hands  was 
indicted  for  wilfully  supplying  certain  pills  to  Mary  Ann 
Carter,  with  intent  to  procure  miscarriage,  and  with  supply- 
ing noxious  pills  to  Rose  Burgess  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
child  of  the  woman  Carter  died  from  marasmus  arising 
from  lead-poisoning,  and  at  the  inquest  (see  C.  <5'  July  2, 
page  3)  it  transpired  that  the  mother  had  been  supplied  by 
accused  with  a  number  of  pills  which,  on  analysis,  were 
found  to  contain  oleate  of  lead.  On  accused's  house  being 
searched  320  pills  were  found,  together  with  a  number  of 
advertising-handbills  and  a  prescription.  Accused  now 
stated  in  evidence  that  she  had  been  making  the  pills  for 
some  years.  They  were  made  from  her  formula  by  Mr.  Wand, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Leicester.  She  had  never  knowingly 
sold  pills  made  of  diachylon  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
abortion.    Mr.  Arthur  Wellings,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  in 


the  employ  of  Mr.  Wand,  stated  that  the  pills  supplied  to  the 
accused  contained  aloes,  and  were  harmless  pills  for  female 
irregularities.  The  jury,  after  a  long  consultation,  discharged 
accused  on  the  first  indictment.  The  bearing  of  the  second 
charge  was  adjourned  until  the  next  Sessions. 

Pills  for  Abortion. 
At  Bermondsey,  on  October  25,  a  long  inquiry  was  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  E.  N.  Wood,  Deputy  Coroner,  into  the 
circumstances  attending  the  death  of  a  married  woman, 
named  Butcher,  who  died  from  the  effects  of  an  abortion. 
The  husband  stated  that  before  her  death  deceased  told  him 
she  had  taken  some  pills  which  she  had  obtained  from  a 
herbalist  named  Lardent.  The  herbalist  was  called,  and 
identified  a  box  of  pills  which  he  believed  had  been  obtained 
from  him.  These  were  rhubarb  pills,  three  or  four  times 
stronger  than  the  ordinary  rhubarb  pill  ;  but  they  contained 
nothing  injurious,  or  likely  to  cause  abortion.  Dr.  E.  Davies, 
who  had  been  called  in,  said  he  found  deceased  in  intense 
pain  and  in  a  dying  condition.  She  died  five  hours  after  he 
had  seen  her,  and  a  post-mortem  examination  disclosed  the 
fact  that  death  was  due  to  blood-poisoning  following  a  mis- 
carriage. Deceased  told  him  before  she  died  that  she  had 
taken  three  pills  to  procure  abortion,  and  that  the  pills  had 
been  obtained  from  Lardent.  He  could  not  state  positively 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  abortion.  The  Coroner,  in  his 
summing  up,  said  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  these 
dangerous  drugs  being  sold,  especially  by  unqualified 
persons;  but  the  medical  profession  did  not  seem  sufficiently 
powerful  or  interested  to  seek  to  enforce  more  stringent 
measures.  A  verdict  of  death  from  blood-poisoning  follow- 
ing miscarriage  was  returned. 

A  Bacteriological  Class  for  Liverpool. 
Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden  informs  us  on  behalf  of  Professor 
Kobert  B03  ce  that  a  practical  class  in  bacteriology  is  now 
being  held  in  the  Hygienic  Laboratories  (Ashton  Hdll)  of 
University  College,  Liverpool.  The  meetings  are  held  on 
Monday  evenings  at  7.45,  and  the  fee  for  the  course  is  one 
guinea. 

Practical  instruction  in  bacteriological  processes  and 
methods  is  given.  In  previous  sessions  these  classes  have 
been  well  attended  by  local  pharmacists. 

Fires. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  took  place  at  the  chemical-works  of 
Messrs.  Levy  &  Knowles,  in  the  Causeway,  Wandsworth, 
on  October  23,  when  10  tons  of  pepper-dust  was  destroyed. 

About  8  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  October  22,  fire  was 
discovered  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co., 
druggists'  sundriesmen,  36a  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.  The 
outbreak  occurred,  it  has  been  ascertained,  in  the  bandage- 
room  on  the  third  floor  of  their  six-storey  premises,  and 
before  the  fire  was  subdued  at  10  o'clock  the  top  floors 
were  entirely  gutted  and  the  lower  portion  much 
damaged  by  heat,  water  and  breakage.  In  the  bandage- 
room  the'firm^had  been  busy  manufacturing  chest-protectors 
for  the  winter  season,  and  an  unusually  large  Christmas 
stock  of  perfumery  and  toilet-articles  was  stored  on  the 
premises.  It  is  estimated  that  800£.  worth  of  labels  and 
perfumery  to  the  value  of  1,000^.  have  been  completely 
destroyed,  besides  which  the  entire  stock  has  been  damaged. 
Amongst  the  wreckage  on  the  top  floor  were  several  articles 
which  seem  by  some  miracle  to  have  escaped  undamaged. 
These  included  a  bottle  of  embrocation,  another  of  vaseline 
with  the  label  scarcely  touched,  and  a  parcel  of  wrappers  for 
cucumber-cream,  with  customer's  name  printed  thereon,  was 
intact.  These  were  only  one  or  two  articles,  however,  which 
were  met  with  in  a  hurried  inspection  of  the  general  chaos, 
it  being  impossible  at  present  to  estimate  the  total  amount 
of  damage.  Fresh  stock  had  been  wired  for,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  perfumery  will  be  on  hand  by  express  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  'by  which  time  the  firm  expect  to  tie 
settled  in  temporary  premises.  Many  letters  of  s7mPa'^ 
have  been  received  from  customers  in  various  parts  ot 
country,  and  offers  of  help  have  been  tendered  by  severa 
friendly  firms. 

Where  all  the  Drugs  are  Pure. 

The  whole  of  the  samples  of  drugs  analysed  during '  the 
past  quarter  by  Mr.  Otto  Hehner  for  the  Isle  ot  v>ig 
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County  Council  were  found  to  be  genuine,  and  in  his  report 
the  analyst  states  that  the  adulteration  of  drugs  in  the  island 
'lias  almost  ceased  to  exist. 

"What  are  False  Tseth.  and  Glass  Eyes? 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Christchurch  Board  of  Guardians 
considerable  discus-ion  took  place  as  to  whether  a  set  of 
false  teeth,  which  a  pauper  had  requested  to  be  supplied  with, 
were  a  necessity  or  a  luxury,  and  whether  they  came  under 
the  designation  of  surgical  instruments.  By  thirteen  votes 
to  five  the  Board  decided  that  artificial  teeth  were  a  neces- 
sity, and  that  the  request  be  granted ;  but  the  point  about 
their  coming  under  the  surgical-instrument  section  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  settled.  A  similar  question  cropped  up 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Newbury  Board  of  Guardians,  application 
•being  made  for  a  glass  eye.    This  request  was  also  granted. 

Chemist's  Bicycle  Smashed. 
At  the  Brompton  County  Court,  on  October  25,  W.  R.  Beer,  a 
Putney  chemist,  claimed  31.  10s.  from  Richard  Griffiths,  a 
Chelsea  cab-owner,  for  damage  to  a  bicycle.  On  August  17 
plaintiff  was  riding  his  machine  in  New  King's  Road, 
Fulham,  when  defendant,  who  was  driving  a  dog  cart,  came 
sharply  round  a  corner  on  the  wrong  side.  Plaintill"  had 
just  time  to  dismount  and  jump  away  from  his  machine, 
which  was  run  over  and  smashed.  The  defendant  said  he 
was  driving  carefully,  but  the  plaintiff  was  twisting  his 
machine  in  zigzag  fashion,  and  ran  into  the  horse.  Judg- 
ment was  given  for  the  plaintiff,  with  costs. 

Medicine  Mistakes. 

At  Burton,  on  October  14,  a  woman  named  Smed'ey 
drank  some  bedadonna- liniment  in  mistake  for  cough- 
mixture.  She  was  taken  to  the  infirmary,  where  she  remained 
in  a  comatose  state  for  five  hours.  The  administration  of 
•emetics  and  antidotes  was  successful,  however,  and  she 
recovered. 

Mrs.  Savag°  of  Colchester,  was  taking  an  iron-tonic  which 
she  kept  in  the  same  cupboard  with  a  bottle  of  spirit  of 
salts.  The  inevitable  result  took  place,  and  on  June  21  she 
drank  from  the  wrong  bottle.  She  was  treated  at  the 
hospital  and  recovered  ;  but  a  few  weeks  ago  her  condition 
became  more  serious  and  she  died  on  October  17. 

Not  Scheduled. 

On  October  21,  Mr.  John  Troutbeck,  the  Westminster 
Coroner,  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Mrs.  Annie  Sherman, 
who  died  in  Charing  Cross  Hospital  from  the  effects  of 
poisoning  by  sulphate  of  zinc.  A  police-constable  found 
deceased  lying  on  one  of  the  seats  in  the  Victoria  Embank- 
ment Gardens.  He  took  her  to  the  hospital,  and  later  in 
the  day  a  cup  and  bottle  were  discovered  in  the  gardens. 
Upon  examination,  these  were  found  to  have  contained  sul- 
phate of  zinc.  No  traces  of  poisoning  were  evident  when 
deceased  was  admitted  to  the  hospital,  but  she  died  in  a 
few  hours,  and  the  post-mortem  examination  showed  that 
death  was  due  to  sulphate-of-zinc  poisoning.  The  Coroner  : 
That  is  extraordinary,  is  it  not  1  It  is  only  used  medicinally, 
and  is  not  scheduled  as  a  poison.  It  is  strange  how  the 
deceased  in  her  station  of  life  should  know  of  it.  A  verdict 
of  suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane  was  returned. 

A  Shillingsworth  of  Laudanum 

A  boy  named  Graham,  aged  16,  whose  father  resides  in 
London,  appeared  before  the  Grantham  Magistrates  on 
October  20  on  remand,  charged  with  attempting  to  commit 
suicide  by  taking  laudanum.  The  boy's  father  wanted  him 
to  be  medically  examined,  saying  he  believed  he  would 
attempt  suicide  again  if  let  out.  This  was  the  second 
attempt.  Mr.  Lunn,  chemist,  Westgate,  Grantham,  had  sold 
the  boy  2  oz.  of  laudanum,  and  Dr.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the 
Magistrates,  asked  Mr.  Lunn  if  it  was  usual  to  supply  persons 
with  2  oz.  of  laudanum  at  a  time.  Mr.  Lunn  :  Yes,  sir,  and 
more  than  that.  Dr.  Wilson:  And  without  entering  it  in 
the  poison-book  ?  Mr.  Lunn  :  Yes,  sir;  that  is  not  necessary. 
Laudanum  is  not  included  in  the  list.  Dr.  Wilson  appeared 
much  surprised  at  this.  The  prisoner  having  been  com- 
mitted for  trial,  Dr.  Wilson  remarked  on  the  indiscriminate  I 


way  in  which  tincture  of  opium,  commonly  known  as 
laudanum,  was  sold  by  chemists.  In  this  case  a  lad  of  16, 
a  stranger  in  the  town,  procured  a  shillingsworth  of 
laudanum,  with  the  result  that  he  was  now  committed  to 
the  sessions  for  attempting  to  take  his  life.  The  2  oz.  of 
laudanum  was  equivalent  to  64  gr.  of  solid  opium,  which 
was  sufficient  to  kill  eight  or  ten  people.  The  indiscriminate 
sale  of  such  a  strong  narcotic  should  be  checked. 

National  Federation  of  Subpostmasters. 

A  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  and  District  branch  of  this 
Association  was  held  at  Nottingham  on  October  20.  The 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  took  place,  Mr.  Fred. 
Coates,  chemist,  New  Ba-iford.  being  re-elected  President ; 
Mr.  W.  Palmer,  chemist,  Vice-President ;  and  Mr.  F.  Lumby, 
chemist,  a  member  of  committee  and  auditor  of  accounts. 
The  President  gave  a  short  address,  noting  the  main  features 
of  the  past  year's  work,  and  referring  particularly  to  the 
new  guarantee  company  recently  successfully  floated,  by 
which  subpostmasters  may  now  give  satisfactory  guarantee 
to  the  Department  at  about  half  the  usual  rate.  The  meeting 
decided  to  give  all  the  support  possible  to  the  new  company. 

The  New  B.P.  in  Leicester. 

The  committee  of  the  Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  Leicester  Medical  Society 
stating  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  members  of  that  Society 
that  all  prescriptions  should  be  dispensed  according  to  thie 
1898  Pharmacopoeia,  unless  otherwise  specified. 

A  Silver-wedding  Party. 
On  the  occasion  of  their  silver  wedding,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 
Harsvood  Lescher  on  October  13  entertained  the  whole  of 
the  staff  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  to  the  number 
of  224,  to  supper  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall.  After  all  had 
been  seated,  Miss  Crump  presented  Mrs.  Lescher  with  a 
basket  of  flowers,  accompanying  it  with  the  wish  that  both 
she  and  Mr.  Lescher  might  live  to  see  their  golden  wedding. 
Supper  was  then  partaken  of,  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
Mr.  Lescher  proposed  "The  health  of  the  Queen."  The  toast  of 
the  evening  was  reserved  to  Mr.  H.  Gaorge,  the  senior  repre- 
sentative of  the  house,  who,  in  a  very  able  speech,  proposed 
"  The  health  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lsschsr,"  which  met  with  a  hearty 
reception.  Mr.  George  then  asked  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lescher  to 
accept,  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion,  a  silver  tea-service,  as 
coming  from  the  whole  of  the  staff.  Mr.  Lescher,  in  rising 
to  give  thanks  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  wife  for  such  a 
mark  of  respect,  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to 
have  so  many  round  him  to  enjoy  fa  social  evening 
together.  "The  Staff"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Lescher,  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Collis  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Brockies.  The 
Liverpool  house  (Evans,  Sons  &  Co)  and  Montreal  house 
(Evans  &  Sons,  Limited  )  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Harold  Webb, 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Evans,  head  of  the  Liverpool 
house.  Mr.  D.  Rushforth  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  E.  A. 
Webb,  regrelting  his  absence  through  ill-health,  his  son 
(Mr.  Harold  Webb)  responding  on  behalf  of  his  father.  The 
Chairman  then  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  E.  Evans,  the 
senior  partner  of  both  houses,  Mr.  J.  J.  Evans  responding  on 
his  behalf.  Dancing  and  conversation  filled  up  the  remainder 
of  the  evening. 

Excursion  and  Presentation. 

On  October  22  the  students  of  the  Manchester  College  of 
Pharmacy  visited  Knutsford,  and  took  tea  at  the  principal 
hotel  in  the  town.  Mr.  A.  C.  Critchley,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Blackburn,  presided,  and  after  justice  had  been 
done  to  the  eatables,  Mr.  W.  Harlow,  in  the  name  of  a  large 
number  of  past  and  present  students,  presented  Mr.  F. 
Pilkington  Sargeant,  their  demonstrator,  who  is  leaving  to 
establish  a  pharmacy-school  in  Yorkshire,  with  an  illuminated 
address,  signed  by  over  sixty  subscribers,  together  with  a 
Fram  microscope  and  accessories  by  Watson.  On  behalf  of 
the  junior  students,  Mr.  Sargeant  was  also  presented  with  a 
silver-mounted  ebony  walking-stick  bearing  a  suitable  inscrip- 
tion. Mr.  Sargeant  thanked  the  students,  the  Manchester 
College  of  Pharmacy  and  Mr.  C.  Turner  were  toasted,  and 
an  enjoyable  musical  programme  took  up  the  rest  of  the 
I  evening. 
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3ii0b  IRcws. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Discount  on  the  Frog. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Garratt,  of  London,  sued  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd 
(Limited),  of  Dublin,  in  the  Recorder's  Court  of  that  city, 
on  October  19,  for  2,1.  10s.  6c/.,  which  the  defendants  claimed 
was  a  part  of  the  discount  due  to  them  on  a  supply  of  "Frog 
in  your  Throat."  The  defendants  originally  ordered  25  gross, 
for  10  of  which  they  paid,  arranging  to  hold  the  other 
15  gross  on  sale  or  return  them,  as  might  be  agreed  upon. 
In  December,  1897,  they  contracted  to  dispose  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  stock  (13  gross  at  that  time),  and  ordered 
2  gross  extra,  which  they  did  not  get  until  January.  The 
price  was  agreed  on  at  60s.  per  gross,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  the  discount  was  to  be  5  per  cent,  for  payment  within 
a  month,  2|  per  cent,  for  payment  within  two  months,  and 
at  three  months  the  price  was  to  be  strictly  net.  Defendants 
deducted  5  per  cent,  discount  under  this  agreement,  but 
plaintiff  denied  their  right  to  do  so,  and  claimed  that 
21.  10s.  6d.  was  due  him.  The  dispute  depended  on  the 
period  at  which  the  tran:action  was  to  date  from.  The 
Recorder  found  for  the  plaintiff. 

Dublin  Chemists'  Federation. 

A  general  meeting  of  this  newly-formed  Association  was 
held  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  Dublin,  on 
October  19,  the  President  (Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh,  proprietor  of 
J.  J.  Graham  and  Co.'s  State  Pharmacy)  in  the  chair. 

The  Honorary  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Smith)  gave  a  resume  of 
the  work  done  by  the  committee  since  the  members  last  met. 

Mr.  G.  Brown  (Honorary  Treasurer)  said  he  had  not  yet 
sent  out  circulars  asking  for  subscriptions;  he  was  waiting 
until  the  present  meeting  had  been  held.  The  money  in  his 
possession  had  been  subscribed  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  President  read  a  set  of  rules  for  the  working  of  the 
Federation,  which  he  had  drafted  to  save  time,  and  these 
were  adopted. 

In  the  course  of  discussion  the  Chairman  said  that 
the  Federation,  having  been  formed  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  the  P.A.T.A.  had  a  sort  of  claim  upon  it, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  reserved  to  themselves  the  right 
to  go  outside  the  area  prescribed  by  the  parent  Association. 
"With  regard  to  membership,  it  would  not  in  his  opinion  be 
essential  that  members  of  the  Dublin  Federation  should 
belong  to  the  P.A.TA. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Smailman,  the  Chairman  said  that  so  long 
a=  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  gave  the  use  of  a  room  and 
light  the  only  outlay  would  be  for  stationery. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Boyd,  M.A  , 
was  unanimously  elected  Vice-President  in  absentia  ;  and  it 
was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  McWalter,  seconded  by 
Mr.  White— 

That  the  members  of  the  Federation  bind  themselves  to  push 
the  sale  of  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  rather  than  those  not 
appearing  thereon. 

A  copy  of  this  resolution  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  a 
number  of  wholesale  houses  named. 

Union  Drug-contracts. 

Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin,  ha\e  obtained  the 
contract  of  the  Mill  Street  Union.  Messrs.  Harrington  & 
Sons,  Cork,  have  that  for  the  Clonakilty  Union.  Dr.  J.  F. 
O'Ryan,  of  Tipperary,  has  secured  the  Kilrush  contract. 
Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  wholesale  druggists,  Dublin,  have 
complained  through  the  Local  Government  Board  of  the 
Armagh  Guardians  giving  the  drug-contract  to  another  firm 
whose  prices  in  the  total  were  higher  than  theirs.  The 
Guardians  have  sent  a  terse  reply  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  steting  that  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  the 
arrangement  already  made,  and  saw  no  reason  to  review  it. 

The  Saxon  Intruder. 

At  Newry  Petty  Sessions  a  few  days  ago  a  man 
Earned  Ward  was  charged  with  having  maliciously  broken 


the  plate-glass  windows  in  Messrs.  Connor  &  Sons'  pharmacy. 
Two  policemen  saw  the  defendant  about  2.30  a.m.  emerge 
from  a  house  and  cautiously  look  around  him  to  see  if  he  was 
observed.  They  concealed  themselves  in  the  shadow,  and 
the  man  advanced  opposite  Messrs.  Connor's  shop,  and 
deliberately  threw  a  large  stone  through  the  window  ;  then 
running  round  quickly  to  Mill  Street,  he  threw  a  second 
stone  through  the  window  facing  that  street.  One  of  the 
policeman  caught  hold  of  the  accused,  who  was  in  his 
stockinged  feet.  The  prisoner  said  he  broke  the  windows 
because  Connors  gave  the  Stting-up  of  their  shop  to  an 
English  firm.  He  did  not  know  he  was  watched,  or  he 
would  not  have  broken  the  glass.  He  left  his  own  house 
purposely  to  pay  out  the  score,  and  added  they  would  have 
no  English  firm  doing  work  in  the  town,  and  he  was  not  sorry 
for  what  he  had  done.  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Connor,  M.P.S.I., 
deposed  that  the  glass  was  valued  at  1HI.  lis.  The  house 
was  in  course  of  reconstruction  at  present,  and  the  new 
windows  had  only  been  put  in  on  October  13.  The  prisoner 
was  sent  for  trial  to  the  assizes. 

"King  Charlie." 

In  the  Dublin  Police  Courts  last  week  an  old  woman  over 
80  years  of  age  was  prosecuted  for  selling  milk  adulterated 
with  80  per  cent,  of  water.  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  city 
chemist,  testified  to  the  analysis.  The  Magistrate  was  about 
to  send  the  defendant  to  prison,  when  Sir  Charles  remarked 
good-humouredly,  "  She  is  80  years  old,  and  she  put  in  1  per 
cent,  of  water  for  each  year  of  her  age."  Leaning  over  the 
dock  the  crone  caught  hold  of  Sir  Charles  by  the  neck 
and  hugged  him  affectionately,  exclaiming,  "Arrah,  King 
Charlie,  you're  me  darlint."  The  incident  caused  much 
merriment,  and  the  Bench  let  off  the  defendant  with  a 
nominal  fine.  She  left  the  court  loudly  expressing  her 
gratitude  to  his  "  Wushup"  and  "  King  Charlie." 

Mr.  McKnight  and  the  President. 

In  the  letter  from  Mr.  McKnight  which  we  published  last 
week  the  accidental  substitution  of  "  who  "  for  "  which  "  made 
it  appear  that  his  reference  was  to  the  man  who  bought  the 
poison,  and  not  to  the  poison  itself,  being  registered  accord- 
ing to  law. 

The  Boy's  Age. 

Messrs.  Denning  &  Sons,  of  Sligo,  were  sammoned  last 
week  by  the  Inspector  of  Factories  under  the  Factory  Act 
for  having  a  "  young  person  " — namely,  a  boy  under  18  years 
of  age — at  work  in  their  aiirated-water  factory  after  3  P.M. 
The  Inspector  said  the  boy  had  told  him  he  was  16  years  of 
age.  Dr.  Denning  said  the  boy  had  told  him  he  was  over 
18  years  of  age  when  he  engaged  him  four  months  ago.  The 
boy  was  not  present,  so  the  case  was  adjourned.  A  few  days 
later,  however,  the  Inspector  wrote  to  Messrs.  Denning  k  Sons 
stating  that  he  found  he  was  wrong  about  the  boy's  age,  and 
apologising  for  having  given  them  the  trouble  of  appearing 
at  court.  It  appeared  from  his  baptismal  certificate  that  the 
lad  was  22  yeirs  of  age. 


Scotcb  flews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  ahvays  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Materia  Medic  a  in  St.  Andrews. 
Last  week  the  University  Court  of  St.  Andrews  met  to 
appoint  a  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  which  had  been 
deferred  from  the  last  meeting.  A  good  deal  of  feeling  was 
exhibited,  partly  owing  to  the"  fact  that  Dundee  University 
College  which  is  affiliated  with  St.  Andrews  University,  has 
been  making  steady  progress  in  building  tip  a  medical  faculty, 
and  it  seems  more  reasonable  that  the  chair  of  materia 
medica  should  be  established  in  Dundee  than  in  St.  Andrews. 
By  eight  votes  to  seven,  the  Court  appointed  Mr.  Wilham 
Henry  de  Wytt,  M.B.,  CM.,  to  the  new  chair.  The  seven 
who  voted  against  him  dissented,  and  disclaimed  all  respon- 
sibility for  the  appointment.  Although  Dr.  de  Wytt  has 
been  lecturer  on  materia  medica  at  St.  Andrews  for  some 
time,  he  is  quite  a  recent  graduate,  having  completed  his 
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studies  in  Glasgow,  and  graduated  in  1895.  He  was  a 
medical  officer  in  the  Glamorgan  County  Asylum,  and  has 
written  several  papers  on  materia  medica  and  therapeutics. 
He  is  understood  to  be  the  nominee  of  the  Bute  party  in  the 
University  Court. 

A  Municipal  Candidate. 
Mr.  Sutherland  Hudson,  chemist,  Dumbarton,  has  been 
nominated  for  a  seat  on  Dumbarton  Town  Council. 

The  Kinninmont  Gold  Medal 

has  been  this  year  awarded  to  Martin  Meldrnrn,  Glasgow, 
who  has  obtained  the  highest  percentage  of  marks  ever 
awarded  in  this  competition.  This  is  the  second  year  in 
succession  that  this  honour  has  been  gained  by  a  student  of 
the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy  (Mr.  John  Lothian, 
Principal). 

Chemist's  Window- smash. 
A  horse  and  lorry,  the  latter  loaded  with  a  quantity  of 
building- materials,  dashed  into  the  shop-window  of  Mr. 
A.  J.  K.  Paterson,  chemist,  Victoria  Road,  Dundee,  on 
October  19.  The  plate  glass  and  frame  were  smashed  to 
pieces,  and  the  contents  of  the  window  destroyed,  damage 
to  the  amount  of  about  20Z.  being  done. 

Chemist's  Spirit-licence  Refused. 
At  the  Licensing  Court  for  the  Lower  Ward  of  Lanarkshire, 
held  in  Glasgow  on  October  25,  Mr.  Charles  Holloway 
Osmond,  chemist  and  druggist,  applied  for  a  licence  for  his 
chemist's  shop,  in  Dumbarton  Road,  Partick,  to  sell  spirits 
for  medicinal  purposes.  The  Clerk  :  Of  course  you  are 
aware  you  will  have  to  close  the  shop  on  Sunday  if  the 
licence  is  granted?  Agent:  The  shops  in  Glasgow  don't 
close  on  Sundays.  The  Clerk  :  That  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  it's  the  law,  and  not  what  is  done  in  Glasgow.  On  a 
vote  being  taken,  the  licence  was  refused  by  the  Justices. 


f  rencb  IRews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

"LA  Cube  Theemale"  is  the  title  of  a  new  monthly 
journal  published  here,  with  the  object  of  extending  the  use 
of  thermal  and  mineral  waters  in  medical  treatment. 

A  Handsome  Donation. — Dr.  Calmette,  Directeur  of  the 
Pasteur  Institute  at  Lille,  has  endowed  that  body  with  a  sum 
of  250,00Qf.  (10,000?.), representing  the  profits  realised  by  the 
distilleries  at  Seclin  by  one  of  his  inventions. 

Conferences  Popdlaiees  d'Hygiene  is  a  ninety-eight 
page  brochure  by  M.  Baudran,  Secretary  of  the  Oise  Conseil 
of  Hygiene.  It  treats  of  all  the  leading  questions  of  health 
and  hygiene  in  a  simple  and  methodical  way,  and  could  be 
read  with  advantage  by  chemists  understanding  French.  The 
price  is  Is.  6^. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Barnard,  one  of  the  leading  English  medical 
men  in  Paris,  is  leaving  this  city  to  take  up  a  practice  at  Monte 
Carlo.  His  departure  is  a  source  of  genuine  regret  here,  and 
not  least  amongst  the  pharmacists,  who  hold  him  in  high 
esteem.  A  farewell  dinner  was  offered  to  Dr.  Barnard  by  his 
friends  last  Friday  evening. 

The  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  about  to  issue 
its  annual  report.  On  account  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  Chamber's  foundation,  which  is  approaching,  the 
occasion  is  marked  by  a  general  review  of  the  commerce 
between  England  and  France  from  1872  to  1897  in  the  form 
of  tables  of  trade  and  navigation.  The  information  should 
be  useful  to  firms  having  commercial  relations  with  France. 
The  usual  review  of  work  accomplished  by  the  Chamber  last 
year  is  also  given. 

Pharmaceutical  Advertising— At  Lyons  the  well-to- 
do  classes  are  very  Catholic  in  their  tendencies,  and  just  at 
present  they  are  being  offered  an  "Elixir  de  St.  Pierre," 
which  is  stated  to  be  prepared  at  the  "  Pharmacie  du 
Vatican." — Pharmaceutical  posters  are  not  much  in  vogue 
here,  the  columns  of  the  newspapers  being  usually  preferred, 
as  in  England.  But  just  at  present  a  disinfectant  under 
the  name  of  "  Laurenol,  No.  2  "  is  being  advertised  in  most 
of  the  French  towns  by  means  of  an  effective  poster.  The 
subject  is  a  young  lady  of  assthetic  appearance,  shown  in 
the  act  of  pouring  the  liquid  on  water-lilies.— Quinine  and 
other  medicated  wines  are  also  the  occasional  subjects  of 


posters,  the  portraits  of  leading  actors  and  actresses  being 
favourite  illustrations  for  such  purposes. 

Inflammable  Beeath. — Dr.  Drouet,  of  Meulan,  relates 
the  following'  curious  observation.  One  of  his  children, 
3|  years  of  age,  was  unwell,  and  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  examine  its  throat.  As  it  was  dark  he  placed  a 
candle  before  the  child's  mouth,  and  just  as  he  applied  the 
handle  of  a  spoon  to  the  base  of  tbe  tongue  a  large  blue 
flame  was  emitted  from  the  throat,  but  immediately  became 
extinguished,  though  one  side  of  the  doctor's  moustache  was 
scorched  and  the  child's  lips  were  slightly  burned.  The  ex- 
planation of  the  phenomenon  appears  to  be  that  the  spoon  on 
the  tongue  had  produced  a  slightly  retching  effect,  which 
caused  the  explosion  of  gas  from  the  stomach,  this  igniting 
on  coming  into  contact  with  the  lighted  candle. 

A  Tribute  to  Raspail. — A  commemorative  marble  slab 
is  to  be  plaeed  on  the  house  at  5  rue  Sevigne,  Paris,  bearing 
an  inscription  as  follows: — "  In  this  house  Francois  Vincent 
Raspail,  promoter  of  universal  suffrage,  born  at  Carpentras 
January  24,  1794,  and  who  died  at  Arceuil  January  7,  1878, 
gave  gratuitously  his  services  to  sick  people  from  1840  to 
1848."  Before  the  time  Raspail  thus  acted  as  a  philan- 
thropist he  had  been  a  militant  revolutionist,  and  was  some- 
thing of  a  hero  in  the  riots  that  followed  the  stirring  events 
that  occurred  in  Paris  in  1831.  Raspail  was  nothing  if  not 
combative.  It  is  recorded  of  him  that  he  once  got  up  in  a 
court  to  refute  the  evidence  of  the  leading  expert  chemist  of 
the  day  in  the  case  of  a  woman  accused  of  poisoning  her 
husband  with  arsenic.  Raspail's  testimony  was,  however, 
not  heeded.  In  1848  he  tried  to  start  a  crusade  against  the 
Jesuits  in  his  paper,  "  L'Ami  du  Peuple."  There  was,  per- 
haps, some  exaggeration  in  everything  Raspail  undertook, 
but,  all  the  same,  a  large  section  of  French  people,  especially 
of  the  middle  and  lower  classes,  maintain  a  genuine  faith  in 
remedies  bearing  his  name,  and  the  City  of  Paris  has  long 
since  shown  its  appreciation  of  his  services,  both  as  a 
man  and  a  chemist,  by  erecting  a  handsome  statue  to  his 
memory  in  the  Boulevard  which  has  been  named  after  him. 

The  Coming  Congress. — Next  month  will  see  some 
important  pharmaceutical  gatherings  at  Paris.  The  General 
Congress  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  and  Syndicates 
of  France  has  been  convoked  for  November  18,  in  the  large 
hall  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  The  circular  of 
invitation  is  signed  by  M.  Riethe,  President  of  the  General 
Association  of  French  Pharmacists,  and  M.  Fortun6,  Presi- 
dent of  the  1897  Congress.  The  desirability  of  bringing  the 
important  question  of  the  revision  of  the  pharmacy  laws 
before  the  newly-elected  Chamber  of  Deputies  as  early  as 
possible  is  insisted  upon  in  this  circular,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
by  timely  action  there  may  be  some  chance  of  the  matter 
being  disposed  of  at  a  comparatively  early  date.  The 
Syndicate  of  Pharmacists  of  the  Seine  will  hold  a  special 
meeting  a  week  beforehand,  to  decide  what  line  of 
action  should  be  adopted  by  the  Parisian  pharmacists.  The 
Anti  Patent  Medicine  Syndicates  forming  the  South-Eastern 
Federation  will  also  hold  preliminary  meetings.  The 
"  Examination  and  Discussion  of  the  Project  of  Law  on  the 
Exercise  of  Pharmacy  "  is  the  only  subject  set  down  for  the 
Congress,  but  discussion  on  it  may  lead  to  anything. 
The  perennial  subject  of  patent  medicines  will  probably 
provoke  a  livelier  discussion  than  ever.  The  offhand  way 
in  which  the  syndicate  of  proprietary-medicine  manufac- 
turers brushed  aside  the  carefully-drawn-up  scheme  pre- 
pared last  spring  for  regulating  the  price  of  patents  is 
keenly  resented,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  motion  for 
the  "  suppression  of  proprietary  medicines  "  will  this  time 
be  carried  by  a  respectable  majority.  It  is  rumoured  that  a 
motion  to  this  effect  is  to  be  brought  forward  by  one  of  the 
best-known  Paris  pharmacists  I  have  asked  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  General  Association  what  useful  purpose 
this  somewhat  well-worn  and  Platonic  resolution  can  serve. 
The  reply  was  that  the  suppression  might  be  at  least  parti- 
ally accomplished  if  manufacturers  were  compelled  to  state 
fully  the  active  ingredients  of  their  preparations  on  the 
labels,  with,  of  course,  heavy  penalties  for  misstatement. 
My  informant  feared  that  the  oft-repeated  complaint  that 
the  lax  execution  of  prescriptions  by  careless  pharmacists 
had  induced  medical  men  in  many  case3  to  prescribe  patent 
medicines  which  they  are  always  sure  are  prepared  in  an 
identical  way  would  have  weight. 
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Bulgarian  Pharmaceutical  Congress.  —  The  first 
congress  of  Bulgarian  pharmacists  was  held  in  Sofia  from 
October  3  to  15,  and  was  a  success. 

Klondike  Pharmacy. — There  are  four  good  drug-stores 
in  Dawson  City,  and  plenty  of  sickness  to  keep  them  going. 
None  but  Canadian  druggists  may  start  business  as  such 
there.    So  says  a  correspondent  of  the  American  Druggist. 

The  Ministerial  DECisiONSas  to  the  admittance  of  women 
to  German  University  lectures  will  probably  be  published 
within  a  measurable  period ;  these  decisions  will  regulate 
the  educational  question  to  some  extent.  Meantime  each 
case  will  be  decided  on  its  own  merits. 

Foot- and-Mouth  Disease. — Meister,  Lucius  &  Btiining 
have  established  a  station,  on  lines  suggested  by  Professor 
Loftier,  for  the  production  of  a  foot-and-mouth-disease  serum. 
The  stuff  is  obtained  from  pustules  resulting  from  the 
inoculation  of  swine  with  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  and 
is  said  to  ensure  immunity  for  a  year. 

Protection  for  Ichthyol. — On  October  13  the  appeal 
of  the  ichthyol  Company,  Cordes  Hermanni  &  Co.,  Hamburg, 
against  the  Austrian  Ministry  of  Commerce  for  effacing  the 
trade-mark  "  Ichthyol"  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  company, 
the  word  being  allowed.  Similar  proceedings  in  regard  to 
trade-marks  of  Fahlberg's,  Schering's,  von  Heycien's,  and 
Zimmer's  were  decided. 

Synthetic  Theobromine. — German  patents  have  been 
granted  to  Messrs.  C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Soehne  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  derivatives  of  xanthine  (Nos.  99,122  and  99,123, 1897) 
by  the  chlorination  of  dimethyl  uric  acid,  which  is  converted 
into  dimethyldioxychloropurin,  which  by  higher  alkylation 
is  changed  into  chlorotheobromine,  and  this  by  reduction 
yields  theobromine. 

Essence  op  Vinegar  in  Bulgaria. — The  Bulgarian 
Government  has  prohibited  indiscriminate  importation  of 
essence  of  vinegar  on  the  ground  that  through  its  use  illness 
and  death  may  be  caused.  The  importation  will  in  future  be 
permitted  only  to  persons  approved  by  the  Municipality,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Sanitary  Council — i.e.,  pharmacists  to  whom 
the  legitimate  use  of  acetic  acid  is  known. 

Pharmacy  in  Austria-Hungary. — There  are  not  more 
than  3,275  pharmacies  in  Austria  (exclusive  of  Hungary). 
In  Vienna  there  is  one  for  every  14,461  inhabitants,  that 
being  the  closest  borough  of  the  lot.  Pettau  is  overridden 
with  apothekers,  there  being  one  to  every  1,962.  In  Hungary 
there  are  1,439  licensed  pharmacies — viz.,  411  "  real,"  991 
"  personal,"  and  37  "  f elial."  These  figures  are  taken  from 
the  official  report  for  1897. 

Assistants  Scarce  in  Sweden. — At  a  general  meeting 
of  the  Society  of  Swedish  Apothecaries  held  in  Stockholm 
on  September  14,  the  dearth  of  assistants,  especially  in  rural 
pharmacies,  was  discussed.  The  following  points  were  brought 
forward  as  the  main  cause  of  the  scarcity : — (1)  Most 
apothecaries  are  no  longer  willing  to  take  apprentices  ;  (2)  the 
present  conditions  of  pharmacy  do  not  offer  sufficiently  satis- 
factory prospects ;  and  (3)  the  calling  out  of  pharmacists  for 
military  exercises  in  the  summer  lowers  the  profession  con- 
siderably. On  the  other  hand  it  was  expressly  asserted  that 
the  more  stringent  Preliminary  examination  has  not  affected 
the  number  entering  pharmacy. 

German  Trade  News. — The  Pharmaceutical  Institute, 
L.  W.  Gans,  is  building  a  larger  establishment  atGriesheim- 
a-M. — The  Wilhelmsburger  Chemische  Fabrik  Act.  Ges., 
Hamburg,  has  had  better  success  in  1897-98,  the  profit  from 
the  manufacture  amounting  to  75,754m.  The  deficit  has 
been  reduced  from  67,754tn.  to  21,016m. — At  Schalke,  in 
Westphalia,  the  Actiengesellschaft  fur  Chemische  Industrie 
has  lost  considerably  through  the  reduced  prices  of  tar-pro- 
ducts, the  former  management  having  made  contracts  for 
tar  which  were  not  met  by  corresponding  demands  for  tar- 
products.  Consequently  the  deficit  at  the  close  of  last  year 
of  about  750,000m.  was  increased  to  830,000m. 

Stamping  Proprietaries. — Complainers  in  this  country 
about  Somerset  House  decisions  re  stamping  of  proprietaries 


are  living  in  a  paradise  compared  to  their  American 
confreres.  The  new  stamp-tax  in  the  United  States  prac- 
tically prohibits  the  use  of  the  possessive  case.  Thus, 
seidlitz-powders  do  not  require  a  stamp,  but  Jones's  do.  A 
lot  of  common  things  have  to  pay  duty  for  the  names 
they  bear — e.g.,  toothache-drops  and  perfumed  hair-oil  (a 
hair-dressing) — while  common  domestic  medicines,  such  as 
lime-water,  essence  of  ginger,  and  witch-hazel,  must  be 
stamped  if  they  are  recommended  for  anything.  A  retail 
druggist  in  St.  Louis  has  been  arrested  for  not  stamping 
certain  medicines  which  he  sold ;  but  arrest  out  there  is 
equivalent  to  the  blue  notice  from  Somerset  House. 

Monument  to  a  Medical  Scientist. — In  the  presence 
of  eminent  medical  men  from  various  countries,  a  monument 
was  unveiled  in  Gefion  Square,  Copenhagen,  on  October  25, 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Hans  Wilhelm  Meyer,  the 
discoverer  of  adenoid  growths  in  the  nasal  pharynx.  The 
memorial  consists  of  a  large  bronze  bust  standing  upon  a 
pedestal  of  granite  bearing  a  wreath  of  palm-leaves,  under 
which  is  inscribed  the  name  of  Wilhelm  Meyer.  On  the 
back  of  the  pedestal  are  the  names  of  the  countries  whose 
medical  men  contributed  to  the  cost  of  erection.  The  monu- 
ment was  afterwards  handed  over  to  the  municipality  of 
Copenhagen  in  the  name  of  the  contributors  by  Sir  Felix 
Semon. 

Pharmacy  in  Greece. — Professor  Dambergis  has  drafted 
for  the  Government  two  Pharmacy  Bills,  dealing  with  the 
educational  requirements  for  students  of  pharmacy  and 
the  regulation  of  the  drug-trade.  The  first  Bill  proposes  to 
add  pharmacognosy  to  the  curriculum,  and  as  auxiliary  or 
optional  subjects  pathological  and  physiological  chemistry, 
hygiene,  and  bacteriology  are  to  be  prescribed,  and  the  period 
of  study  is  to  be  increased  from  six  semesters  to  eight.  In  the 
second  Bill  the  conjunction  of  medical  practice  with 
pharmacy  is  forbidden,  and  means  are  taken  to  prevent  any 
but  registered  pharmacists  from  establishing  drug-stores,  for 
which  in  future  there  will  be  concessions  which  may  not 
be  sold  without  authority. 

Manufacture  of  Emetine. — Particulars  have  been 
published  of  the  German  patent  taken  out  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Whiffen,  of  Battersea,  for  the  manufacture  of  emetine.  The 
patentee  sets  forth  in  his  specification  that  by  the  well- 
known  process  for  preparing  emetine  hydrochloride  the 
product  is  an  acid  and  impure  salt,  mixed  with  cephaeline 
and  other  substances.  A  chemically  pure  and  neutral  pre- 
paration is  obtained  by  separating  the  emetine  hydro- 
bromide  from  the  extract  of  the  ipecacuanha  made  in  the 
usual  way.  The  method  is  based  on  the  fact  that  emetine 
hydrobromide  crystallises  well,  whilst  cephaeline  hydrobro- 
mide  crystallises  with  great  difficulty,  and  the  other  hydro- 
bromides  of  ipecacuanha  alkaloids  are  not  crystallisable. 

U.S.  Customs  Decisions. — The  following  decisions  re- 
lating to  the  classification  of  articles  in  the  Customs  tariff 
have  recently  been  given  by  the  authorities  : — 

Sulphur,  ground,  in  sacks,  is  exempt  from  duty  under  para- 
graph 67 1,  Act  of  1897,  as  sulphur  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
and  sulphur  in  barrels  free  of  duty  under  the  same  paragraph  as 
crude  sulphur. 

Fancy  soap  in  the  form  of  artificial  fruit  is  assessed  for  duty  as 
soap  at  15c.  per  lb. 

Crude  carbolic  acid  is  entitled  to  free  entry,  and  also  Creosote 

oiL  ■ 
Pulsatilla,  used  in  making  homoeopathic  medicines,  is  assessed 

for  duty  at  60c.  per  lb.  and  45  per  cent,  ad  val. 

Calamus-root,  orris,  gentian,  colchicum,  and  rhubarb,  on 

appeal,  have  been  declared  exempt  from  duty  as  non-ed:ble 

drugs. 

A  Patented  Medicine  not  a  Secret  Medicine.— The 
Berlin  Supreme  Court  gave  an  important  judgment  on 
October  17  concerning  Dr.  Robert's  "  Hoemogallol."  The 
maker,  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  and  Mr.  Sandhagen,  an 
editor,  were  accused  of  having  praised  this  preparation  in 
the  press,  against  the  police  regulations  as  to  secret  remedies 
(Geheimmittel).  The  Court  of  Aldermen  fined  the  defend- 
ants, but  the  Correctional  Tribunal  reversed  this  decision  on 
the  ground  that  the  preparation  was  not  a  secret  remedy, 
the  process  of  manufacture  having  been  patented  by  Dr. 
Merck.  The  State  Attorney  appealed  against  this  decision, 
but  the  Supreme  Court  dismissed  the  appeal,  declaring  that 
a  medicine  which  is  patented  is  not  "  Geheimmittel. 
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Me.  Charles  Shapley,  chemist,  Torquay,  has  resigned 
his  scat  on  the  Torquay  Town  Council. 

Mr.  James  W.  Kirby,  lately  town  representative  of  the 
Jameson  Company  (Limited),  has  transferred  his  services  to 
Messrs.  Marshall  (Limited). 

Mr.  William  Lucas,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kettering 
Road,  Northampton,  has  been  nominated  for  a  seat  on 
Northampton  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Geo.  Stevenson,  chemist,  Sutton-in-Ashfield,  was 
on  Wednesday  last,  October  19,  installed  Worshipful  Master 
of  the  Ashfield  Lodge  2,412,  Nottinghamshire  Freemasons. 

PROFESSOR  C.  A.  Barber,  B.A.,  F.L  S.,  Indian  Civil 
Engineering  College,  has  been  appointed  Government 
Botanist  at  Madras  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  M.  A. 
Lawson. 

Mr.  Oscar  Remmers,  marjager  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Volkart  Brothers,  sandalwood-merchants,  &c,  at  Tuticorin 
and  elsewhere,  has  left  Colombo  per  s.s.  Gera  for  a  short 
holiday  trip  to  Europe. 

Councillor  L.  P.  Chapman,  chemist  and  druggist,  is 
the  Mayor-elect  of  Barrow-in-Furness.  He  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Dr.  Lee  Chapman,  of  Garstang,  and  has  been  in  business 
at  Barrow  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Morris  is  not  to  have  a  successor  at  Kew.  Mr.  J.  C- 
Willis,  the  Director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  in  Ceylon,  was 
offered  the  position,  and  declined  it  with  thanks.  Mr.  S.  T. 
Dunn  has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  Mr.  Thiselton  Dyer, 
the  Director. 

LAST  week  we  stated  that  a  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Christey,  drug-broker,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  was  printed 
in  the  issue.    It  was  in  the  first  two  thousand  copies,  when 


the  engraving  was  accidentally  destroyed,  so  that  few  except 
our  Metropolitan  subscribers  received  copies  containing  the 
portrait.    We  now  print  another. 

At  last  Saturday's  sitting  of  the  Royal  Court  of  Jersey, 
Mr.  Francis  Henry  Bowes  presented  the  necessary  certificates 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  duly  authorised  to  practise  as  chemist  and  druggist  in 
the  island. 

Me.  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  134  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C., 
has  published  a  brief  pamphlet  entitled  "  Notes  on  Santal- 


wood  Oil,"  which  is  a  resume  of  existing  knowledge  of  this 
oil.  Those  specially  interested  can  obtain  copies  on  applica- 
tion to  Mr.  Parry. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Sheflield  Microscopical 
Society,  on  October  21,  a  handsome  presentation  was  made 
to  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  Vice-President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Newsholme  twelve 
months  ago  retired  from  the  post  of  Secretary  to  tho 
Society,  which  he  had  filled  for  ten  years,  and  the  presenta- 
tion, which  consisted  of  a  portrait  in  oils  of  the  recipient, 
was  in  recognition  of  his  services  during  that  period.  The 
portrait  was  painted  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bentley,  R.B.A.,  the  well- 
known  Sheflield  portrait-painter,  and  is  an  exceedingly 
faithful  likeness  of  the  subject.  The  presentation  was  made 
by  Dr.  Wilkinson,  the  President  of  the  Society,  who  attri- 
buted the  prosperity  of  the  Society  in  recent  years  largely 
to  Mr.  Newsholme's  services.  Other  gentlemen  also  testified 
to  tho  good  work  Mr.  Newsholme  had  done ;  and,  in  reply, 
Mr.  Newsholme  spoke  of  the  time  during  which  he  was 
Secretary  of  the  Microscopical  Society  as  having  been  the 
happiest  period  of  his  life,  from  the  fact  that  it  brought 
him  into  contact  with  so  many  friends  of  like  tastes  and 
enthusiasm.  He  could  not  pretend  to  be,  as  many  members 
of  the  Society  undoubtedly  were,  possessed  of  great  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  of  microscopy,  but  he  had  felt,  when 
elected  Secretary,  that  he  might  be  of  use  in  helping  on  the 
Society  as  a  sort  of  acting  manager.  He  said  he  would  like 
to  see  an  influx  of  men  into  their  Society  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  subject,  so  that  some  missionary  work  might  be 
done,  and  the  reality  of  that  world  which  the  microscope 
revealed  might  be  opened  out  to  those  who  at  present  hardly 
suspected  its  existence. 


Bustralasian  IRews. 

From  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  for 
September,  1898,  copies  of  which,  price  6d.,  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Publisher.] 


Beecham's  Pills  for  South  Australia. — The  wrappers 
round  Beecham's  pill  boxes  have  been  revised  to  comply  with 
the  notice  recently  issued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
South  Australia. 

Atropine  for  Morphine. — Miss  Letitia  Williams,  widow 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Irvine  Williams,  whose  death  we  reported 
from  atropine  a  few  months  ago,  supplied  to  him  in  place  of 
morphine,  is  suing  the  chemist,  James  Christopher,  for 
3  00OZ.  damages  for  the  loss  of  her  husband  through  the 
alleged  negligence  of  defendant's  son  and  assistant. 

Preferential  Duties  on  British  Goods. — In  his 
Budget  speech|  *ne  Treasurer  of  New  Zealand  declared  in 
favour  of  a  5-per-cent  remission  of  duties  on  goods  of  British 
manufacture.  The  probable  amount  would  be  50  000/.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  says  that  the  Premier  desires  to 
hamper  trade  with  Germany,  and  in  any  case  was  not 
approaching  the  question  in  the  right  way. 

Acetylene  in  New  Zealand. — Mr.  Tyree,  a  Nelson, 
N.Z.,  chemist,  has  had  good  success  in  pushing  acetylene 
gas,  having  had  no  fewer  than  300  installations  made  in  the 
country  districts.  When  the  carbide  is  manufactured  in 
the  colony  it  is  estimated  that  its  cost  will  be  reduced  by 
one-half,  and  Mr.  Tyree  is  now  forming  a  company  for  its 
manufacture.    At  present  it  retails  at  5d.  per  lb. 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Western  Australia. — The 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  of  Western  Australia  has 
now  got  well  established,  and  has  scored  its  first  success  in 
securing  the  agreement  of  all  the  employers  in  Perth  and  Fre- 
mantle  to  close  business  at  9  o'clock  instead  of  10.  To 
celebrate  this  an  evening  at  the  theatre  Was  arranged  a  little 
while  ago,  when  thirty-five  assistants  assembled.  They  had 
a  good  time,  finishing  up  with  a  social  at  the  Metropole 
Hotel.  Most  of  the  Fremantle  assistants  came  to  it,  as  well 
as  those  from  Perth.  The  Association  hope  to  arrange  later 
on  for  a  reduction  in  the  hours  of  business  on  Sundays  and 
holidays.    Mr.  Frank  Southee  is  the  honorary  secretary. 
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A  "  Beecham"  Injunction. 

On  October  19,  Mr.  W.  E  Vernon,  on  behalf  of  the  pro- 
pi  ietor  of  Beechani's  pills,  applied  to  the  Vacation  Judge, 
Mr.  Justice  Channell,  by  way  of  motion,  for  an  injunction 
against  James  William  Flintoff,  druggist,  of  35  Whalley 
Range,  Blackburn,  from  selling  or  offering  for  sale  as 
Beecham's  pills  any  pills  not  manufactured  by  the  plaintiff. 
The  defendant  did  not  appear,  and  the  Judge  made  an 
older  in  the  terms  of  the  notice  of  motion  until  the  trial  of 
the  action  or  further  order. 


The  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland). 

At  the  Cork  Police  Court,  on  October  21,  Mr.  C.  E.  B.  Mayne. 
Resident  Magistrate,  delivered  his  decision  in  the  case  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  against  Messrs.  J.  Waters  &  Sons 
(Limited),  of  Cork,  who  were  charged  (1)  That  they 
described  themselves  as  dispensing-chemists,  none  of  them 
being  registered  or  entitled  to  be  registered  ;  (2)  that  they 
described  themselves  as  chemists  and  druggists,  none 
of  them  being  registered  or  qualified  to  be  registered  :  and  (3) 
that  they  kept  open  a  shop  for  the  compounding  of  prescrip- 
tions, they  not  being  qualified  to  do  so  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1875.  The  hearing  of  the  case  was  reported  by  us  last 
-week. 

Mr.  Mayne  said  he  had  deferred  his  judgment,  because  he 
was  anxious  to  have  the  fullest  possible  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  judgment  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
against  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association 
(Limited),  and  also  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  Ireland  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  v.  Boyd  &  Co.,  Lisburn.  It  was  not  to  criticise 
•the  judgment  of  those  courts  that  he  adopted  the  course 
indicated,  as  to  do  so  would  be  presumptuous  on  his  part,  but 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  case  against  Messrs.  Waters  & 
Sons  was  analogous  with  them.  According  to  his  judgment 
they  ran  on  exactly  parallel  lines.  He  saw  no  difference 
between  the  present  case  and  those  decided  by  the  Superior 
Courts,  which  would  justify  him  in  departing  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House  of  Lords.  He  must,  therefore,  dismiss  the 
summonfes.  Mr.  Lawrence,  for  the  defendants,  asked  for 
coBts.  Mr.  Mayne  said  he  would  make  no  order  on  the 
point. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Spt.  JEther.  Nit. 
At  the  Stanhope  (Middlesborough)  Police  Court  on  October 
21,  Hannah  Peart,  an  old  lady  over  70  years  of  age,  of 
Burtreeford,  Upper  Weardale,  was  charged  by  Inspector 
Thomson,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  with  selling  him  6  oz.  of  spirit 
of  nitre  72  per  cent,  below  the  required  standard.  Mr. 
Labourne,  who  defended,  said  the  nitre  was  purchased  in 
1897,  and,  on  account  of  its  volatile  nature,  had  evaporated 
every  time  the  stopper  was  taken  out.  The  Bench  dismissed 
the  case. 


Boric  Acid  in  Milk. 

A  West-end  dairyman,  named  Tubb,  was  charged  at  Marl- 
borough Street  Police  Court,  on  October  26,  with  selling 
milk  which  had  been  adulterated  with  boric  acid  to  the 
extent  of  32  88  gr.  to  the  gallon.  The  usual  contradictory 
expert  evidence  was  given,  Mr.  C.  E.  Cassal,  Public  Analyst 
to  the  Vestry  of  St.  George's,  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Corfield,  Pro- 
fessor of  Hygiene  at  University  College,  stating  that  the 
milk  thus  adulterated  was  injurious  to  health,  especially  in 
children;  while  Mr.  A.  J.  de  Hailes,  a  public  analyst,  of 
Red  Lion  Square,  said  it  was  harmless.  Mr.  Hailes,  for  the 
defence,  was  further  of  opinion  that  unless  milk  was  obtained 
directly  from  the  cow  it  would  be  improved  and  rendered 
more  wholesome  by  the  addition  of  boric  acid.  Mr.  Plowden 
(the  Magistrate)  thought  the  addition  of  the  boric  acid 
brought  the  vendor  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  fined 
him  21.  2c,  with  10Z.  10s.  costs. 


A  second  case  was  that  of  Sarah  Brown,  of  Dering  Street, 
Bond  Street,  W.f  who  was  charged  with  selling  milk  adul- 
terated with  59  12  gr.  of  boric  acid  to  the  gallon ;  and  a  tine 
of  2.1.  2  s.  and  12s.  6d.  costs  was  imposed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Risks  of  Tooth-extraction. 
At  Blackburn  County  Court,  on  October  24,  before  Judge 
Coventry,  Mary  Ann  Kay,  a  married  woman,  sued  Joseph 
William  Butterfield.  chemist,  Market  Street,  Darwen,  for 
201.  damages  for  injuries  sustained  in  consequence  of  alleged 
carelessness  and  negligence.  Mr.  Riley,  of  Blackburn, 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff ;  and  Mr.  Broadbent,  of  Darwen, 
for  the  defendant. 

Plaintiff  stated  that  in  April  last  she  suffered  from  tooth- 
ache and  visited  defendant's  shop.  She  told  him  she  wanted 
to  have  three  teeth  extracted,  two  of  which  were  in  front  of 
her  mouth  and  one  at  the  back.  He  examined  the  teeth, 
and  pointed  out  that  the  two  front  teeth  were  only  slightly 
decayed  and  suggested  that  she  should  let  them  remain. 
Plaintiff,  however,  expressed  a  desire  to  have  all  three  taken 
out,  and  he  extracted  them.  During  the  operation  he  used 
three  different  syringes  for  the  purposes  of  injection, 
apparently  because  the  first  two  syringes  were  clogged.  He 
told  her  to  bathe  her  gums  with  alum-water.  She  became 
ill,  and  her  husband  noticing  a  white  matter  on  her  gums  he 
acquainted  defendant  with  the  fact.  Defendant  told  her 
husband  to  bathe  the  gums  with  alum  and  Condy's  fluid. 
Witness,  however,  grew  worse,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve 
days  called  in  Dr.  Wallers,  who  attended  her  for  nine  weeks, 
and  a  small  portion  of  the  exposed  bone  had  to  be  removed. 

Cross-examined,  plaintiff  said  she  stopped  bathing  with 
alum-water,  and  went  out  to  the  "fair"  while  she  was  ill 
without  any  other  covering  but  her  hat.  Dr.  Wallers  said 
he  found  plaintiff  suffering  from  septic  poisoning  from  the 
wounds  in  her  mouth.  This  might  have  been  caused  by  the 
use  of  unclean  syringes  after  extraction.  Cross-examined, 
witness  said  the  poisoning  might  have  resulted  from  several 
other  causes  besides  that  of  unclean  instruments.  He  could 
not  be  sure  of  the  cause,  as  twelve  days  elapsed  before  he 
saw  plaintiff  after  she  had  had  the  teeth  extracted.  In 
answer  to  His  Honour,  witness  said  he  did  not  find  any 
wounds  on  the  gum  which  had  been  expressly  caused  by 
the  needle  of  a  syringe. 

Mr.  Broadbent  asked  whether  he  had  a  case  to  answer,  and 
whether  the  Judge  would  say  there  had  been  any  lack  of 
skill  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

His  Honour  held  that  there  was  no  lack  of  skill,  and  with- 
out calling  upon  the  defence  said  there  was  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  woman's  illness  had  arisen  from  the  use  of 
an  unclean  instrument  by  defendant  or  from  any  careless- 
ness or  negligence  on  his  part.  He  therefore  nonsuited 
plaintiff. 

Mr.  Broadbent  said  his  client  had  gone  to  considerable 
expense  in  preparing  a  defence,  and  asked  for  costs  for  two 
medical  witnesses  and  three  others.    These  costs  His  Honour 

allowed. 


6a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Brand,  J.,  and  Bowes,  H.  G.,  under  the  style  of  Brand  4  Bowas, 

Leeds,  and  Wortley/near  Leeds,  veterinary  surgeons. 
Gabb,  J.,  and  Johnston,  M.,  under  the  style  of  Gabb  &  Johnston, 

Bewdley,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Goodalre,  J.  H.,  and  Goodaire,  J.,  under  the  style  of  J.  &  B. 

Goodaire,  Brighouse,  chemical-manufacturers  and  drysaltery. 
Tibbits,  H.  VV.  0.,  and  Sugden,  T.  E.,  under  the  style  of  Tibbita 

<Si  Sugden.  Darlington,  Richmond,  Northallerton,  and  elsewhere,  dental 

surgeons. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1990. 
Adjudications. 

Brodte,  William  Breadie,  Fnrmvorth,  near  Bolton,  surgeon. 
Earle,  Beresford  Nathaniel,  Winchester,  physician. 
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JSanfcruptdes  anfc  failures. 


Re  W.  T.  Coombs,  Neville  Street,  Cardiff,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

A  meeting  of  creditors  of  this  debtor  was  held  at  the 
offices  of  the  Official  Receiver,  Cardiff,  on  October  21.  The 
gross  liabilities  were  set  down  at  368/.  13s.  lOd. ;  the  assets, 
which  included  160/.  for  stock-in-trade,  fixtures,  &c,  were 
estimated  to  produce  178/.  10s.  Id.  From  this  had  to  be 
deducted  38.'.,  leaving  a  deliciency  of  190/.  3s.  9d.  Debtor 
commenced  business  in  December,  1896,  with  120/.  oorrowed 
money.  This  amount  was  afterwards  increased  by  loans  to 
177/.  Debtor  attributed  his  failure  to  insufficient  capital  to 
meet  initial  expenses  and  small  turnover.  He  filed  his 
petition  in  consequence  of  a  distress  for  rent.  The  Official 
Receiver  said  he  had  advertised  the  business  for  sale  as  a 
going  concern.  If  it  had  to  be  sold  by  auction  it  would  not 
realise  the  amount  estimated  by  the  bankrupt.  No  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  and  the  estate  remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  Official  Receiver. 


Re  Albeet  Charles  Riding,  Dockiog,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

The  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  in  the  Norwich 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  21.  The  gross  liabilities  were 
stated  at  2,368/.,  of  which  939/.  was  expected  to  rank.  The 
deficiency  was  stated  at  788/.  Debtor  said  he  had  been  at 
Docking  for  fifteen  years.  He  first  started  at  Sheffield  in 
1881.  He  had  no  capital.  His  father  let  him  have  a 
business,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  in  instalments,  and  his 
brother  lent  him  50/.  He  thought  he  was  solvent  when  he 
left  Sheffield.  He  now  saw  that  he  was  insolvent  even  then. 
He  bought  the  Docking  business  for  200/.,  of  a  man  named 
Cooper,  his  grandfather  guaranteeing  an  overdraft.  He 
repaid  that  200/.  in  the  first  three  years.  His  average 
turnover  was  about  400/.  The  gross  profits  on  400/.  would 
be  100/.  quite.  The  net  profit  was  very  small,  not  sufficient 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  household.  In  1887  he  pur- 
chased seventeen  cottages  in  Docking  for  1,260/.  He  thought 
he  could  see  a  profit  of  2§  per  cent.  He  could  borrow 
money  at  4J  per  cent.,  and  thought  he  could  see  his  way 
clear  to  receiving  7  per  cent.  About  three  years  ago  he  bought 
a  shop  and  another  property  for  300/.  as  a  land  speculation. 
He  had  only  been  in  financial  difficulties  this  year.  In 
January  last  he  thought  he  should  like  to  turn  his  business 
into  a  limited-liability  company,  with  a  view  of  clearing  off 
his  own  liabilities.  He  placed  himself  in  communic.ition 
with  a  firm  named  Curtis,  Gardiner  &  Bixwell,  company - 
specialists,  and  acting  on  their  advice  he  set  about  turning 
his  business  into  a  company.  He  understood  it  would  not 
cost  more  than  50/. ;  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  cost  200/.  He 
approved  the  prospectus,  which  he  revised.  Some  ac- 
countants went  through  his  books,  and  drew  up  a  new  set 
Debtor  sent  out  nearly  100  of  the  prospectuses  to  his  friend  j 
and  customers.  He  had  contracted  for  10,000  prospectuses 
but  only  had  1,000.  Curtis  &  Co.  refused  to  let  him  have' 
the  other  9,000  until  they  were  paid.  There  were  to  be 
three  directors.  A  younger  brother  of  his  was  one  of  them. 
He  knew  the  contents  of  the  prospectus.  Debtor  was  the 
managing  director,  and  another  brother,  a  sergeant-major 
in  the  Medical  Staff,  was  the  third  director.  The  secretary, 
Richards,  was  a  clerk  at  Docking  station. 

The  Official  Receiver,  quoting  from  the  prospectus, 
read : — 

The  profitable  nature  of  the  business  proposed  to  be  carried  on 
by  the  company  is  well  known,  and  the  success  of  similar  under- 
takings is  shown  by  undertakings  such  as  A.  J.  White  and  Boots 
(Limited). 

Debtor  said  he  did  not  think  at  the  time  there  was  any 
mis  description  in  this.  He  was  to  raise  10,000/.  He  only 
wanted  3,000/.,  but  the  company-specialists  advised  him  to 
put  it  high,  or  the  public  would  not  look  at  it  unless  he  did. 
He  only  received  about  twenty  applications  for  shares.  He 
had  paid  the  rates  and  taxes  with  the  deposits,  and  had  not 
put  them  to  the  credit  of  the  company.  As  soon  as  the 
prospectus  was  out,  the  bank  made  him  give  them  a  charge 
on  his  property.    Curtis  &  Co.  then  began  to  cress  him  for  ' 


payment  of  their  account.  In  August  he  called  his  creditors 
together,  and  made  an  offer  of  4s.  in  the  pound,  to  be  paid 
in  instalments.  He  must  have  been  heavily  insolvent  before 
he  touched  the  company- s Decialiots ;  he  must  have  been 
insolvent  to  the  extent  of  500/. 

The  Official  Receiver :  Then  it  was  as  an  insolvent  man 
that  you  endeavoured  to  dispose  of  your  business  to  the 
public  ? — I  had  no  wish  to  deceive  the  public. 

No ;  but  it  was  as  an  insolvent  man  you  did  so  ? — I 
thought  I  had  enough  to  pay  everyone  with  my  stock. 

Altogether  it  has  cost  you  about  250'.,  this  attempt  to 
turn  jour  business  into  a  company? — Yes. 

And  you  never  consulted  a  single  one  of  your  creditors 
with  respect  to  it  ? — [  never  thought  it  was  necessary. 

Some  other  matters  were  gone  into,  and  the  examination 
was  closed. 


Ri  John  Hay,  22  Bridgj  Street,  L3eds,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

A  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the 
Leeds  Official  Receiver  on  October  24.  Liabilities  are  stated 
at  214/.  8s  ,  and  assets  at  1121.  3s.  The  failure  is  said  to  be 
due  to  bad  trade  and  severe  Jewish  competition.  The 
Official  Receiver  will  wind  up  the  estate. 


Re  Mohn  Henry  Nicholson,  17  Berry  Street,  W.C., 
Aural  Surgeon. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  under  this  failure  was 
held  last  Wednesday,  a";  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court, 
before  Mr.  Howell,  Assistant  Receiver.  A  previous  failure 
is  recorded  against  the  debtor  in  1890,  from  which  he 
obtained  his  discharge  in  October,  1897.  Since  the  last 
failure  he  has  practised  as  an  aural  surgeon,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  promotion  of  various  companies,  including 
A.  T.  Hale  &Co.  (Limited),  which  was  registered  in  October, 
1896,  with  a  capital  of  5,000/.,  to  acquire  a  chemical  and 
printers'  supplies  business,  then  being  carried  on  at  Adelaide 
Street,  W.C.  The  debtor  was  appointed  to  the  post  of 
managing-director  at  a  weekly  salary  of  5/.,  and  held  that 
appointment  until  the  company  went  into  liquidation  last 
August.  Accounts  have  been  tiled  showing,  total  liabilities, 
689/.  5s.  (unsecured,  337/.  5s )  ;  and  assets,  59/.  5s.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned  for  a  week,  with  a  view  to  the 
appointment  of  a  trustee  and  committee  of  inspection. 


Re  John  Davidson,  South  Shields,  Herbalist. 

This  debtor  appsared  for  his  public  examination  at  the 
Newcastle  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  25.  In  answer  to 
questions  put  by  the  Official  Receiver,  he  stated  that  he  had 
worked  as  a  blacksmith  all  his  life.  In  November  last  he 
opened  a  herbal  drug-store.  Asked  by  the  Official  Receiver 
what  induced  him  to  start  such  a  business,  he  replied  that 
there  was  no  business  of  the  kind  in  the  locality,  and  he 
thought  it  would  pay.  He  understood  nothing  about  herbs 
and  drugs,  and  the  result  was  the  business  bad  not  yet  paid. 
He  owed  Messrs.  Field  &  Co.,  the  pBtitioning  creditors,  160/. 
The  examination  was  adjourned  until  the  next  court. 


Re  Fergusson  &  Forstee,  11  and  12  Great  Tower  Street, 
E.C.,  and  6  and  7  Osborn  Street,  Whitechapel,  Whole- 
sale Spice- merchants  and  Liquorice-importers. 
John  Clark  Forster  (trading  as  above)  applied 
for  an  order  of  discharge,  on  Thursday,  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court.  The  failure  occurred  last  Noveaa- 
ber,  with  liabilities  18212/.  12«.  93.  A  dividend  of 
4s.  in  the  pound  has  been  declared,  and  a  further 
dividend  of  9d.  in  the  pound  will  probably  be  paid. 
The  bankrupt  attributed  his  insolvency  mainly  to  interest  on 
borrowed  money  and  bad  debts,  to  the  expense  of  an  abortive 
attempt  to  convert  the  business  into  a  limited  company,  and 
to  liability  incurred  in  a  liquorice-contract.  As  offences,  the 
Official  Receiver  reported  (1)  assets  insufficient  to  pay  10s. 
in  the  pound,  and  (2)  misconduct  in  having  continued  to 
trade  and  incur  liabilities  during  the  three  years  preceding 
the  failure  without  propsrly  ascertaining  his  true  financial 
position.  His  Honour  suspended  the  discharge  for  two 
years. 
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The  maker  of  the  uni form-necked  bottles  referred  to  in 
this  section  last  week  informs  us  that  he  makes  them  in  sizes 
up  to  16  oz. 

Saccharin.— The  Anglo-Continental  Chemical- works. 
1  and  2  Rangoon  Street,  E.G.,  are  introducing  the  "Tigress " 
brand  of  saccharin  to  the  trade.  They  claim  that  it  is  the 
purest  and  sweetest  on  the  market,  and  555  times  sweeter 
than  sugar.  An  analysis  by  Dr.  Fresenius  shows  the  article 
to  be  quite  free  from  para-sulphamin-benzoic  acid,  and  the 
saccharin  to  be  present  in  the  proportion  of  99  81  per  cent. 
The  product  is,  we  understand,  manufactured  by  a  special 
process,  which  differs  from  those  at  present  in  use.  The 
saccharin  is  pure,  and  as  the  firm  are  prepared  to  hold  their 
own  in  the  matter  of  price,  it  should  be  worth  the  attention 
of  aerated-water  makers  and  other  large  users. 

Messrs.  John  Gosnell  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  placed 
their  specialities  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  and  are  this  week 
making  bold  announcement  of  the  fact.  In  addition  to  their 
popular  "Cherry-blossom,"  they  announce  that  they  will 
soon  introduce  and  largely  advertise  a  new  series  of  per- 
fumes and  toilet-articles  under  the  trade-mark  title  of 
"  Famora."  In  addition  to  ensuring  to  all  retailers  of  their 
goods  a  profit  of  25  per  cent,  anyway,  they  have  adopted  a 
special  form  of  agreement,  and  are  willing  to  guarantee  to 
retuilers  who  sign  it,  undertaking  to  push  the  sale  of  their 
specialities  in  every  reasonable  way  and  not  to  substitute 
others  for  them  when  asked  for,  an  additional  discount, 
making  a  profit  of  37|  per  cent,  in  all.  This  is  a  bold  bid 
for  trade-favour,  and  deserves  success. 

We  stated  last  week  that  the  Institute's  medal  for  aerated 
■waters  in  syphons  and  bottles  was  awarded  to  Camwal 
at  the  Sanitary  Congress  Exhibition  at  Birmingham.  The 
information  was  furnished  by  Camwal,  but  it  has  been 
challenged  by  a  correspondent  who  tells  us  that  bronze 
medals  were  awarded  to  Camwal,  Schweppe  &  Co.,  and 
Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  for  aerated  waters,  so  that 
neither  firm  can  claim  to  have  had  "  the  "  Institute's  medal. 
Camwal,  however,  maintain  that  the  statement  is  perfectly 
correct.  They  say  the  Sanitary  Institute  test  each  article 
on  its  own  merits,  and  if  the  judges  think  an  article  is  good 
enough  they  award  the  Institute's  medal  to  it,  the  award 
being  quite  independent  of  competition. 

Butterfly  Sachets.  —  Messrs.  Marshalls'  (Limited), 
27  Red  Lion  Squaie,  W.C.,  have  hit  upon  a  novelty  which  is 


really  new.  They  are  introducing  to  the  trade  a  new  style 
of  sachet  in  the  form  of  a  butterfly.  The  body  of  the  butter- 
fly is  made  of  sachet-powder,  massed  and  moulded  to  shape. 
The  wings  measure  4  inches  from  tip  to  tip,  and  are  coloured 
to  represent  the  different  beauties  of  the  butterfly  world. 
The  butterfly  sachets,  which  are  supplied  in  forty  varieties, 
are  intended  for  perfuming  and  ornamenting  curtains,  lamp- 
shades, &c,  to  which  they  are  attached  by  means  of  hooked 
legs.  The  sachets  are  a  6d.  line,  and  are  sent  out  in  glass- 
topped  boxes  for  counter  and  window  display.  They  should 
be  a  very  saleable  line  at  the  approaching  perfume  season. 

•  Tom  Brooks's  Ideas. — Mr.  Tom  Brooks,  of  Hornsey,  N.,  has 
brought  out  an  improved  style  of  his  solid  perfumes,  amongst 
the  odours  being  wood-violet,  musk  and  heliotrope,  old 


English  lavender,  and  moss-rose.  They  are  strong  perfumes 
yet  delicate,  and  retain  the  odour  for  a  longer  period  than 
perfumes  made  with  an  earthy  basis.  Mr.  Brooks  puts  them 
up  in  pretty  floral  envelopes,  carded,  or  in  illuminated  boxes 
of  half  a  dozen.  The  perfumes  retail  at  Id.  each.  Another 
good  thing  is  "  Hair  Clean,"  a  powder  for  making  parasitic- 
hair  lotion.  It  appears  to  contain  substances  (inorganic 
and  vegetable)  which  we  know  to  be  active  parasiticides  and 
harmless  to  the  hair  itself.  The  powder  dissolves  quickly, 
and  makes  a  lotion  of  good  appearance.    It  retails  at  3d. 

Dr.  Hommel's  HiEMATOGEN  — Messrs.  Nicolay  &  Co.,  of 
Zurich,  the  manufacturers  of  this  preparation,  having  found 
that,  without  any  pushing  on  their  part,  its  sale  had  been 
taken  up  in  this  country  and  was  increasing,  have  established 
a  depot  for  it  at  36  and  36a  St.  Andrews  Hill,  E.G.,  with  the 
object  of  making  it  better  known  to  the  medical  profession. 
Dr.  Hommel's  hcematogen  differs  from  most  other  haemoglobin 
preparations  in  that  it  contains  besides  haemoglobin,  serum 
albumen,  in  combination  with  vehicles  which  ensure  the 
activity  and  stability  of  the  ingredients.  "Hasmatogen"  is 
a  viscous  liquid,  of  a  reddish-brown  colour,  which  mixes 
readily  with  aerated  water,  in  which  by  preference  it  shouli 
be  taken  before  meals,  but  one  good  dose,  taken  once  a  day 
before  dinner,  suffices  in  beginning  the  treatment.  It  is,  we 
find,  rich  in  haemoglobin  and  albumen,  and  as  a  blood-former 
there  are  few  things  to  equal  such  a  combination.  The 
reports  on  Dr.  Hommel's  preparation  by  foreig-n  medical  men 
are  exceptionally  eulogistic,  and  indicate  that  its  administra- 
tion is  immediately  followed  by  an  increase  in  the  red-blood 
corpuscles.  It  is  well  tolerated  by  the  stomach — in  fact,  one 
of  its  advantages  is  that  it  improves  the  digestion  of  the 
anaemic.  The  preparation  is  put  up  in  250-gramme  (9  oz.) 
bottles,  to  retail  at  4s.  Chemists  who  would  like  further 
information  regarding  it  or  samples  should  write  to  the 
above  address. 


©at  Gown  Gravcllcr. 


THE  wholesale  drug-trade  is  beginning  to  feel  that  the 
winter  trade  is  coming  along.  Sundries  houses  are  busy, 
the  pretty  things  for  Christmas  are  going  fairly  well,  and 
when  I  drop  into  the  City  warehouses  I  long  to  be  a  buyer, 
because  then  I  should  select  just  the  thiDgs  that  would  suit 
my  trade,  and  leave  others  severely  alone.  This  autumn  has 
been  especially  rich  in 

Artistic  Developments  in  Perfumery. 

This  is  a  propos  of  some  notes  gathered  at  Messrs.  Corbyn, 
Stacey  &  Co's.  in  regard  to  new  natural  perfumes,  but  it 


really  applies  generally,  for  the  products  of  the  perfumery- 
manufacturer  keep  pace  with  improved  public  taste.    There  S 


October  29,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


699 


a  beautiful  gold  casket  of  pot  pourri  which  the  firm  have 
designed  to  retail  at  2s.  6d.  to  5s.  It  is  done  in  Maltese 
filigree-work,  with  a  dark-crimson  lining  to  the  sides,  and  is 
so  appropriate  a  thing  for  the  toilet-table  or  bedroom-mantel- 
piece that  it  should  sell  readily.  In  special  fancy  cases  of 
perfumes  for  Christmas  trade  the  firm  make  new  departures 
this  year.  The  illustration  opposite  shows  one  of  many  styles 
of  boxes,  containing  two  cut  bottles  of  perfume  lying  in  a 
bed  of  blue  or  pick  satin.  Another  similar  style  of  bottle  is 
in  a  heart-shaped  box,  covered  with  "  Cupid  on  a  bike  "  paper, 
and  lined  with  satin.  A  third  is  the  Edenia,  not  unlike  the 
figure  in  shape  of  box,  but  with  Edenia  bottles  labelled  with 
name.  Other  boxes  are  decorated  with  pompadour  and 
Dolly  Varden  papers,  and  there  are  hosts  of  plain  leatherette 
monogram  boxes  with  one  and  two  bottles  of  perfume,  which 
are  good  for  sale  all  the  year  round  as  well  as  at  Christmas. 
While  these  examples  show  how  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  & 
Co.  (Limited)  are  meeting  the  season's  wants  of  the  trade 
they  have  many  other  novelties,  for  this  department  is  a 
growing  one  with  them,  and  the  high  quality  which  they 
keep  up  has  already  been  proved.  These  are  a  few  of  the 
new  single  lines  which  they  have  ready  : — 


MQwamS  Supekpi 


A  is  a  new  bulb-shape  Cologne  in  green  glass,  giss.  5s.  3d., 
giij.  9s.  6d.  per  doz.  A  lavender-water  is  put  up  in  the  same 
style,  white  flint,  at  the  same  prices.  B  and  C  are  types  of 
a  popular  series,  cost,  |ss.  4s.  to  4s.  6cl,  and  §j.  8s.  to  8s.  6^. 
per  doz.  There  are  seven  styles  of  labels  to  cnoose  from,  all 
tasteful,  none  gaudy,  and  four  styles  of  bottles.  D  speaks 
for  itself.  The  §].,  cased,  is  a  good  eighteen-penny  worth,  and 
costs  9s.  per  doz.  One  of  the  firm's  ideas  is  to  give  the  pur- 
chaser the  choice  of  having  cheap  as  well  as  high-price 
perfumes  in  individual  cases,  so  that  the  retailer  is  much 
better  able  to  push  the  sale  of  these  goods  than  when  they 
are  uncased,  and  he  gets  a  better  price  for  them. 

*  *  *  * 

"You're  rather  early  yet  for  our  full  Christmas  show," 
said  Mr.  Carter,  as  I  looked  in  at 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson's 

one  day  this  week,  "but  I  dare  say  you  will  find  something 
interesting  in  11  Aldersgate  Street."  "The  inhabitants 
alone  ensure  the  interest,""l  replied,  in  my  best  Chesterfield 
manner,  and  then  Mr.  Carter  conducted  me  round  to  the 
tinted-spray  department,  and  the  mass  of  colour  so  dazzled 
me  as  to  preclude  further  speech.  "  We  have  nothing  much 
new  among  sprays,"  he  said,  "  but  you  might  look  through 
these  and  see  what  you  can  find."    This  was  kind,  but  im- 


practicable. Considering  that  there  were  several  hundred 
sprays  of  all  shapes,  sizes,  and  colours,  it  would  have  taken 
me  the  best  part  of  a  week  to  judge  accurately  of  their 
respective  merits.  Last  season's  rainbow  patterns  predo- 
minated, but  there  are  many  new  shapes  and  new  shades — in 
particular,  a  ruby  with  gold  enamelled  shields  and  embossed 
flowering.  A  combination  cut  glass  spray  and  puff-box  was 
ingenious  and  handy,  and  a  cut  glass  Cologne  flask,  tinted 
down  in  various  colours,  with  a  silver-mounted  screw- stopper, 
was  dainty  and  rich-looking.  Boxed  perfumes  were  the 
next  show.  Among  these  some  velvet  caskets  in  assorted 
colours,  lined  with  red  satin,  and  containing  square-cut 
stoppered  bottles  of  high-class  perfumes,  were  very 
choice.  So  were  some  of  Itoger  &  Gallet's  caskets, 
for  which  firm  Messrs.  Maw  are  English  agents. 
Passing  the  Freck  dispensing-tablet  machine,  which  was 
described  in  our  issue  of  March  12,  page  435,  Mr.  Carter 
reported  it  as  going  strong.  Dr.  Klein's  meat- juice  ex- 
tractor for  household  use,  on  the  principle  of  the  tincture- 


press,  seemed  to  be  a  novelty  which,  would  be  useful  to 
chemists  who  want  to  make  their  own  meat-juices,  or  to  sell 
to  housewives  who  do.  A  new  pencil-shaped  menthol,  put 
up  in  a  nickel-plated  screw-case,  and  selling  at  4^.,  was 
shown  me.  The  "  Vitalite "  anti-incrustators  are  a  new- 
patented  article  which  is  recommended  for  softening  and 
purifying  water.  These  are  made  of  wedges  of  loofah  joined 
together  to  form  a  circle,  and  one  of  them  placed  in  a  kettle 
or  boiler  with  the  water  attracts  the  deposit  which  would 
otherwise  fur  the  sides.  These  useful  articles  are  sold  in 
two  sizes,  small  for  kettles  or  other  household  utensils  (6^.), 
and  a  larger  shilling  size  for  boilers. 

Shortee  Houns  IN  New  Yobk. — We  have  reported 
several  times  on  the  movement  in  the  New  York  drug-trade 
for  shorter  hours  for  chemists'  assistants.  The  organisers 
make  the  most  of  the  thing,  but  the  respect  in  which  they 
are  held  is  fairly  shown  by  the  following  paragraph,  which 
we  quote  from  the  American  Druggist : — 

This  whole  aptation  would  be  very  absurd  and  ludicrous  were 
it  not  just  a  trifle  annoying.  The  shame  and  disgust  which  is 
felt  by  every  pharmacist  in  New  York,  with  the  exception  of  the 
few  who  have  lent  their  support  to  the  "  League,"  at  the  intrusion 
into  pharmacy  of  irresponsible  demagogues  of  the  "  walking 
delegate  "  order  is  too  great  for  expression,  but  pity  should  not 
be  extended  to  them  in  half  the  degree  that  it  should  go  to  the 
ministers  of  religion  and  women  reformers  who  have  been  inveigled 
into  commending  the  movement. 
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aifrefc  lb.  Ellen. 

His  Book. 


THE  publication  of  Vol.  IV.  of  "Commercial  Organic 
Analysis  "  incites  to  reminiscence  rather  than  review,  for 
in  English  chemical  literature  there  is  no  exact  parallel  to  this 
work.  Brande,  Ure,  and  Miller  in  days  gone  by  covered  a 
field  which  in  their  time  was  considered  as  wide  as  that 
which  Mr.  Allen  has  ventured  upon,  but  neither  they  nor 
any  modern  chemist  have  attacked  the  practical  methods 
which  are  the  feature  of  Mr.  Allen's  book,  and  therein  is  the 
wonder.  The  outstanding  feature  of  "  Commercial  Organic 
Analysis"  is  that  it  is  a  record  of  personal  experience;  also, 


Alfred  Henry  Ai.len,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
Ex-President,  Society  of  Public  Analysts. 

undoubtedly,  a  compilation,  but  laboratory  skill  of  high 
order,  wide  knowledge  of  chemical  literature,  familiarity 
with  chemical  technique,  and  appreciation  of  the  needs  of 
analysts  of  different  cults  have  controlled  the  compilation. 
This  is  high  praise,  but  if  one  glances  at  the  abbreviated 
contents  of  the  volumes,  and  bears  in  mind  that  every 
sentence  in  them  has  been  written  by  the  author  (one  of  the 
busiest  analysts  in  England)  in  his  spare  time,  none  will 
think  that  the  praise  is  too  high : — 

Volume  I. — Introduction  [including  physical  properties  of 
organic  bodies  ;  fractional  distillation ;  ultimate  organic  analysis  ; 
action  of  solvents;  &c]  ;  Alcohols;  Neutral  Alcoholic  Derivatives; 
Sugars ;  Starch  and  its  Isomers ;  Vegetable  Acids  !  including  acetic 
acid,  pyroligneous  acid,  and  vinegar ;  acetates;  tartaric  acid  and 
tartars;  citric  acid,  lime-juice,  and  lemon-juice,  &c]  Pp.  480. 
1st  ed.  1879.    2nd  ed.  1885. 

Volume  EL — Fixed  Oils  and  Fats  ;  Hydrocarbons  ;  Phenols. 
Pp.  583.    1st  ed.  1882.    2nd  ed.  1886. 

Volume  III.,  Part  I. — Aromatic  Acids  [including  phenol-sul- 
phonic,  benzoic,  cinnamic,  salicylic,  and  gallic  acids;  tannins; 
tanning-materials  ;  writing-inks,  &c.];  Dyes  and  Colouring-matters. 
Pp.  431.  2nd  ed.  1889.  [Note.— The  first  two  volumes  went  out 
of  print  so  quickly  that  the  author  while  compiling  Vol.  III.  had 
to  rewrite  Vols.  I.  and  II.,  so  that  the  second  edition  of  the  subse- 
quent volumes  is  virtually  the  first. — Ed.  C.  <C  L) .] 

Volume  III.,  Part  ti. — Amines  and  Ammonium  Bases  ;  Hydra- 
zines ;  Bases  from  Tsir  ;  Vegetable  Alkaloids.    1892.    Pp.  583. 

Volume  III.,  Partjfe— Vegetable  Alkaloids  (concluded) ;  Non- 
basic  Vegetable  BittSBPrinciples ;  Animal  Bases;  Animal  Acids; 
Cyanogen  and  its  Derivatives.    1896.    Pp.  5C8. 


Volume  IV. — Proteids  and  Albuminous  Principles  ;  Proteoids  or 
Albuminoids,  with  an  Appendix  on  the  Analysis  of  Proteids,  &c. ; 
and  Addenda.    1898     Pp.  580.  18s. 

[The  book  is  published  by  J.  &  A.  Churchill.] 

Altogether  we  have  3,165  large  octavo  pages  of  print. 
What  a  busy  leisure  Mr.  Allen  has  had  these  twenty  years! 
Chemists  have  ever  been  curious  to  know  how  he  has  done 
it,  and  we  have  heard  many  explanations  given ;  some 
ingenious,  some  suggestive  of  the  resources  of  a  millionaire, 
none  of  them  correct;  for  after  all  it  is  a  one- man  affair — the 
leisure  work  of  a  man  of  systematic  habits,  keen  memory, 
wide  interests,  and  a  facile  pen. 

Five-and-twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Allen  commenced  to  keep 
index-books  of  all  facts  and  processes  which  came  within 
his  reading,  and  along  with  these  he  started  to  keep  cuttings 
of  such  things  as  he  thought  would  come  in  useful.  There 
is  no  article  or  subject  in  the  six  volumes  epitomised  above 
about  which  he  has  not  a  complete  set  of  references  to  all  the 
important  work  done  in  them  during  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
This  magazine  of  materials  he  keeps  in  his  private  residence, 
and  there  all  the  volumes  have  been  written  and  rewritten. 
The  book  is  not  a  liy/tor  cvttingorum  concentratus,  however; 
for  we  know  from  personal  experience  that  Mr.  Allen  is  an 
experimental  adept  and  unflagging  correspondent.  If  a  man 
published  a  novel  analytical  process  which  came  within  the 
scope  of  "  Commercial  Organic  Analysis,''  he  might  hear 
from  Mr.  Allen  one  day  that  he  had  tried  it  and  found  it 
to  go  so-and-so,  and  would  not  this-or-that  improve  it.  Then 
would  follow  an  animated  and  pleasurable  correspondence 
during  a  few  weeks,  and  the  man  would  hear  no  more  about 
it  until  some  day  he  received  a  section  of  "  C.  O.  A."  contain- 
ing perhaps  a  dozen  lines,  perhaps  a  page  or  two,  about  the 
matter—  the  facts  there,  thoroughly  silted,  grufs  rejected, 
and.  not  a  line  wasted.  This  determination  of  Mr.  Allon's  to 
be  exact  may  be  gathered  from  the  prefatory  and  other 
acknowledgments  in  the  volumes,  but  only  the  few  whose 
services  are  mentioned  know  the  labour  which  this  thorough- 
ness has  entailed,  although  the  users  of  the  book  have 
appreciated  the  benefit  of  it. 

Another  point  which  may  be  unknown  to  the  present  younger 
race  of  analysts  is  that  when  the  first  volume  was  published 
in  1879  there  had  been  practically  no  attempt  made  to  get 
away  from  what  is  known  as  "proximate  organic  analysis"; 
the  composition  of  many  organic  products  was  known,  but 
it  was  unsystematized,  and  as  yet  technical  chemistry  had 
scarcely  found  its  analytical  feet.  Mr.  Allen  had  to  evolve 
his  plan  as  he  went  along.  He  started  with  the  idea  of 
making  one  volume,  found  a  second  needful,  and  has  ended 
by  giving  us  the  six  goodly  volumes.  The  second  volume 
contains  the  first  attempt  to  systematise  our  knowledge  of 
fixed  fats  and  oils,  and  in  publishing  it  (under  the  idea  that 
he  was  completine;  the  work)  the  author  said  :  "  I  have  fonnd 
considerable  di;liculty  in  giving  the  subject-matter  an 
arrangement  which  should  be  at  once  fairly  scientific  and 
practically  convenient,  and  can  only  say  that  the  plan  which 
ba<  been  adopted  is  the  result  of  prolonged  consideration 
and  consultation."  That  might  equally  be  said  of  the  other 
volumes ;  in  their  way  they  are  all  pioneering.  Mr.  Allen 
intended  to  stop  with  the  second  volume — at  least  "till a 
demand  shall  arise  for  an  additional  volume,  or  a  second 
edition  of  those  already  published."  We  know  now  that  the 
first  five  volumes  have  been  selling  at  a  premium,  which  is 
the  best  index  of  appreciation  ;  but  it  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  the  author  never  regarded  the  work  as  a  money- 
making  thing,  and  the  publication  has  been  faithful  to  his 
ideas,  The  richer  reward  is  the  esteem  in  which  the  book  is 
held  by  chemists. 

The  style  of  the  work  is  peculiar  amongst  chemical-books. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  which  a  man  can  sit  down  with;  it 
reads  like  a  series  of  monographs,  each  complete,  well- 
fashioned,  and  in  good  literary  style.  We  fancy  Mr.  Allen 
is  a9  particular  about  his  sentences  as  he  is  careful  of  nis 
facts,  and  that  he  has  as  much  pleasure  in  reading  the  wo" 

After  all,  this  is  the 


detail ; 


now  as  he  had  labour  in  writing  it. 
test  of  literary  excellence. 

We  have  not  attempted  to  treat  each  volume  in 
that,  indeed,  we  have  done  as  they  appeared,  but  we  nav 
left  here  and  there,  in  the  contents,  some  of  the  subjects  o 
the  chapters.  This  is  in  order  to  show  the  character  or  toe 
work.  There  is  something  in  each  of  the  volumes  wmca 
pertains  to  pharmacy.    For  that  reason  pharmacists  nave 
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valued  the  work,  and  this  may  be  said  of  brewers,  dyers, 
soapmakers,  public  analysts,  and  technical  chemists  gene- 
rally, for  each  of  them  has  found  in  the  book  specialised 
subject-matter.  It  is  notable  that,  although  the  author  is 
one  of  the  most  caustic  controversialists  in  English  chemistry 
and  tenacious  of  his  arguments  when  he  has  made  up  his 
mind,  "  Commercial  Organic  Analysis "  is  the  essence  of 
impartiality,  and  differing  views  are  expressed  in  it  without 
bias. 

Volume  IV.  is  more  concerned  with  food-stuffs  than  any 
which  preceded  it.  After  dealing  with  the  chemistry 
of  proteids  generally,  those  of  eggs,  blood-plasma,  urine, 
plants,  and  milk  are  treated  in  succession,  briefly  but  ade- 
quately ;  then  the  author  enters  upon  the  chemistry  and 
analysis  of  milk  and  milk-products  in  so  exhaustive  a 
manner  that  nearly  200  pages  are  taken  up  with  this 
monograph.  This  unquestionably  is  the  most  interesting 
and  valuable  part  of  the  volume.  It  bristles  with  analytical 
data  and  opinions.  The  composition  of  every  known  milk  is 
given,  and  analytical  methods  are  fully  described,  including 
the  methods  of  our  Government  chemists.  Condensed  milks, 
cream,  cheese,  koumiss,  and  milk-sugar  are  also  dealt  with. 
This  part  is  followed  by  a  savoury  chapter  on  meat,  in  which 
one  finds  most  curious  information — »■  //.,  the  analysis  of  a 
saveloy,  and  comparative  analyses  of  the  better  known  meat- 
extiacts,  which,  by  the  way,  carry  with  them  a  lot  of  dry 
humour  extracted  from  the  manufacturers'  advertisements. 
Following  this  comes  a  chapter  on  the  proteids  of  digestion, 
which  is  of  special  interest  to  pharmacists  and  physicians,  as  it 
deals  fully  with  peptic  and  pancreatic  d  igestion  and  peptonised 
foods.  "  Hosmogiobin  and  its  Allies  "  tells  us  all  about  the 
blood  ;  then  under  "  Proteoids  or  Albuminoids  "  many  of  the 
well-known  colloids  are  considered  in  their  chemical  and 
commercial  aspects — e.g.,  gelatin,  glue,  and  isinglass,  silk  and 
sponges,  hair  and  hair-dyes — and  the  work  concludes  with 
twenty  pages  of  cotes  on  papers  published  while  the  rest  of 
the  volume  was  in  the  press.  We  cannot  pretend  to  criticise 
as  it  deserves  a  volume  which  has  been  only  a  fortnight  in 
our  hands,  but  several  evenings  spent  over  it  convince  us 
that  it  is  up  to  the  standard  of  the  rest  of  the  work.  In  the 
preface  Mr.  Allen  says  :  — 

I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  leave  the  work  to  which  I  have 
devoted  the  best  years  of  my  life  to  a  certain  extent  incomplete. 
I  hope,  however,  to  publish  an  appendix  to  each  volume,  which 
will  contain  the  more  important  of  the  facts  and  processes  which 
have  accumulated  in  such  enormous  numbers  of  late  years.  The 
hiatus  occasioned  by  my  inability  to  undertake  personally  the 
systematic  revision  of  the  earlier  volumes  is  fortunately  minimised 
■by  the  fact  that  my  friend  Dr.  Henry  Leffmann,  of  Philadelphia,  is 
now  engaged  in  partially  revising  them. 

"  To  a  certain  extent  incomplete  "  we  do  not  recognise.  It 
is  a  big  task  well  done,  in  a  large  measure  because  leisurely 
done,  and  we  congratulate  the  author  on  its  completion. 


fiDa  rnages. 


Eveleigh — G William. — On  October  25,  at  Bedminton, 
Bristol,  B.  C.  Eveleigh  (representative  in  S.  Wales  and  West 
of  England  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  of  Exeter),  to 
Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  O.  Gwilliam,  of  Bristol. 

Johnson— Lloyd.— On  October  20,  at  Garston,  by  the  Rev. 
C.  Nelson  Dove,  Frederick  Brace  Johnson  to  Mary  Gertrude, 
eldest  daughter  of  T.  E.  Lloyd,  chemist  and  druggist, 
•Garston. 


Beatbs. 


Beown.— Killed  in  the  Lincolnshire  railway  disaster  last 
week,  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  analytical  chemist,  and  secretary 
to  Messrs.  J.  Brown  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists, 
Thornhill  and  Giimsby.    Aged  24. 

Davidson — The  death  has  occurred  at  Dublin  of  Mr. 
Davidson,  representative  of  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Westlaud  Row,  Dublin. 

Gadd.— On  October  19,  at  Market  Rasen,  Mr.  Herbert 
•Gadd,  dispenser  to  Messrs.  Barton  k  Sons.    Aeed  48. 


Nadin. — Councillor  J.  Nadin,  of  Shellield,  one  of  the 
oldest-established  medical  herbalists  in  the  country,  died  on 
the  21st  inst.,  at  the  age  of  75  years.  Mr.  Nadin  has  repre- 
sented St.  Philip's  Ward  in  the  Sheffield  Council  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  and  for  long  has  borne  the  title  of  "  Father  of 
the  City  Council.'"  A  few  years  ago  his  long  connection 
with  the  municipality  was  signalised  by  a  public  presenta- 
tion of  an  illuminated  address  and  portrait  in  oils,  in  which 
all  classes  of  citizens  took  part  without  party  or  political 
feeling.  Mr.  Nadin  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Mr.  J. 
Nadin,  surgeon,  of  Upperthorpe.  His  place  of  business  in 
Shalesmoor  was  well  known,  though  during  the  last  few 
years,  his  health  failing,  his  connection  with  it  has  not  been 
active. 

Pattinson. — On  October  22,  in  London,  Mr.  Hugh  Lee 
Pattinson,  head  of  the  late  firm  of  H.  L.  Pattinson  &  Co., 
chemical-manufacturers,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Aged  68.  The 
deceased  gentleman  was  the  son  of  the  discoverer  of  the 
process  for  desilverizing  lead,  by  whom  the  chemical-works 
at  Felling,  on  Tyneside,  were  established  after  his  discovery 
had  made  him  rich  and  famous.  After  his  father's  death 
the  business  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  K.  L.  Pattinson  and 
three  partners  for  many  years  ;  but  the  firm  ceased  to  exist 
and  the  works  were  closed  twelve  years  ago,  after  which  Mr. 
Pattinson  removed  to  London.  While  in  Newcastle  Mr. 
Pattinson  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Gateshead  Board  of  Guardians,  and  held  a 
seat  on  the  Newcastle  Town  Council.  As  busine~s-demand> 
increased  he  gradually  retired  from  public  life,  but  he  was 
associated  with  may  philanthropic  schemes  for  bettering  the 
social  conditions  of  the  workmen  and  poorer  classes  in  the 
district.  In  connection  with  the  works  at  Felling  he  insti- 
tuted schools  for  the  children  and  an  excellent  newsroom 
and  library  for  adults.  He  leaver  a  widow  and  several  sons 
and  daughters. 

Savage. — October  8,  at  39  Harbour  Row,  Queenstown, 
William  Savage,  L. P.S.I. ,  late  of  Cape  Town,  South  Africa. 
Aged  24. 

Tucker. — On  August  23,  from  heart-disease,  Mr.  Percy 
Tucker,  late  manager  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.'s  branch 
at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands.  Mr.  Tucker  served  his  ap- 
prenticeship with  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Exeter,  and  after  qualifving 
he  went  to  Manila  as  an  assistant  in  the  early  part  of  1385, 
succeeding  to  the  managership  shortly  afterwards. 

Vincent. — On  October  20,  Mr.  Philip  Vincent,  chemist 
and  dentist,  Walham  Green,  S  W.  Aged  49.  The  late  Mr. 
Vincent  was  a  popular  and  much  respected  man,  and  a  hard 
worker  for  the  Peterborough  Benevolent  Society. 


Wills  of  SJeceasefc  Cbeimsts. 


Allen. — The  will  of  Mr.  Joseph  Allen,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Castleford,  who  died  on  May  9,  1898,  has  been  proved 
by  Mrs.  Allen,  the  widow,  and  Mr.  Robert  Gillatt,  Castleford. 
The  testator's  estate  was  sworn  at  2  585/.  19s. 

Anderson. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Anderson, 
chemist  and  drugeist.  King's  Norton,  Worcestershire,  has 
been  proved  by  Mrs.  Catherine  Anderson,  widow  and  sole 
executrix  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at 
205/.  As.  2d. 

Foeeest — The  will  of  Mr.  Alexander  Forrest,  manufac- 
turing chemist,  Heaton  Moor  and  Holt  Town,  Manchester, 
who  died  on  March  16,  1898,  has  been  proved  by  his  sons, 
Messrs.  J.  A.  M.  Forrest  and  G  C.  Forrest,  by  whom  the 
testator's  estate  was  sworn  at  17,567/.  19s.  3i. 

Jackson. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Thos.  Jackson,  chemist 
Clayton  and  Droylsden,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs.  Jackson 
the  widow,  and  Mrs.  Johnstone  and  Miss  Minnie  Jackson,  the 
daughter,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Jackson,  the  son  of  the  testator, 
whose  personalty  was  sworn  at  8,375/.  8s.  4^.  gross  and 
4,910/.  10s.  M.  net. 

Mathee. — The  will  of  Mr.  William  Mather,  chemist  and 
druggist.  South  HyltoD,  Durham,  has  been  proved  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Mather,  the  son,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Mather,  the 
daughter,  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at 
552Z.  17s. 
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flM)armac\>  in  IRcw  JSrunswich. 

(By  our  Commistioner), 


fT'HE  town  of  St.  John,  the  commercial  capital  of  New 
_L  Brunswick,  is  enterprising  and  progressive.  An  ex- 
mayor  lately  toured  through  the  Old  Country  urging  the 
claims  of  St.  John  to  the  consideration  of  the  Imperial 
Government,  of  shipping  companies,  and  of  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  the  centres  visited.  The  civic  authorities  ad- 
vocate the  adoption  of  their  town  as  the  winter  port  of 
Canada  when  ice-fields  block  the  St.  Lawrence  to  navi- 
gation, and  their  persistence  is  deserving  of  success.  A 
new  industry  is  about  to  be  started  on  a  large  scale — the 
manufacture  of  wood-pulp.  This  has  not  hitherto  been 
attempted  in  this  part  of  New  Brunswick. 

The  New  Brunswick  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  incor- 
porated in  1884,  and  is,  therefore,  the  junior  of  the  Nova 
Scotia  Society  by  eight  years.  Its  powers  are  more  limited. 
Its  schedule  is  a  poisons'  schedule,  and  the  items  named  in 
it  can  only  be  sold  under  the  restrictions  familiar  to  the 
British  druggist.  The  Society  may  exact  a  fee  from  every 
licentiate  who  is  in  business— a  law  which  prevails  generally 
throughout  Cacada.    The  maximum  fee  under  their  legal 


The  President's  Pharmacy. 

powers  is  $4,  but  it  is  usually  only  half  this  amount.  The 
Society's  annual  meeting  is  held  in  St.  John  every  second 
year,  and  in  one  of  the  other  New  Brunswick  towns  in  alternate 
years.  At  these  yearly  gatherings  the  business  usually  lasts 
from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half.  An  annual  dinner 
always  follows  it,  and  lasts — well,  that  depends  entirely  on 
the  menu.  On  a  recent  occasion,  when  Moncton  was  the 
scene  of  deliberation  and  festivity,  it  was  felt  that  justice 
could  be  done  to  the  table  only  by  an  all-night  sitting. 

The  list  of  druggists  in  business  contains  ninety-four 
names,  of  whom  forty  are  found  in  St.  John.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  considered  to  be  well  supplied  with  the 
harmless  necessary  chemist.  The  assistants  who  hold 
diplomas  make  an  additional  thirty-one  names,  but  the 
annual  fee  is  not  exacted  from  them.  The  present  President 
of  the  Society  is  Mr.  W.  C.  R.  Allan,  whose  store  adorns 
King  Street.  He  has  also  a  branch  in  Carleton,  just  across 
the  harbour.  One  of  the  best  drug-shops  in  the  town  is  that 
which  is  run  under  the  name  of  A.  Chipman  Smith  &  Co. 
The  proprietor,  Mr.  Struan  Robertson,  was  President  of  the 
Society  last  year,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem.  He  is  a 
brother  of  the  St.  John  ex-mayor  referred  to  above. 

There  are  two  houses  whose  transactions  are  exclusively 
wholesale.  The  youngest  and  most  extensive  is  the  Cana- 
dian Drug  Company.  This  firm  was  established  about 
eighteen  months  ago,  and  made  such  a  strong  bid  for  the 


trade  of  the  maritime  provinces  that  now  they  have  six 
representatives  on  the  road.  It  is  said  that  they  have  cut 
up  prices  considerably,  although  they  deny  the  impeachment. 
Certainly  they  keep  a  much  larger  and  varied  stock,  par- 
ticularly in  sundries,  than  had  formerly  been  held  by  any 
house  in  the  lower  provinces.  The  other  wholesale  house 
is  that  of  T.  B.  Barker  &  Sons,  King  Street,  an  old-established 
house  who  do  not  go  so  far  afield  as  their  more  ambitious 
rivals. 

The  importation  of  drugs  and  other  goods  sold  by  drug- 
gists is  largely — almost  entirely — in  the  hands  of  the  whole- 
sale or  jobbing  houses.  A  few  retailers  import  to  a  slight 
extent.  During  the  month  of  July  large  parcels  of  goods 
were  brought  in  from  Germany  and  the  United  States,  when 
these  nations  participated  in  the  25-per-cent.  rebate  on  the 
tariff  which  is  now  allowed  off  British  goods  alone.  The 
larger  retailers  are  inclined  to  buy  more  from  manufacturing 
houses,  and  it  lies  with  the  latter  to  improve  the  opportunity 
offered.  It  means,  of  course,  buying  in  larger  quantity,  but 
if  it  can  be  shown  that  there  would  be  a  saving  of  money 
commensurate  to  the  additional  outlay — and  the  buyer  is 
open  to  conviction  on  this  point — there  is  trade  to  be  done. 
The  complaint  is  that  British  houses  do  not  come  and  solicit 
the  business,  and  it  goes  to  those  who  do.  An  English  soap- 
house  recently  took  up  Canada  and  worked  it  well.  The 
result  is  that  a  great  many  of  the  retailers  in  the  towns  I 
have  visited  import  this  make  of  toilet-soap,  and  in  most  cases 
it  is  the  only  account  which  they  have  in  the  Old 
Country.  I  have  frequently  heard  British  goods  compared 
to  their  disadvantage  with  German  which  have  obtained  a 
large  hold.  As  it  takes  longer  time  by  several  weeks  to 
receive  goods  from  the  Fatherland,  there  must  be  sub- 
stantial advantages  in  other  respects  to  account  for  their 
large  consumption.  Price  has  hitherto  been  one  of  these  in 
some  lines.  The  preferential  rebate  will  in  many  lines 
neutralise  this  or  give  it  to  the  Britisher.  By  comparing 
his  own  and  his  German  competitors'  prices,  it  should  be  no 
difficult  task  for  the  British  manufacturer  to  ascertain  what 
goods  will  be  turned  in  the  Canadian  scale  by  the  rebate. 
Packing  is  a  feature  for  which  I  have  heard  the  German 
lauded.  The  retailer  who  purchases  from  the  wholesale 
house  much  prefers  that  his  goods  should  be  in  the  maker's 
original  package.    Thus,  take  a  drug  like,  say,  bromide  of 


The  Ex-President's  Pharmacy. 

ammonia.  The  jobber  stocks  this  in  various  sizes  of  bottles 
— 1,  2,  4,  and  16  oz.— all  bearing  the  original  label  and 
capsule  of  the  manufacturer.  The  retailer  knows  that  he 
receives  this  as  it  left  the  works.  Then  the  bottles  are  not 
charged  for.  They  are  included  in  the  price,  which  naturally 
becomes  less  as  the  quantity  increases. 

The  prices  charged  for  packing-cases— be  they  casks  or 
boxes — are  also  much  lower  in  the  States  or  Germany. 
Perhaps  the  cases  cost  more  in  the  Old  Country,  or,  perhaps, 
the  maker  there  attempts  to  make  a  profit  out  of  these  as 
well.    Explain  it  how  you  will,  the  fact  remains. 
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Another  point  to  which  the  German  pays  particular  atten- 
tion is  the  route  by  which  the  goods  are  sent.  If  there  are 
two  routes  he  takes  care  to  send  by  the  cheaper,  and  none 
of  the  petty  details  of  shipping  and  other  charges  attending 
transport  are  too  insignificent  for  him  to  attend  to,  so  as  to 
save  the  importers  trouble,  time,  and  money.  In  some 
of  these  respects  many  British  makers  have  still  much  to 
learn. 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  in  St.  John  a  cutting  of 
prices  to  some  extent.  Face-value  had  all  along  been  got 
for  all  patent  medicines,  until  a  certain  grocer  conceived 
the  unhappy  but  by  no  means  original  idea  of  making  these 
a  leading  line.  The  St.  John  Drug-trade  Association,  a 
body  apart  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  tried,  by  the 
pressure  of  their  combination  on  the  makers,  to  stop  sup- 
plies. In  this,  however,  they  were  only  partially  successful. 
Some  articles  their  sugar-and-cheese  friend  cannot  get ;  but 
he  still  contrives  to  procure  and  t  o  cut  prices  in  many  articles. 
The  druggists  have  been,  of  course,  compelled  to  follow 
suit.  They  are  now  talking  about  co-operating  for  the  putting 
up  of  their  own  patents.  They  propose  to  form  a  company 
in  which  every  purchaser  would  be  a  shareholder  and  every 
shareholder  a  purchaser.  The  idea  has  been  suggested  and 
sometimes  tried  on  a  limited  scale.  If  it  should  materialise 
in  New  Brunswick  it  will  be  interesting  to  watch. 

Not  many  Cana- 
dian chemists  put  up 
their  own  proprie- 
taries. The  good 
profits  which  patents 
have  yielded  in  the 
past  account  for  this. 
Of  those  who  do, 
some  report  having 
obtained  valuable  as- 
sistance from  "  Phar- 
miceuticalFormulas," 
which  1  found  had 
preceded  my  arrival 
in  the  Dominion.  A 
good  number  prefer 
the  n  on- secret  speci- 
alities put  up  by 
Messrs.  Frederick 
Stearns  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

One  town  in  New 
Brunswick  contains  a 
chemist  for  every 
eight  hundred  in- 
habitants. They  do 
not  starve  either, 
though  the  district  is 
one  of  the  healthiest 
in  Canada.  The  title 
"  druggist,"  however, 
convey  s  the  truth,  but 
not  the  whole  truth. 
They  are  the  liquor- 
vendors  of  the  town, 
and  this  part  of  their 
business  is  much 
more  lucrative  than 
the  pills  and  powders. 
In  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick  the 
Scott  Act  is  in  force 
in  many  counties. 
This  means  that  no 
alcholic  liquids  may 
be    sold    except  in 

 .  .  j     sman  quantities,  and 

on  a  physician's  pre- 
scription. The  chemists  are  thus  the  only  legal  dealers  in 
intoxicants,  and  they  may  only  sell  them  under  the  conditions 
-stated  above.  Regarding  the  wisdom  of  this  Act  much  has 
been  said  pro  and  con,  but  in  practice  it  is  found  impos- 
sible to  enforce  it  if  the  bulk  of  the  populace  set  their  face 
against  it.  The  enforcement  lies  with  the  local  authorities, 
who  are  elected  by  the  people,  and  if  the  former  make  them- 
selves obnoxious  by  acting  up  to  the  law  too  rigorously,  their 
position  as  elders  of  the  people  will  soon  be  held  by  others 


more  willing  to  overlook  what  they  are  not  desired  to  see. 
Every  druggist  in  this  town  has  a  well-stocked  cellar.  One 
of  them — the  last  I  think  to  join  their  ranks — made  a 
stand  and  manfully  tried  to  confine  his  transactions  to  the 
legitimate  drug-business.  He  soon  found,  however,  that  it  was 
"  Sell  whisky  or  starve,"  and  within  six  months  he  succumbed 
to  the  established  practice.  But  the  druggists  do  not  get  off 
scot  free.  Once  in  a  while  they  have  to  pay  a  fine,  which  is 
looked  upon  simply  as  a  tax.  After  payment  they  resume 
as  before,  and  in  six  months  or  a  year  pay  another  fine. 
Within  the  past  twelve  months  eight  druggists — every 
one  in  the  town — have  been  mulcted  in  a  fine  of  $50 
apiece.  It  might  be  supposed  that  this  state  of  affairs  would 
cause  the  chemist  to  lose  caste,  or  to  be  injured  somewhat  in 
his  social  standing.  It  is  not  so.  The  chemists  here  are 
looked  up  to,  as  they  are  nearly  everywhere  else.  The 
moral  generally  drawn  is  that  it  is  quite  futile  to  attempt  to 
bring  about  suppression  of  this  trade  by  legal  prohibition. 

When  in  St.  John  I  inquired  for  the  shop  which  had  for- 
merly been  owned  by  Mr.  Fellows,  of  syrup  renown.  I 
found,  however,  that  it  had  been  pulled  down  many  years 
ago,  and  that  a  dry-goods  store  now  occupies  its  site.  In 
a  small  shop  in  Main  Street  I  came  across  some  of  his 
old  stock-bottles.  I  was  attracted  by  the  unique  style  of  the 
labels — in  the  form  of  a  gold  crescent — and  I  learned  that 
these  had  been  made  to  his  own  design.  They  are  the  only 
ones  of  their  kind  I  have  ever  seen,  and  from  reminiscences 
of  his  history  which  I  gleaned,  originality  seems  to  have 
been  his  strong  point. 


Ibow  to  Great  a  Blacft  j£v>c 


IF  the  case  is  taken  soon  after  the  injury  the  treatment 
consists  of  cold  compresses  or  cooling-lotions;  these 
diminish,  but  do  not  entirely  prevent,  the  swelling  and  colora- 
tion. If  the  patient  is  seen  later  hot  compresses  and 
massase  are  indicated  to  hasten  the  disappearance  of  the 
discoloration.  Cold  compresses  are  to  be  applied  con- 
tinuously at  first.  These  should  consist  of  lint  or  flannel, 
fourfold  or  sixfold,  measuring  1  inch  and  li  inch  in 
diameter,  cooled  upon  a  block  of  ice  and  transferred  to  the 
lids.  Several  compresses  of  this  sort  are  placed  upon  the 
ice,  and  an  exchange  between  the  warm  one  on  the  lids  and 
a  cool  one  from  the  ice  is  made  every  minute  or  two.  Care 
should  be  taken  not  to  allow  the  cold  compresses  to  cover 
the  nose,  as  this  causes  acute  coryza  in  many  persons.  The 
cold  compresses  are  used  for  twenty-four  hours,  either  con- 
tinuously or  every  second  or  third  hour  for  an  hour  at  a 
time,  depending  upon  the  amount  of  redness  and  swelling. 
Good  cooling-lotions  are  : — 


M. 


M. 


Acidi  borici 
Spt.  vim 
Aquae  ad 

Tr.  arnicse 
Aqua?  ad 


5ij. 

sy. 


5i]- 


These  are  applied  cold,  the  compresses  being  wrung 
out»and  changed  frequently.  After  twenty-four  to  forty- 
eight  hours,  when  the  swelling  has  subsided,  the  coloration 
shows  itself  more  pronouncedly.  This  stage  can  be  cut 
short  by  hot  applications  and  by  massage.  Flannel  cloths 
are  to  be  wrung  out  of  water  as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  and 
allowed  to  lie  upon  the  lids,  being  changed  every  minute  or 
two ;  such  applications  are  continued  for  an  hour  at  a  time, 
and  applied  three  times  a  day,  or  of  tener  if  it  is  especially 
desirable  to  hasten  the  return  of  the  lids  to  a  normal  con- 
dition. When  the  skin  is  very  sensitive,  especially  in 
women,  it  is  well  to  apply  a  little  white  vaseline  or  any 
bland  salve  to  the  eyelids  previously,  so  as  to  prevent  irrita- 
tion of  the  skin.  In  massage  the  area  involved  is  smeared 
with  ucg.  hydrarg.  ox.  flav.  or  white  vaseline,  and  then 
gentle  massage  is  practised  for  five  or  ten  minutes  or  longer, 
several  times  a  day.  If  it  is  particularly  desired  to  cause  a 
very  rapid  disappearance  of  the  blood-stain,  the  hot  com- 
presses may  be  used  continuously,  and  the  massage  for  a  few 
hours.— Dr.  Charles  H.  May  in  " N.T.  Medical  Record" 
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EMBROCATIO 


fn  bottlea  to  retail  at 


8d.,  I/-, 
kk 


a/e. 


A.ND  OTHER 


DISINFECT* 


SUfcPHUB  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

fkL,  9d,  and  1/-  each. 
PBBBBB1ED  PEROXIDE    OF  EYBRQOBN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  FIFEB,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.  fto. 

f MB  SANtTAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

AND  636-642  W.  55  Stbeust,  NEW  YORK. 

TOMUNSON  &  C0.  S 


ESTABLISHED  1842 


Only  Address-MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stocked  hy  all  Wholesale  Houses. 

WILCOX    &  CO., 

83  Mortimer   Street,  LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTIC/ L  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH* GERMAN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED.       LOWEST  PRICES. 


A  VERY  FINE  CONSIGNMENT  OF 


NORWEGIAN 


NON-FREEZING 


Cod  Liver  Oil 

AndJwUi  t-e  pleasedfro  quote  in  Barrels,  Win.  Q"s., 
or  Bottles. 


There  is  a   DEMAND  for  MEDICINAL 
LICENCE-FREW 

COCA  WINE. 


The  "Galen"  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 


THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LIM. 

(JOHN   MOSS   4  CO.), 

Wilson    St.,    LONDON,  S.E. 


Condvs  Fluid. 


ELEVEN  INJUNCTIONS 


With  damages  and  costs,  have  been 
obtained  against  Chemists  selling  a 
liquid  not  manufactured  by  Condy  and 
Mitchell,  Ltd.,  in  execution  of  orders  for 
"CONDY'S  FLUID." 


Plli 


The  principle  of 

Fletchers'  Concentrated  £1quor$ 

is  new  recognised  in  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA,  1898. 


47    M'NORIES,  LONDON. 


Ebttorial  Comments. 


Craft,  Trade,  or  Profession. 

We  share  to  some  extent  the  prejudice  which  our  correspon  - 
ent  Mr.  James  Reid  expresses  against  the  adoption  of  the 
term  "craft"  as  applied  to  pharmacy  and  "  craftsmen  "  as 
descriptive  of  pharmacists.  But  we  are  not  sure  that  we 
should  agree  with  him  in  such  reasons  as  we  might  give  for 
our  prejudice.  Mr.  Reid  seems  to  object  to  the  designation 
on  the  ground  that  the  meaning  it  conveys  is  not  honourable 
enough  ;  he  thinks  if  we  had  more  uniformly  insisted  on  our 
claim  to  be  members  of  a  profession  we  should  have  made 
things  better  for  ourselves,  and  more  difficult  for  those 
invaders  or  excursionists  who  try  to  take  from  us  the 
profits  which  are  legitimately  ours,  both  by  right  of  prior 
possession  and  by  the  claim  of  conquest  through  examina- 
tion, as  Lord  Salisbury  would  probably  put  it.  We  cannot 
accept  that  reasoning.  The  pharmacist,  as  craftsman,  holds 
the  key  of  the  position.  He  is  essential.  In  old  times  the 
guilds  of  this  and  many  other  countries  gradually  separated 
into  merchant-guilds  and  craft-guilds.  The  merchant-guilds 
by  their  superior  wealth  tried  to  get  all  the  profits  of  the 
trades  they  ruled,  and  in  their  way  sweated  the  craftsmen 
whom  they  employed.  But  they  went  too  far  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  craft-guilds,  when  they  realised  their  power, 
defied  them,    and   cur  City   Companies    of   to-day  are- 
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in    all    cases    the    direct    descendants    of    the  latter 
bodies.    In  our  day  the  real  craft  of  pharmacy — the  skilful 
manipulation,  the  manufacture  of  pills,  plasters,  extracts, 
and  chemicals— has  been  more  and  more  driven  away  from 
the  retail  pharmacist.    It  flourishes  more  than  ever ;  but  the 
craftsmen  are  employed  in  great  factories,  and  have  steam- 
engines  to  help  them.    For  good  or  for  evil  this  is  the  fact, 
and  it  is  this  fact  that  has  given  the  capitalist  his  best 
chance  in  retail  pharmacy.    He  cannot  carry  on  this  busi- 
ness without  the  aid  of  specially-trained  craftsmen,  but 
such  craft  as  he  must  have   he   can    hire.     He  him- 
self is  the  trader,  and  he  aims  at   being  nothing  else. 
"But,  then,"  says  Mr.  Reid,  "insist  on  your  professional 
position."    That  is  right  so  far  as  we  are  professional,  and 
that  section  of  our  business  is  capable  of  being  cultivated- 
Cultivate  it  by  all  means ;  but  merely  saying  we  are  a 
profession  will  not  make  us  one.    The  distinction  between  a 
trade  and  a  profession  we  take  to  be  that  the  former  sells 
goods — actual  substances — while  the  latter  makes  his  profit 
out  of  his  superior  knowledge,  or  by  getting  the  public  to 
believe  he  possesses  superior  knowledge.    The  professional 
man,  so  far  as  he  is  professional,  requires  no  stock-in-trade. 
He  is  paid  for  his  opinion,  his  advice,  his  wit.    On  the  other 
hand,  his  income  depends  entirely  on  himself,  and  when  he 
dies  or  breaks  down  it  stops  dead.    The  trader,  having  once 
made  a  successful  business,  can  employ  hirelings  to  carry  it 
on,  can  sell  it  to  strangers,  can  leave  it  as  a  heritage. 
Pecuniarily,  in  the  long  run,  he  has  undoubtedly  by  far  the 
best  of  it.    Apply  this  to  pharmacy,  and  it  will  easily  be 
seen  that  the  proportion  of  professional  work   which  is 
available  to  the  pharmacist  who  keeps  a  shop  must  be  very 
small.    A  few  may  get  a  decent  share  of  it;  bat,  when  it 
comes  to  going  round,  the  prospect  is  hopeless.     We  are 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  neither  as  craftsmen  nor  as 
professional  men  is  there  much  of  a  fortune  to  be  made  in 
pharmacy.     Pecuniary  success  depends  mainly  on  com- 
mercial ability,  though  we  gladly  perceive  that  this  may  be 
and  is  largely  influenced  by  the  tincture  of  "  craft "  and 
"profession"  which  are  happily  blended  in  the  pharmacist's 
avocation. 

We  are  far  from  saying  that  the  condition  of  things  we 
have  iodicated  as  existing  is  satisfactory.  In  pharmacy  we 
would  like  to  see  a  much  larger  proportion  of  both  craft  and 
profession.  In  social  economy,  generally,  we  think  it  a 
regrettable  result  of  modern  civilisation  that  craft  which  is  the 
kernel  of  our  industry  should  reap  so  meagre  a  reward,  while 
those  who  know  how  to  exploit  the  skill  and  the  brains  of 
others  should  secure  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  remune- 
ration. When  old  Chaucer  wrote  of  "  The  lyf  so  short,  the 
craft  so  long  to  lerne,"  handiwork  commanded  at  least  its 
due  meed  of  respect  if  not  of  emolument,  and  some  reversal 
of  present  conditions,  some  reversion  to  the  esteem  in  which 
the  skilled  craftsman  was  once  held,  may  yet  return.  The 
conscientious  shoemaker  is  of  more  intrinsic  value  to  the 
world  than  the  unscrupulous  lawyer  who  prides  himself  on 
his  ability  to  make  a  jury  believe  what  he  himself  knows 
is  not  true  ;  but  at  this  present  day  society  estimates  the 
trickster  at  a  hundred  times  the  price  of  the  craftsman. 


Pharmacy  in  Gibraltar. 

I  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  sale  of  medicines  and  drugs 
in  Gibraltar,  called  the  "Pharmacy  Ordinance,  Gibraltar. 
1898,"  came  into  operation  on  October  15.  This  Ordinance 
makes  it  "  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell  or  keep 
open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  any 
medicine  or  drug,  or  any  preparation  thereof,  or  to  as- 
sume any  title  purporting  to  describe  him  as  a  dispenser 


of  medicines  or  drugs  in  Gibraltar,  without  having  been 
granted  a  certificate  of  registration  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Governor."  Registration  is  to  be  obtained  (1)  by  persons 
who  have  carried  on  for  not  less  than  three  years  prior  to 
the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Ordinance  the  business  of 
a  dispenser  of  medicines  or  drugs  in  Gibraltar,  and  is  able 
to  satisfy  the  Governor  that  he  has  during  that  period  made 
up  prescriptions  of  any  legally  qualified  medical  practi- 
tioner ;  or  (2)  is  qualified  to  practise  medicine  or  surgery  in 
Gibraltar  under  "The  Medical  Ordinance,  Gibraltar,  1885  "; 
or  (3)  is  registered  under  the  Imperial  Pharmacy  Act,  1868; 
or  (4)  after  due  examination  has  obtained  a  certificate  of 
competencyi  from  a  board  of  examiners  appointed  by  the 
Governor.  In  either  of  these  cases  he  must  be  a  British 
subject. 

The  Ordinance  gives  no  indication  of  the  character  of  the 
examination  to  be  imposed,  but  provides  that  an  applicant 
for  such  examination  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  a  fee  of  11. 

An  unregistered  person  who  himself  or  by  any  person  in 
his  service  or  on  his  behalf  shall  keep  open  shop  for  dis- 
pensing medicines  or  shall  use  any  title  describing  him- 
self as  a  dispenser  of  medicines  is  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  10Z.  Registered  persons  are  required  to  keep  a 
book,  to  be  called  "  Register  of  Prescriptions,"  in  which  they 
are  to  number  and  date  every  medical  prescription  made  up 
in  their  establishment,  adding  the  name  of  the  prescriber, 
or  his  initials  if  these  only  can  be  obtained.  This  "  Register 
of  Prescriptions  "  is  to  be  produced  whenever  required  by 
any  person  appointed  by  the  Governor  or  by  any  Court  in 
the  course  of  any  judicial  inquiry  or  investigation.  In  the 
event  of  it  being  found  that  such  "  Register "  has  been 
improperly  or  negligently  kept,  the  person  responsible  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  201. ;  and  for  a  second  or 
subsequent  offence  is  liable  to  revocation  of  his  certificate 
of  registration ;  while  if  any  injury  shall  occur  to  any 
person  by  the  use  of  any  poison  or  deleterious  medicine  or 
drug  sold  or  dispensed  by  any  such  person  in  consequence 
of  his  having  neglected  the  precautions  required  by  the 
Ordinance,  such  person  shall  for  any  such  offence  be  liable 
to  indictment  for  a  misdemeanour,  and  on  conviction  shall 
be  punished  as  other  misdemeanours  are  by  law  punishable. 

Curiously  enough,  no  pena'ty  is  provided  against  unregis- 
tered persons  who  may  sell  poisons,  and  it  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  object  of  the  Ordinance  to  restrict  the  sale  of  such 
to  registered  persons.  But  the  British  poisons  schedule  is 
adopted  in  the  Ordinance,  and  the  conditions  of  sale  as 
laid  down  in  our  17th  section  are  also  repeated  in  the 
Ordinance,  with  the  addition  that  where  the  poison  is  in 
the  form  of  a  liquid  supplied  fcr  external  application  the 
bottle  or  vessel  in  which  it  is  supplied  shall  be  of  a  hexa- 
gonal shape  and  coloured  dark  blue. 

The  Ordinance  is  not  to  apply  to  the  public  dispensary 
maintained  at  the  Colonial  Hospital  or  to  any  person 
employed  therein. 


B.P.  Opium. 

Phabmacopceia  critics  have  not  yet  touched  on  one  of  the 
mosfextraordinary  changes  which  has  been  made  in  BP- 
standards.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  1885  edition 
made  opium  from  Asia  Minor  yielding  10  per  cent,  of  mor- 
phine when  dry  official  for  all  purposes  except  the  manu- 
facture of  alkaloids.  This  caused  a  general  outcry,  because 
there  were  then  in  the  market  few  Asia  Minor  opiums  which 
contained  when  moist  much  less  than  11  per  cent,  of  mor- 
phine, and  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  20-per-cent.  extract 
from  these  :  in  the  first  reprint  permission  was  given  to  make 
the  extract  from  moist  opium.     The  new  Pharmacopoeia's 
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reply  to  all  that  criticism  is  contained  in  the  following 
p-ovisions : — 

(1)  The  geographical  source  is  not  mentioned. 

(2)  Any  suitable  variety  of  opium  may  be  employed  for 
making  extract  and  tincture  if,  when  dry,  it  contains  not  less 
than  7|  per  cent,  of  anhydrous  morphine. 

(3)  For  other  official  purposes  the  opium,  when  powdered 
and  dried  at  212°  F.,  must  contain  not  less  than  9|  per  cent, 
or  more  than  10k  per  cent,  of  morphine. 

This  makes  the  last  state  of  things  infinitely  worse  than 
the  first.  We  presume  the  Pharmacopoeia  authorities  have 
had  the  need  of  India  in  view,  for  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Indian  staff  several  years  ago  strongly  urged  recognition  of 
Indian  opium,  but  it  was  then  conclusively  proved  that  Indian 
opium  is  rarely  higher  in  morphine- value  than  5  per  cent., 
while  the  narcotine-content  is  excessive.  Apart  from  these 
considerations  Indian  opium  is  too  costly  for  use  outside 
India,  and  the  Indian  Government  has  recently  declined  an 
offer  by  the  Imperial  Institute  to  investigate  how  the  quality 
of  Indian  opium  might  be  improved  so  as  to  enable  it  to 
compete  in  Europe  with  the  Turkish  product,  the  reason 
given  being  that  it  might  prove  detrimental  to  the  trade  with 
China.  If,  therefore,  the  B.P.  has  gone  down  to  lh  per  cent, 
morphine  for  the  good  of  India,  it  has  made  a  mistake  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  Practically  the  only  opiums 
which  are  available  to  the  drug-trade  of  the  British  Empire 
outside  India  are  those  produced  in  the  Turkish  Empire  and 
Persia.  In  1885-83  it  was  pointed  out  by  several  pharmacists 
who  had  had  special  experience  in  the  matter  that  the 
greater  proportion  of  opium  imported  from  Turkey  contained 
in  the  moist  11  per  cent,  to  18  per  cent,  of  morphine,  the 
average  being  13  per  cent.  From  some  parts  of  Asia  Minor 
come  the  opiums  known  as  "  Druggists'  Soft  Shipping,'' 
which  occasionally  are  of  low  quality,  but  it  is  notorious 
that  Turkish  opium  below  10  per  cent,  morphine-content  in 
the  moist  state  is  sophisticated.  Unfortunately,  therefore, 
we  are  not  able  to  say  that  Turkish  opium  meeting  the  B.P 
requirement  cannot  be  got,  but  we  do  say  that  genuine  and 
unadulterated  Turkish  opium  containing,  when  dried,  between 
lh  and  10|  per  cent,  of  morphine  does  not  exist.  In 
deleting  the  geographical  source  of  opium  the  intention  of 
the  authorities  was  to  permit  any  opium  to  be  used.  When 
the  last  B.P.  was  published  it  was  possible  to  get  Persian 
opium  containing  as  little  as  8  per  cent,  of  morphine  ;  but 
of  recent  years  the  Persians  have  been  steadily  improving 
the  quality,  so  that  at  the  present  time  the  average  morphine- 
content  of  the  drug  in  the  moist  state  (8  to  12  per  cent,  of 
water)  is  11  per  cent.,  and  rarely  does  it  go  below  10  per 
cent.  This  drug  has  now  the  great  advantage  of  being 
much  more  uniform  throughout  individual  cases,  while  the 
Turkish  is  exceedingly  variable  in  this  respect,  so  that  the 
pharmaceutical  consumer  has  to  assay  every  ball  if  he  is  to 
use  it  in  the  moist  state.  However,  there  is  nothing  so  good 
as  actual  facts  to  show  what  Turkish  opium  is,  and  therefore 
we  give  the  following  analyses  of  opiums  of  recent  import, 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  J.  A.  Wink  &  Co.,  of 
Devonshire  Square,  E.C. : — 


No. 

Per- 

No. 

Per- 

_ .  .          of  Cases 
°nSln  Eepre- 

centage 

Origin 

of  Cases 

centage 

of 

Repre- 

of 

sented  Morphine 

sented  Morphine 

Smyrna  druggists  16 

11-2 

Persian  ... 

...  3 

10-1 

Tokat   3 

10 

Malatia  ... 

...  3 

9-2 

Smyrna  druggists  9 

8-6 

Salonica ... 

4 

12-5 

Ditto   10 

9-5 

Persian  ... 

...  2 

11-1 

Ditto   15 

11-4 

Ditto  ... 

...  8 

9-4 

Baloukissar      ...  7 

11-5 

Ditto 

...  6 

10-1 

Tokat    3 

12 

Ditto 

...  4 

11-2 

Smyrna  druggists  3 

10 

Tokat  ... 

...  6 

lC-o 

Ditto    2 

10-6 

Ditto 

...  2 

11-7 

"Ditto  (so-called)  7 

8-3 

The  total  here  represented  is  113  cases.  They  are  all  of 
September  import,  some  being  this  year's,  some  last  year's, 
crop.  The  average  yield  of  morphine  is  10  33  per  cent., 
and,  as  this  is  on  the  mout  opium,  the  average  on  the  dry 
would  be  just  about  13  per  cent.  The  poorest  opium  in  the  lot 
is  the  one  marked  with  an  asterisk — 8  3  per  cent. — a 
sample  in  which  sophistication  was  apparent  to  a  novice ; 
they  did  not  require  to  analyse  that  one  in  order  to 
know  that  it  was  adulterated.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  in 
Smyrna,  that  opium  is  systematically  mixed  with  opium- 
trash,  fig-juice,  and  other  things  of  that  nature  in  order  to 
make  it  fit  the  B.P.,  for  our  grinders  must  supply  the  trade 
with  a  powder  yielding  10  per  cent,  of  morphine.  As  they 
are  honest  grinders,  they  object  to  add  any  foreign  matter 
in  the  process  of  grinding,  and  the  Turk  has  been  good 
enough  to  supply  us  with  an  article  containing  about  8  per 
cent,  It  is  solely  a  question  of  moral  incidence,  which  does 
not  fall  upon  the  grinder  or  the  Turk,  but  upon  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  because  it  has  adopted  an  unnatural 
standard.  It  passes  comprehension  how  the  standard  was 
fixed  upon,  because  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  gives 
13  to  15  per  cent,  of  morphine  as  the  limits  for  opium 
dried  at  85°  C,  and  this  cannot  have  been  overlooked  by 
the  B  P.  compilers  when  they  fixed  upon  a  standard  of 
almost  half  the  U.S.P.  The  analyses  which  we  give  above 
are  sufficient  evidence  that  the  B.P.  is  wrong.  They  are 
not  selected  analyses,  but  a  straight  page  out  of  Messrs. 
Wink's  test-book.  We  have  had  ample  verification  of  the 
figures,  and  our  inquiries  in  other  sources  have  elicited 
information  corroborative  of  the  statements  in  this  note. 
We  have  seen  dozens  of  analytical  certificates  by  an  indepen- 
dent analyst  of  opiums  of  recent  import,  and  not  a  single  one 
of  these  showed  morphine  less  than  8  5  per  cent,  on  the  moist 
opium,  equal  to  10  2  per  cent,  on  the  dry,  and  such  opiums  are 
a  mere  fraction  of  the  total  supply,  and  they  are  adulterated. 


Preparations  of  Opium. 

In  the  preceding  note  we  deal  with  the  extraordinary  re- 
striction which  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia  has  put  upon 
the  trade  in  regard  to  opium.  After  a  perusal  of  that  article 
the  pharmacist  may  ask  what  can  be  used,  or  what  has  been 
used,  as  opium  B.P.  ?  We  understand  that  wholesale  drug- 
gists have  relied  for  their  supplies  chiefly  upon  the  low 
qualities  of  Smyrna  opium  and  some  of  the  so-called  drug- 
gists' soft-shipping,  properly  Malatia,  Salonica,  and  Tokat. 
Malatia  is  an  opium  of  low  morphine  percentage  and  high 
extractive  value — viz.,  9  to  10  per  cent,  morphine  and  55 
per  cent,  extractive  on  the  moist  opium,  equal  to  11  to  12 
per  cent,  morphine  on  the  dry.  Tokat  is  a  little  better  in 
morphine,  but  contains  less  extractive — 45  to  50  per  cent. 
The  Salonica  is  too  rich  in  morphine  for  B.P.  purposes, 
although  it  and  Tokat  are  used  in  the  United  States  ;  indeed, 
U.S.A.  pharmacists  are  under  the  great  advantage  of 
having  the  Customs  authorities  to  guard  them  against  un- 
suitable opium  by  rejecting,  on  importation,  all  that  comes 
under  the  U.S.P.  minimum.  Persian  opium  is  a  manu- 
factured article,  hence  its  greater  uniformity,  but  it  is  rather 
oily  for  our  purposes.  In  any  case,  it  will  be  seen  that  genuine 
opium  containing,  when  dry,  less  than  11  or  even  12  per 
cent,  of  morphine  is  rare,  and  that  has  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  preparation  of  pulv.  opii,  as  will  be  seen.  The  only 
respect  in  which  the  opium  of  the  B.P.  can  be  considered 
satisfactory  is  that  the  liquid  preparations  are  standard- 
ised. The  following  are  some  of  the  conditions  which 
arise  : — 

Extraotum.  Opii  may  be  made  with  any  suitable  variety  of 
opium  which  contains,  when  dry,  not  less  than  Ih  per  cent,  of 
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anhydrous  morphine.  Now,  extract  of  opium  is  an  extract 
containing  20  per  cent,  of  morphine,  made  by  treaticg  1  lb. 
of  opium  with  water,  and  evaporating  the  aqueous  liquids  to 
"about  J  lb."  An  opium  containing,  when  dry,  between 
7£  and  9;\  per  cent.,  or  even  more,  morphine  is  useless,  be- 
cause the  extract  could  not  possibly  contain  20  per  cent,  of 
morphine.  But  this  objection  is  met  by  the  B.P.  paragraph 
on  page  120  : — 

To  obtain  extract  of  opium  of  proper  strength  and  consistence' 
stronger  and  weaker  extracts  may  be  mixed  [this  was  the  place  to 
stop. — Er,.  C.  &  D.J,  and  stronger  extracts  may  be  diluted  with 
distilled  water  or  with  milk-sugar,  as  may  be  necessary. 

Further  anomaly.  The  operator  is  supposed  to  know  the 
morphine-strength  of  his  opium  before  he  begins;  if  it  is 
12  per  cent.,  he  knows  that  every  100  parts  will  yield 
60  parts  of  20-per-cent.  extract.  He  will  not  evaporate  to 
50  parts,  and  then  add  10  parts  of  water,  but  will  stop  before 
the  10  is  evaporated  ;  and,  as  parenthetically  indicated,  the 
mixture  of  stronger  and  weaker  extracts  would  be  sufficient 
provision  for  uniformity,  provided  it  were  possible  to  get 
sufficient  genuine  opium  below  9iV  per  cent,  to  mix  with 
that  above  10|  per  cent.  The  optional  use  of  milk-sugar  as 
a  diluent  of  the  extract  is  not  good  pharmacy. 

Ir.  Opii. — Opium  containing,  when  dried,  1\  per  cent, 
and  over  of  morphine  is  to  be  used  for  making  the  tincture. 
Moist  opiums  contain  on  the  average  20  per  cent,  of  water 
and  45  to  55  per  cent,  of  dry  extractive  ;  consequently  it  is 
possible  to  make  laudanum  varying  as  3  to  1  in  extractive 
matter,  therefore  in  appearance,  for  the  best  opiums  in  the 
market  are,  when  dried,  more  than  twice  richer  in  morphine 
than  the  B.P.  minimum,  but  about  the  same  in  extractive- 
content. 

Morphine  Salts. — The  manufacture  of  these  is  "  an 
officially  recognised  process "  for  which  opium  must  be 
between  9§  and  10§  per  cent,  morphine-content.  This  is,  of 
course,  absurd ;  so  that  what  the  B.P.  means,  and  this  to  sum 
up,  is : — 

A.  For  making  extract  of  opium  use  any  opium  con- 
taining 10  per  cent,  of  anhydrous  morphine. 

B.  For  making  tincture  of  opium  use  any  opium  con- 
taining, when  dried,  not  less  than  7-J  per  cent,  of  anhydrous 
morphine. 

C.  Powdered  opium  containing  between  and  10§  per 
cent,  of  morphine  is  to  be  used  in  making  emp.  opii,  pil. 
ipecac,  c.  scilla,  pil.  plumbi  et  opii,  pil.  sapon.  co.,  pulv. 
cret<e  arom.  c.  opio,  pulv.  ipecac,  co.,  pulv.  kino  co.  c.  opio, 
and  supp.  plumbi  co.  "  Between  9|  and  10i "  means  10 
per  cent.,  because  "  opium  yielding,  when  dried,  more  than 

j  10  per  cent,  of  anhydrous  morphine  may  be  diluted  to  that 
percentage  with  any  opium  containing,  when  dry,  between 
7§  and  10  per  cent,  of  anhydrous  morphine,  or  with  milk- 
sugar." 

D.  Make  morphine  from  anything  you  like. 

After  all  is  said — and  the  foregoing  does  not  contain  all 
the  possibilities — this  is  eminently  a  case  of  "  first  catch  your 
i  hare."    Where  is  7|-per  cent,  dry  opium  to  be  got  ? 


Mr.  Beecham  on  Cutting. 

The  appearance  of  Mr.  Beecham's  manager  among  the 
prophets  of  the  Winter  Session  is  an  interesting  novelty. 
And  his  defence  of  the  policy  of  his  firm  is  undoubtedly  an 
able  one.  No  fair-minded  chemist  who  reads  it,  however 
P.A.T.A.-ic  his  sympathies  may  be,  can  fail  to  appreciate  the 
force  of  many  of  Mr.  Rowed's  contentions.  Mr.  Beecham  is 
i fortunate  enough,  or,  for  the  purposes  of  this  discussion, 
unfortunate  enough,  to  have  obtained  for  his  speciality  an 
(exceptional  position.  It  is  the  typical  proprietary  medicine 
lof  the  day,  and  so  long  as  it  remains  so  it  will  be  the  one 
jchosen  by  the  cutters  as  one  of  their  special  draws.  Mr. 
jRowed  points  out  that,  "  Buyers  who  wanted  to  draw  custom 
would  have  them,  and  would  cut  them.  They  wanted  them 
tfor  show  in  the  window,  labelled  at  axatchy  price."  That 
is  true.  Mr.  Beecham  holds  the  opinion  that  he  could  not 
prevent  such  people  getting  them.    We  are  not  quite  sure  of 


that.  He  could  certainly  have  put  such  obstacles  in  their 
way  of  getting  them  as  would  have  made  them  adopt  some- 
thing else  as  a  draw,  and  they  would  then  have  done  their 
utmost  to  destroy  the  sale  of  the  pills.  But  can  we  wonder 
that  the  proprietor  of  an  article  so  universally  sold,  adopted, 
as  we  are  told,  as  a  particular  draw  by  people  who  sold  them 
by  the  hundred  thousand  boxes,  should  have  shied  at  the 
risk  he  was  asked  by  small  dealers  to  run  ?  Four  of  these 
cutting  firms,  he  tells  us,  last  year  sold  half  a  million 
boxes  of  his  pills  between  them.  If  he  had  refused 
them  supplies,  or  made  their  trade  with  him  difficult, 
they  would  have  chosen  something  else  to  display  or 
announce  at  a  catchy  price,  and  the  half-million  boxes 
might  have  been  reduced  to  a  quarter  of  a  million.  These 
are  the  considerations  which  must  present  themselves  to 
a  business  man  in  Mr.  Beecham's  position,  and  against 
these  he  has  to  weigh  what  the  complaining  vendors  can 
offer  him.  Another  thing  it  is  fair  to  remember  in  Mr. 
Beecham's  favour.  If  he  has  not  done  all  he  has  been  asked 
to  do,  he  has  not,  like  many  other  manufacturers,  treated 
the  smaller  retailers  with  contempt.  He  has  put  himself  to 
considerable  expense  and  trouble  to  serve  them,  and  he  has 
no  doubt  had  reason  often  to  feel  that  he  had  been  working 
for  an  ungrateful  constituency.  He  has  had  to  bear  re- 
proaches which  have  not  been  cast  on  the  men  who  did 
nothing.  All  this  it  is  fair  to  remember,  and  it  ought  to 
ensure  for  his  arguments  at  least  a  good-tempered 
hearing. 

All  the  same,  while  admitting  the  force  of  his  arguments 
from  his  point  of  view,  Mr.  Beecham  must  not  be  surprised 
if  a  good  many  chemists  retain  their  prejudices  in  favour  of 
a  higher  rate  of  profit  than  they  can  get  out  of  his  pills.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  their  services  are  worth  more.  We  are 
not  among  those  who  argue  that  chemists  built  up 
Mr.  Beecham's  business,  or  the  business  of  any  other  pro- 
prietary article.  They  have  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  But  it 
is  good  for  the  proprietors  to  have  the  use  of  chemists'  shops 
throughout  the  country  for  the  sale  of  their  medicines. 
These  shops  cost  a  good  deal  to  fit  up  and  to  keep  going, 
and  the  2Jper  cent,  which  Mr.  Glover  so  ingeniously  induced 
the  Dewsbury  chemists  to  reckon  as  the  working  cost,  is 
obviously  nothing  like  enough.  "  You  have  cost  me  a  shil- 
ling for  rent  while  you  have  been  standing  there  "  once  said 
a  West-end  chemist  to  a  C.  <$•  D.  man.  The  estimate  may 
not  have  been  exact,  but  it  showed  how  working-expenses 
ought  to  be  reckoned.  Mr.  Beecham  may  be,  and,  we  believe, 
is,  exceptionally  treated  by  the  cutters  for  the  reason  which 
Mr.  Rowed  himself  points  out ;  but  not  one  of  them  would 
aver  that  he  pays  his  expenses  and  his  dividends  out  of 
selling  Beecham's  pills  at  cost- price  or  even  at  a  halfpenny 
a  boz  profit. 

THE  PLAGUE  IN  EUROPE. 

Science  once  more  has  taken  her  victims  to  the  altar  of 
research,  and  through  the  death  of  Dr.  Franz  Hermann 
Miiller  and  his  manservant  Barisch  at  the  Franz  Joseph 
Hospital  at  Vienna,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  disease- 
cultures  are  not  to  be  trifled  with.  Dr.  Miiller,  a  young  man, 
was  one  of  the  four  Austrian  doctors  who  were  sent  by  the 
Government  to  Bombay  to  study  the  plague.  On  their  return 
the  investigations  were  continued  in  Vienna,  and  the  man- 
servant had  to  attend  the  rodents  and  other  animals  which 
were  used  for  experimental  purposes,  chiefly  testing  the 
toxicity  of  the  plague-cultures  and  the  antitoxic  serums. 
The  manservant  fell  ill  one  day  last  week,  and  was  treated 
for  pneumonia  ;  but  before  he  died  Professor  Nothnagel  and 
others  found  it  to  be  a  case  of  true  Asiatic  plague  of  the 
pneumonic  form.  Dr.  Miiller  attended  the  man  with  almost 
suicidal  devotion,  and  when  the  man  died  the  doctor  carried 
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out  the  disinfection  of  the  wardroom  himself.  He  soon 
showed  symptoms  of  the  plague,  and  in  his  exhausted 
condition  it  quickly  sapped  Lis  strength,  and  he  died  on 
Sunday  morning.  Dr.  Miiller'a  work  on  the  plague  was  to  be 
embodied  in  a  Government  report,  and  he  made  a  tragic 
addition  to  it  in  dictating,  while  he  lay  dying,  the 
symptoms  he  experienced.  A  female  nurse  also  attended  the 
manservant  and  is  lying  at  death's  door,  and  two  others 
have  been  stricken  with  the  fell  disease.  The  VienQa 
authorities  are  doing  everything  they  can  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

ETHERION. 

The  Chemical  News  of  last  week  contains  an  account  of 
this  "  new  gas  "  by  Mr.  Charles  Brush,  the  discoverer.  There 
is  no  evidence  in  the  paper  of  the  discovery  of  a  new 
material.  Mr.  Brush,  in  the  course  of  an  investigation  on  the 
transmission  of  heat  by  gases,  having  occasion  to  reduce  the 
pressure  of  the  gases  he  was  working  with,  observed  that  when 
he  reached  exceedingly  low  pressures  (eg.,  fifty-millionths 
of  an  atmosphere)  there  was  a  sudden  disturbance  of  the 
heat  factors,  and  this  he  considered  to  be  due  to  evolution 
of  an  unknown  gas  from  the  glass  vessels  used  in  the  experi- 
ments. He  never  succeeded  in  catching  the  gas  ;  indeed, 
there  is  no  evidence  at  all  that  it  is  a  gas,  for  although  he 
mentions  diffusion  experiments  — hich  may  be  "  a  practical 
means  of  obtaining  the  new  gas  in  a  state  of  approximate 
purity,"  he  has  nothing  to  go  upon  but  the  disturbed  curve 
of  the  heat-experiments. 

TO  ARMS,  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS. 
Surgeon-Major  Marshall,  of  the  3rd  Y.B.  East  Surrey 
Regiment,  called  at  this  office  a  few  days  ago,  and  in  per- 
suasive language  and  Hibernian  tones  asked  us  for  sixteen 
chemists'  assistants,  to  be  made  into  "  stretcher-bearers  "  in 
the  Volunteer  regiment  with  which  he  is  associated.  Mr. 
Marshall  has  retired  from  medical  practice,  and  is 
enthusiastic  in  the  service  of  Mars,  and  he  has  a  firm 
belief  in  the  competence  of  chemists'  assistants.  If  he  can 
get  them  from  the  parts  about  Kingston-on-Thames,  he  will 
teach  them  a  lot  about  surgical  work  which  may  be  useful 
to  the  nation,  and  will  certainly  be  useful  to  the  recruits 
themselves.  The  time  required  for  drill  and  instruction  is 
•as  conveniently  arranged  as  it  is  possible  to  fix  it  for 
chemists'  assistants,  and  we  advise  any  of  these  in  the  dis- 
trict indicated  who  can  spare  a  few  hours  a  month  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Surgeon-Major'-  offer.  His  letter  will  be 
found  in  our  correspondence  section.  He  hopes  similar 
facilities  will  be  given  in  other  regiments;  at  all  events,  he 
is  prepared  to  set  the  example 

THOSE  BOTTOM  FOLIOS. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  advertisement  pages  have 
for  many  years  been  numbered  in  a  peculiar  way,  Arabic 
figures  being  used  at  the  bottom,  and  Arabic  and  Roman 
numerals  at  the  top.  It  was  not  always  thus.  When  we  were 
a  young  weekly  Arabic  figures  were  placed  at  the  top  of  the 
pages  throughout,  but  there  came  a  certain  stage  in  our 
career  when  the  Postmaster  General  stepped  forward  and 
called,  "  Halt !  "  The  idea  of  the  C.  Sf  B.  halting !  Bat 
the  Postmaster-General  was  firm,  and  said,  in  effect,  "  If 
yon  are  to  have  more  advertisements,  you  must  make  a  new 
battalion  of  them  under  Roman  numerals.  I  must  have 
distinction  of  some  kind."  "  But,  Mr.  Postmaster-General,'' 
we  pleaded,  "there  is  no  distinction  in  the  C.  3f  B.\  we 
must  have  all  alike  some  way  or  other."  "  Well,  give  'em 
the  same  boots — J  mean  the  same  style  of  bottom  folios." 
And  so  it  has  been  for  years ;  but  the  other  day  we  appealed 
to  the  Postmaster-General  to  relent,  as  we  want  all  our 
advertisements  to  have  the  same  style  of  folios  on  the  top. 
The  Postmaster-General  graciously  acceded,  so  henceforth 
the  pagination  will  be,  like  the  C.  $  B.  itself,  at  the  top. 


Mestcrn  Australian  Santal* 
wooo  Oil 

By  E.  J.  Parky,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 


HITHERTO  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  explain  the 
differences  existing  between  the  oil  of  Santalum  album 
and  that  of  the  Australian  trees.  The  latter  is  an  oil  now 
seldom  imported  into  this  country.  It  is  generally  supposed 
to  be  distilled  from  Santalum  cygnorum,  but  there  are  at 
least  three  other  species  of  santal  known  in  Western 
Australia — viz.,  S.  lanceolatum,  S.  acuminatum,  and  S.  persi- 
oa/rvm — and  the  wood  of  these  may  occasionally  be  mixed  with 
that  of  S.  cygnorum. 

I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  Samuel  Lambert  &  Co.  for  four 
small  samples  of  oil  distilled  at  the  "  Ten-mile  "  Distillery, 
near  Torbay,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Lambert, 
engineer  to  the  late  Western  Australian  Sandalwood  Oil 
Company,  from  wood  which  had  been  cut  for  several  years, 
and  of  whose  origin  I  am  unable  to  speak  with  certainty. 
These  samples  were  too  dark  to  conveniently  take  their 
optical  activity  (the  oil  is,  however,  always  slightly  dextro- 
rotatory). The  sp.  gr.  was  in  each  case  higher  than  that 
usually  quoted  (  953),  perhaps  owing  to  the  age  of  the  wood. 
The  iodine  absorbed,  which  is  fairly  constant  in  santalwood 
oil,  was  determined,  and  also  the  amount  of  potash  necessary 
to  saponify  the  esters  present  in  the  oil.  These  were  as 
follows : — 

Sp.  gr.  \i1  Iodine  absorbed.       KOH  for  esters 

Per  cent.  Per  cent. 

1.  -9650  200-0  1-46 

2.  -9644  204-5  115 

3.  -9632  198-2  1-66 

4.  -9643  197-6  1"35 

The  small  residues  from  these  four  samples  were  then 
mixed  so  that  I  had  a  sufficient  quantity  to  further  examine 
them  as  one  sample.  This  now  had  a  sp.  gr.  of  -9643  at 
15°.  It  was  acetylated  with  acetic  anhydride  and  anhy- 
drous sodium  acetate  in  the  usual  way,  and,  when  dried,  the 
acetylated  oil  had  a  sp.  gr.  of  9723.  The  odour  was,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  acetylated  oil  of  Santalum  album,  very  pleasant 
and  fruity,  not  at  all  resembling  that  of  the  original.  On 
saponification  this  yielded  a  result  corresponding  to  75  7  per 
cent,  of  santalol,  which  is  distinctly  lower  than  that  for  East 
Indian  oil  (90  per  cent.).  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  the 
acetylisation-process  causes  other  reactions  with  santalwood 
oil  than  simple  esterification,  and  that  this  figure  does  not 
represent  the  true  percentage  of  santalol  (or  whatever  mix- 
ture of  sesquiterpene  alcohols  may  be  present),  but  is,  rather, 
an  "acetyl  number."  The  figure  75  7  in  this  case  really 
expresses  a  calculation  of  the  results  to  santalol,  C,jHffl0. 
The  low  sp.  gr.  of  the  oil  corresponding  to  so  low  a 
santalol  content  is  in  close  agreement  with  results  I 
obt  ained  some  years  ago  in  the  case  of  the  oil  of  Santalum 
a/bum  (C.  4  B.,  August  3,  1895,  page  197). 

Aldehyde  appears  to  be  present  in  the  oil,  but  I  did  not 
succeed  in  ascertaining  the  amount.  A  small  quantity  of 
the  oil  was  reduced  by  nascent  hydrogen,  and  the  character- 
istic odour  of  the  oil  disappeared,  giving  place  to  a  very 
pleasant  fruity  odour.  Possibly  the  "  pure  santalol  "  made 
in  Germany  may  be  merely  santalwood  oil  submitted  to  a 
reducing-process.  Some  action  took  place,  as  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  reduced  oil  was  -9699, 
whereas  that  of  the  original  oil  was  -9643.  The  acetylated 
reduced  oil,  however,  required  less  potash  for  hydrolysis  than 
the  acetylated  unreduced  oil.  Further,  the  sp.  gr- 
only  rose  from  9699  to  9719  on  acetylisation,  as  against 
■9643  to  -9723  for  the  unreduced  oil.  This  indicates  that 
either  something  more  than  reduction  had  gone  on,  or  that 
the  action  of  acetic  anhydride  on  the  unreduced  oil  (con- 
taining aldehyde  ?)  influences  the  result.  This  is  in  accordance 
with  Chapoteaut's  observation  (Bull.  Soc.  Chim.,  xxxvii.  303) 
that  acetic  anhydride  condenses  santalic  aldehyde,  with  the 
formation  of  an  anhydride — 

2Cl5Ho4O=C30H.16O  +  H2O. 
However,  this  is  a  matter  of  speculation  until  thechemistry 
of  this  oil  is  in  a  more  advanced  condition  than  it  is  as 
present. 
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With  regard  to  the  occurrence  of  santalwood  in  Western 
Australia  I  may  say  that  I  travelled  nearly  1,500  miles 
tl. rough  the  bush  country,  in  directions  to  the  extent  of 
about"  500  miles  north  and  450  miles  east  of  Perth,  and 
in  most  places  I  found  this  tree  growing.  It  is  not  gre- 
garious, and  is  found  associated  with  most  of  the  other 
trees  characteristic  of  this  colony.  Above  latitude  31"  it 
is  found  fairly  freely  associated  with  the  various  acacias 
which  characterise  the  latitudes  immediately  south  of  the 
tropics.  Below  this  latitude  it  grows  much  more  freely,  in 
company  with  eucalypts.  In  the  most  south-westerly  portion 
of  the  colony  I  never  saw  a  single  tree,  however.  To  the 
north-east  of  Bunbury — the  port  whence  most  of  the  santal- 
wood was  exported  to  China,  which  has  always  been  the 
chief  market  for  this  wood — it  grows  with  some  profusion, 
and  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  the  industry  cut  the  well- 
known  santal  tracks  in  the  virgin  jarrah-forests  right 
through  to  the  Williams.  To  the  east  and  south-east  of  the 
township  of  York  plenty  of  wood  abounds.  I  have  an  old 
private  report  on  a  large  portion  of  this  territory,  written  by 
a  well-known  mining  engineer,  now  dead,  as  the  results  of 
l  is  explorations  of  what  was  then  practically  unknown  terri- 
tory, before  the  gold  fields  were  discovered.  Apart  from 
foretelling  the  discovery  of  several  rich  goldfields,  which 
have  now  been  opened  up,  he  deals  with  the  timber  and 
other  resources  of  the  territory.  Speaking  of  some  plains 
about  220  miles  east  of  York,  and  150  south-west  of  the  then 
unknown  Coolgardie,  he  says: — "  I  saw  thousands  of  loads 
[of  santalwood]  on  the  plains — small  wood  generally — but  if 
converted  into  oil  it  would  have  considerable  value,  or,  if  left 
until  the  York-Eucla  Railway  is  made,  it  will  be  worth  5/. 
per  ton  to  the  landowners.  At  present  the  value  is  8/.  per 
ton  in  York."  When  I  left  Western  Australia  in  February. 
1397,  the  trade  in  the  wood  was  slack,  and  huge  stacks  of  it 
were  lying  at  various  points  along  the  Great  Southern 
Railway.  These  are  now  fast  disappearing,  I  believe,  and 
the  Government  are  taking  steps  to  conserve  the  santal- 
plantations.  An  experimental  plantation  is  cultivated  at 
Pingelly,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  cultivate  Santahtm 
album,  but  hitherto  without  success. 

I  may  note  that  these  samples  are  far  darker  than  and  of 
somewhat  different  odour  from  the  light  Australian  oil  of 
commerce,  which  may  be  the  product  of  one  tree  only,  and 
might  yield  slightly  different  results  on  examination. 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated, 


Me.  G.  F.  Beimson  has  opened  a  new  pharmacy  at  Station 
Road,  Addlestone. 

The  Hull  offices  of  Bovrii  (Limited)  have  been  removed 
to  76  Lowgate  in  that  town. 

Mb.  W.  F.  Ellis  is  about  to  open  a  pharmacy  at  4  Grand 
Parade,  Green  Lanes,  Harringay. 

Dodd's  Drug  stores,  Tottenham  Court  Read,  are  opening 
a  branch  at  310  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C. 

Boots  (Limited)  have  opened  a  new  branch  establish- 
ment at  26  Bridge  Street  Brow,  Stockport, 

Ma.  H.  Squire,  who  has  pharmacies  at  Deptford  and 
F.otherhithe,  will  shortly  open  new  premises  at  217  East 
India  Road,  Poplar. 

The  brusbmaking  and  sponge-importing;  business  of  Mr. 
F,  L.  Storey  has  been  transferred  from  171  Brompton  Road 
to  2  Mount  Street,  W. 

The  new  shop  which  Mr.  J.  Owen  is  openiDg  at  High 
Street,  Bangor,  has  been  Sited  throughout  by  Messrs.  Ayiton 
&  Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  John  Bird,  late  of  Manchester,  has  purchased  the 
business  previously  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Jardine  &  Co. 
.(Limited),  at  6  Queen's  Parade,  Alexandra  Road,  Cleethorpes. 

The  business  of  Mr.  F.  N.  Whitehead,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Blackburn  (now  at  Morecambej,  has  been  purchased 


by  Mr.  Daniel  Yates,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  32  Darwen 
Street.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  Goodwin,  of  Birmingham,  has  purchased  the  business 
of  chemist  and  druggist,  for  many  years  carried  on  in 
Athelstone,  under  the  style  of  W.  Oruie,  and  will  shortly 
come  into  occupation. 

The  old-established  pharmacy  known  as  Booth's,  78 
Yorkshire  Street,  Rochdale,  has  been  transferred  from  Mr. 
J.  Monk-Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  to  Mr.  Harrison 
Woodward,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Husthwaite,  Easing- 
w  old. 

The  term  of  partnership  which  has  existed  between 
Messrs.  Nicholls  k  Passeron,  chemists,  Nice,  having  finished, 
the  partnership  has  been  dissolved.  Mr.  N.  S.  Passeron  has 
retired,  and  the  business  will  in  future  be  carried  on  by  Mr. 
A.  Nicholls  alone. 


advertising  3&eas. 


Designs  with  Antiptrin-tins. 
A  correspondent  (a  chemist)  says  he  was  walking 
through  Broad  Street,  Birmingham,  some  little  time  ago, 
when  his  attention  was  arrested  by  representations  of  the 
Tower  Bridge,  the  Birmingham  Town  Hall,  and  other  cele- 
brated edifices,  all  made  with  empty  match-boxes,  in  a  shop- 
window.  It  occurred  to  him  that  good  effects  might  be 
arranged  with  empty  antipyrin-tins.  The  suggestion  does 
not  go  quite  far  enough.  Many  of  us  are  not  artistic,  and 
want  to  be  shown  how  to  carry  out  these  good  ideas. 

In  the  Thick  of  the  Fight. 
Mr.  Blackham,  of  Holloway  Road  and  Hornsey  Road,  keeps 
the  game  alive.  His  last  handbill  is  headed,  on  one  side, 
"  London  astonished !  The  most  marvellous  offer  ever 
made  !  "  and  on  the  other,  "  Knocking  prices  into  splinters  ! " 
The  most  marvellous  offer  is  a  tooth-brush  free  with  a  two- 
penny tin  of  Chesebrough's  purest  vaseline.  He  has  bought 
1001. -worth  of  tooth-brushes,  he  says,  and  they  are  going 
fast.  Mr.  Blackham  must  be  pardoned  a  good  deal,  for  the 
north  of  London  is  alive  with  cutters. 

A  Gentle  Reminder. 
Mr.  Wilfred  Lean,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Evesham,  has 
issued  the  following  notice  to  secure  the  return  of  empty 
mineral-water  bottles  : — "Lost !  !  During  the  present  season 
there  have  been  either  lost  or  broken  about  4,000  '  pop ' 
bottles  in  Evesham  and  district,  having  printed  on  the  glass 
'  Pumphrey,  Evesham.'  All  bottles  bearing  the  above  name 
are  the  property  of  W.  Lean,  and  any  persons  having  empty 
bottles  on  their  premises  are  requested  to  return  them  at 
once,  either  to  the  place  from  where  thev  were  purchased,  or 
to  W.  Lean,  M.P.S." 

" TnE  Richmond  Hh.l  Magazine." 
This  is  the  title  of  a  monthly  edited  and  published  by  Mr. 
Rex  Blanchford.  chemist,  Richmond.  It  is  brightly  written, 
well  illustrated,  and  is  a  paper  which  readers  will  look  for- 
ward to,  and  ought  to  be  good  for  business.  The  editor  takes 
care,  of  course,  to  work  in  seasonable  trade  advice,  and 
neighbours  give  him  advertisements.  Amongst  Mr. 
Blanchford's  own  advertisements  is  one  on  a  jaborandi  hair- 
lotion,  in  which  he  makes  effective  use  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  sections  of  the  hair. 

French  Pharmacy  in  Manchester. 
Mr.  W.  Maskew,  of  285  Oxford  Street,  Manchester,  sends 
us  hispri-je  list,  with  some  other  circulars  he  issues.  The  price- 
list  would  be  good  if  the  illustrations  were  better  printed. 
The  best  thing  Mr.  Maskew  sends  is  a  label  advertising 
toning  solutions  and  developers,  which  he  uses  to  stick  on 
packets  of  P.O  P.  and  boxes  of  dry  plates.  Mr.  Maskew  also 
issues  a  circular  in  French.  He  was  for  some  time  a  senior 
assistant  at  the  Pharmacie  Swann,  Paris.  We  notice  he  de- 
scribes himself  as  "  Pharmacien  de  1""  classe."  We  presume 
this  is  correct,  and  is  not  merely  a  translation  of  our 
"pharmaceutical  chemist."  "  Faire  beaucoup  avec  un  bene- 
fice restreint  tout  en  contentant  chacun  est  la  maxime  de 
la  maison  "  seems  like  a  French  translation  of  an  American 
diy- goods  store  motto. 
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mew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Gbozny  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  30.000/.,  in  101. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  any  petroleum  or  oil  bearing 
lands  in  Russia  or  elsewhere,  and  to  search,  bore,  mine  for, 
refine,  store,  distribute,  and  deal  in  petroleum,  rock-oil,  coal- 
oil,  hydrocarbons,  and  any  of  the  products  thereof.  (All  the 
subscribers  are  resident  in  London.)  Table  "A"  mainly 
applies. 

Bayard,  Sons  &  Bayaed  (Limited).— Capital  7,0001, 
in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing; chemists  now  carried  on  as  "  Bayard,  Sons  & 
Bayard "  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  oil  and  colour  men,  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles. 
The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : — Frederick 
James,  300  Elgin  Avenue,  Maida  Vale,  W.,  chemist ;  James 
A.  Thompson.  48  The  Broadway,  London  Fields,  N.E., 
chemist ;  W.  E.  H.  Pidsby,  13  Tiernev  Road,  Streatham 
Hill,  S.W.,  solicitor;  Edward  Thompson,  22  Northwood  Road, 
Highgate,  N.,  chemist;  B.  G  Sugars,  Hersham,  Walton-on- 
Tfaames,  clerk ;  J.  R.  Atrill,  clerk,  and  W.  H.  Coles,  solicitor, 
of  33  Southampton  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 

Lancashiee  Dental  Institute  (Limited).  —  Capital 
2,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  an  artificial- tooth  manufacturer  and  fitter  carried 
on  by  Henry  W.  Griffin,  at  153  Islington,  Liverpool,  and  the 
goodwill  of  the  surgeon-dentist's  business  carried  on  by 
Robert  J.  Westwortb,  at  168  Fountains  Road.  Liverpool.  The 
first  subscribers  are: — J.  Westwortb,  168  Fountains  Road, 
Liverpool,  dentist ;  Walter  Harrison,  101  Grey  Rock  Street, 
Liverpool,  dental  assistant ;  Wm.  J.  Blevin,  62  Dale  Street, 
Liverpool,  printer ;  Wm.  Cann,  22  Winwick  Street,  War- 
rington, dental  assistant;  James  Marsh,  9  Union  Court, 
Liverpool,  auctioneer ;  Alice  Griffin,  153  Islington,  Liverpool, 
housekeeper ;  Isaac  F.  Cutler,  Grosvenor  Road,  St.  Helen's, 
tramway  manager.  The  first  directors  are  Henry  W.  Griffin, 
Alice  Griffin,  James  Marsh  and  Robert  J.  Westworth. 

E.  Gould  &  Son  (Limited).  —  Capital  4,000/.,  in  11. 
shares  (1,500  preference).  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  John  M.  Wyborn  for  the  acquisition  of  the 
business  of  -'E.  Gould  &  Son,"  of  59  Moorgate  Street,  London, 
E.G.,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing,  wholesale 
and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  surgical-instrument  makers, 
perfumers,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  publishers,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — John  M. 
Wyborn,  59  Moorgate  Street.  E.C  ,  manufacturing  chemist ; 
Arthur  H.  Wyborn,  2  The  Terrace,  Camden  Square,  N.W., 
physician ;  Edward  C.  Gould,  Craigmore,  Pol  worth  Road, 
Streatham,  S.W ,  physician;  John  G.  Wyborn,  26  Widmore 
Road,  Bromley,  Kent,  chemist's  assistant ;  Harold  J.  Firmin, 
Longlands  Road,  Sidcup,  Kent,  chemist ;  Josiah  C.  Simpson, 
30  Bonner  Road,  Victoria  Park,  N  E.,  chemist's  assistant ; 
Josiah  J.  Duggan,  3  Chisenhale  Road,  Old  Ford,  E.,  chemist's 
assistant.  The  first  directors  are  John  M.  Wyborn  (chairman 
and  managing-director,  with  3001.  per  annum),  Edward  E. 
Gould,  Reginald  C.  Gould,  John  W.  Dawe,  Arthur  H. 
Wyborn,  and  John  G.  Wyborn.  Qualification,  200  shares. 
Remuneration,  2\  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits  divisible  after 
20  per  cent,  per  annum  has  been  paid.  Registered  office,  59 
Moorgate  Street,  London,  E  C. 

H.  W.  Caetee  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  50,000/.,  in 
11  shares  (25,000  5/.-per-cent.  cumulative  preference). 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  as  H.  W.  Carter 
&  Co.,  at  the  Old  Refinery,  Bristol,  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  Henry  W.  Carter,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and 
deal  in  mineral  and  aerated  waters,  non-alcoholic  and 
alcoholic  beverages,  flavouring-essences,  British  wines, 
syrups,  and  fruit-crystals.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with 
one  share)  are : — Henry  W.  Carter,  5  Princes  Buildings, 
Clifton,  Bristol,  manufacturer;  Ernest  M.  Wright,  St.  Ediths, 
Bathampton,  near  Bath,  manufacturer;  John  H.  Woodward, 
2  Windsor  Terrace,  Clifton,  Bristol,  vinegar-maker ;  Frank 
Offer,  3  Winsley  Road,  Cheltenham  Road,  Bristol,  account- 
ant ;  Longland  W.  Edney,  80  Ashley  Road,  Bristol,  manager ; 
Frank  R.  Graham,  13  Oldbury  Court  Road,  Fishponds, 
Bristol,  accountant ;  Walter  Fletcher,  22  Cricklade  Road, 


Bishopston,  Bristol,  clerk.  The  first  directors  are  Henry 
W.  Carter,  Ernest  M.  Wright,  John  H.  Woodward,  Longland 
W.  Edney,  and  Frank  Offer.  Qualification,  100/.  Remu- 
neration, 210/.  per  annum  divisible.  Registered  office,  The 
Old  Refinery,  Wilder  Street,  St.  Paul's,  Bristol.  [This 
company  was  registered  on  September  23.] 


Rumoured  Ideis-Camwal  Amalgamation. — Rumours 
have  been  circulated  for  some  time  that  the  Camwal  and 
Idris  directors  were  negotiating  with  a  view  of  amalgama- 
tion, and  lately  these  reports  have  been  more  definite.  A 
statement  appeared  in  last  Tuesday's  Star  to  the  effect  that 
the  new  company  was  likely  soon  to  be  floated  with  a 
capital  of  between  400  000/.  and  500,000/.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  discussions  have  taken  placf  between  the 
directors  of  the  two  companies,  but  we  are  authoritatively 
assured  that  no  definite  agreement  has  yet  been  come  to. 
This  is  not  the  first  time,  we  believe,  that  proposals  have 
been  considered,  but,  no  doubt,  the  negotiations  are  more 
promising  at  present  than  they  have  ever  been  before.  The 
amalgamation,  if  it  takes  place,  will  probably  include  other 
businesses  as  well,  and  indeed,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Idris  & 
Co.,  the  absorption  of  smaller  factories  has  been  proceeding 
for  years.  If  the  Camwal  and  Idris  businesses  become 
associated,  the  Camwal  conditions  of  sale  to  chemists  only 
for  their  specialities  will  be  strictly  maintained. 

Limited  Companies  in  Geemany. — A  recently-published 
report  by  the  Central  Union  of  German  Limited-liability 
Companies  (Central-verein  der  Deutschen  Gesellsohaften  mit 
beschriinkter  Haftung)  states  that  during  the  few  years  that 
the  limited-liability  principle  has  existed  in  Germany  it  has 
been  of  great  importance  in  the  development  of  trade, 
industry,  and  agriculture.  Up  to  February  15  of  this  year 
there  had  been  registered  in  Germany  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
1  839  companies  with  limited  liability,  with  a  capital  of 
692,546,300m.,  including  chemical  industry,  44,187,700m.; 
lighting  industry,  candles,  and  soap,  12.043  000m. ;  food-stuffs, 
141,160,000m. ;  and  industrial  trades,  39,840,800m. 

Sanitas  Company.  —  The  statutory  meeting  of  this 
company  (recently  reconstructed)  was  held  at  Letchford's 
Buildings,  Bethnal  Green,  on  October  21,  Mr.  C.  T.  Kingzett. 
F.I.O.,  F.C.S.,  presiding.  The  chairman  said  the  transfer  of 
their  business  to  this  company  as  a  going  concern  from 
December  31  last  had  been  duly  completed,  and  this  company 
was  incorporated  on  July  1,  with  a  capital  of  148,000/.,  in 
148,000  shares  of  1/.  each.  The  4,500/.  exempted  from  the 
assets  taken  over  from  the  old  company  had  been  distributed 
by  the  liquidator  to  the  shareholders  of  that  company,  in 
respect  of  the  shares  numbered  1  to  60,000.  Application 
had  been  made  to  the  Stock  Exchange  Committee  for  a 
settling  day  and  quotation  for  the  shares  of  the  company, 
and  this  had  been  granted.  The  business  of  the  company 
continued  to  make  satisfactory  progress.  After  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  and  directors,  the  proceedings 
terminated. 

Edwaed  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  prospectus  of  this 
company,  whose  registration  we  noticed  last  week  has  been 
since  issued.  The  share  capital  of  the  company  is  200,000/., 
half  in  5-per-cent.  cumulative  preference  shares  and  half  in 
ordinary  shares.  The  ordinary  shares  and  one-third  of  the 
preference  shares  are  taken  by  the  vendors ;  6,667  10/.  pre- 
ference shares  to  be  subscribed  by  the  public.  In  addition, 
100  000/.  4-per-cent.  first  mortgage  debenture  stock  is  offered 
at  102/.  per  cent,  (redeemable  at  any  time  at  107/  percent,  on 
six  months'  notice).  These  debentures  are  secured  by  a  mort- 
eaere  on  the  whole  of  the  assets  of  the  company,  valued  at 
190,665/  The  valuation  of  the  property  has  been  made  by 
Messrs.  Fairbrother,  Ellis  &  Co.,  and  of  the  trade  property  by 
Messrs.  Deloitte,  Dever,  Griffiths  &  Co.  The  latter  firm  certify 
the  profits  of  the  last  three  years  to  have  averaged  23.096/. 
per  annum.  The  price  fixed  for  the  purchase  is  300.000/., 
which  is  to  be  paid  by  the  whole  of  the  ordinary  shares, 
33  330/.  in  preference  shares,  and  166  670/.  in  cash.  The 
average  profits,  it  is  pointed  out,  are  sufficient,  after  paying  the 
debenture  interest,  to  pay  the  preference  dividends  more  than 
three  times  over.  The  managing  directors  are  Messrs.  H.  J- 
Cook,  J.P.,  Wm.  Cook,  T.  A.  Cook,  S.  Hall,  and  E.  Miall  Cook. 
The  shares  and  debentures  offered  to  the  public  have  been,  we 
are  informed,  considerably  over-subscribed. 
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Ztoe  Winter  Session. 


Dewsbury  and   District  Chemists' 

Association. 

Mb.  Beecham's  Manager  Reads  a  Paper  on 
"  Cutting." 

A  meeting  of  chemists,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A. 
Foster,  was  held  in  a  committee-room  of  the  Town  Hall, 
Dewsbury,  on  October  20,  to  meet  Messrs.  Rowed  and  Glover, 
respectively  manager  and  representative  for  Thomas 
Beecham,  proprietor  of  Beecham's  pills,  and  to  hear  a  paper 
by  the  manager  on  "  Cutting,  and  the  Fixing  of  Prices." 
After  Mr.  R.  Gledhill  (Dewsbury),  the  Secretary,  had  read 
the  letter  of  invitation  and  correspondence  which  had 
passed  between  himself  and  Mr.  Beecham's  manager,  and 
also  read  letters  of  regret  from  absent  members,  the  Chair- 
man called  on  Mr.  Rowed  for  his  paper. 

After  introductory  remarks,  Mr.  Rowed  said  :  The  first 
cutting  I  ever  heard  of  was  about  twenty  years  ago,  when 
I  was  passing  a  chemist's  shop  in  Bristol,  and  we  believe 
that  chemist  (Mr.  Hodder)  to  be  the  pioneer  of  cutting 
prices  in  patent  medicines.  Since  that  time  competition 
and  cutting  have  greatly  increased ;  so  has  trade ;  so  has 
the  population.  Business  is  now  run  on  vastly  different 
lines.  The  headline  "  Small  profits  and  quick  returns  "  is  to 
be  seen  everywhere.  Unfortunately  the  small  profits,  so 
far  as  Beecham's  pills  and  some  other  well-known  articles 
were  concerned,  about  two  years  ago  came  to  "  no  profit  "  at 
all,  and  this  we  knew  was  to  the  advantage  of  no  one  but 
the  purchaser,  who  would  naturally  buy  as  cheaply  as  he 
could.  The  matter  was  considered  in  all  its  bearings,  and 
the  conclusion  come  to  by  us,  after  carefully  studying  the 
matter  both  at  home,  in  America — which  Mr.  Beecham  has 
visited  on  business  eighteen  times — in  the  colonies,  personally 
by  Mr.  Glover,  and  by  our  correspondents,  was  that  nothing 
short  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  making  cutting  illegal  would 
ever  stop  it. 

I  am  afraid  I  am  going  to  say  things  which  many  of  you 
will  be  surprised  to  hear ;  but  facts  are  stubborn  things,  and 
I  really  believe  I  shall  say  nothing  which  cannot  be  borne 
out  by  fact. 

THE  PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

made  its  appearance  in  1895  (since  its  inception  store- 
chemists  and.  cutters  have  increased  wondrously),  and  many 
members  of  the  trade  thought  this  would  right  matters. 
My  firm,  with  nearly  all  the  proprietary  houses,  could  see 
otherwise.  It  was  clear  to  us  that  prices  could  not  be  fixed 
by  coercion  so  long  as  there  are  firms  who  refuse  to  be 
coerced,  as  ways  and  means  will  be  found  for  buying  all  the 
goods  such  firms  want,  and  they  will  sell  them  at  whatever 
prices  they  like,  even  sometimes  at  a  loss.  We  could  not 
see  why  an  article  in  everyday  demand  must  necessarily 
carry  the  same  profit  as  a  thing  which  might  be  on  the 
shelf  for  weeks,  not  asked  for,  and  we  say  that  a  given  set  of 
prices  arranged  for  all  districts  alike  would  never  work. 
Here  again  steps  in  competition.  I  said  in  a  letter  to  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  last  year  that  "  It  is  the  cutter  in 
every  town  and  in  every  trade  who  fixes  the  prices,  unless  a 
mutual  agreement  of  the  trade  members  is  in  force,  and  to 
query  the  right  of  cutters  to  fix  the  prices  in  every  business 
does  not  alter  the  fact  that  they  can  and  do."  Those  articles 
which  have  been  in  the  greatest  demand  have  been  cut  the 
most;  hence  Beecham's  pills  was  one  to  be  cut  to  cost- price. 
It  was  on  January  1,  1897,  Mr.  Beecham  decided  to  give 
smaller  buyers  a  better  chance  of  meeting  the  large  cutters 
by  dropping  to 

51.  PARCELS, 

and,  as  it  became  evident  that  buyers  at  a  distance  were 
handicapped  by  the  carriage  they"  had  to  pay,  he  then 
decided  to  pay  carriage  on  all  orders  accompanied  by  cash. 
Many  of  our  old  customers  thought  our  old  limit  of  a  307. 
parcel  small  enough,  while  other  wholesale  houses  suggested 
1Q01.  lots ;  so  you  cannot  please  everybody. 

Mr.  Rowed  then  dealt  with  the  allegation  that  his  firm 
had  given  extra  discounts  for  large  quantities.  This,  he 
said,  was  absolutely  untrue.    Before  the  change  to  51.  lots 


they  had  500  customers ;  now  they  have  2  500,  and  the 
number  is  increasing  monthly.  Small  buyers  can  get  on  the 
same  terms  as  a  firm  which  buys  10,000Z.-worth  a  year. 
Letters  were  constantly  coming  in  reporting  selling  at  cost, 
and  asking  why  they  did  not  put  their  pills  on  the  P.A.T.A. 
list,  and  so  give  a  good  profit  to  everyone.  They  knew  that 
such  a  step  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Beecham's  pills 
and  a  few  other  articles  in  greatest  demand  were  used  as  a 
draw,  and  buyers  who  wanted  to  draw  custom  would  have 
them  and  would  cut  them.  They  wanted  them  for  show  in 
the  window,  labelled  at  a  catchy  price,  when  they  knew 
most  chemists  were  keeping  them  with  other  patents  out  of 
sight.  Now  imagine  what  an  effect  putting  Beecham's  pills 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  would  have  meant,  and  do  not  forget 
that  this  list  came  into  vogue  after  Beecham's  pills  had 
been  advertised  for  fifty  years.  Take  the  13.^.  size.  This 
would  have  had  to  be  Is.  on  the  protected  list,  or  we  should 
have  been  told  it  was  not  worth  listing  (many  advocated 
face- value). 

THE  SALE  IN  THE  BRITISn  ISLES 

is,  roughly  speaking,  100,000  boxes  weekly.  What  an  upset 
to  our  business  would  have  been  the  springing  of  a  rise  of 
this  sort  I  Would  not  the  public  have  resented  it,  and  taken 
some  other  pill  1  Mr.  Beecham  would  have  had  to  bear  all 
the  blame  from  the  public,  and  his  business  would  have  had 
a  check  that  would  have  been  felt  for  years,  and,  mind  you, 
many  determined  cutters  would  have  posted  up  notices  that 
whereas  all  the  other  retailers  of  Beecham's  pills  had  joined 
a  ring  not  to  sell  Beecham's  pills  below  Is.,  they  would  not 
rob  the  public,  but  would  continue  to  sell  them  at  a  trifle 
over  cost-price.  Why,  such  a  step  would  have  given  the 
cutters  a  grand  lever.  We  should  have  made  ourselves 
unpopular  with  the  public — a  very  serious  matter.  We 
should  have  helped  to  drive  customers  from  their  usual 
chemist  to  the  extreme  cutter,  and  the  last  state  of  that 
fixed  price  would  have  been  worse  than  the  first.  To  prove 
what  I  mean  I  will  read  you  a  bold  advertisement  from  the 
Blackpool  Herald  of  last  Friday,  and  this  advertisement  has 
been  appearing  the  last  two  months. 

[The  advertisement  was  one  published  by  Messrs.  Boots, 
stating  that  the  Blackpool  chemists  wanted  to  impose 
higher  prices  and  had  asked  proprietors  of  patent  medicines 
to  "form  a  ring.    But  Boots  wanted  no  advance.] 

Mr.  Rowed  then  quoted  a  letter  which  had  been  sent  to 
Mr.  Beecham,  urging  him  to  put  his  preparation  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list,  as  the  trade  generally  were  giving  their  support 
only  to  articles  bearing  a  living  profit,  and  arguing  that  the 
large  drug-stores,  by  their  system  of  bonuses  to  assistants  on 
the  sale  of  their  own  preparations,  are  Mr.  Beecham's  most 
important  competitors,  while  the  retail  drug-trade  has  proved 
itself  to  be  the  most  successful  method  by  which  the  sale  of 
proprietary  articles  has  been  pushed. 

WHAT  BOOTS  HAVE  DONE  IN  BLACKPOOL 

I  have  no  doubt  they  would  be  delighted  to  adopt  in  other 
towns  if  the  retailers  are  so  ill-advised  as  to  give  them  the 
chance.  I  could  give  other  instances  where  cutters,  some 
of  them  legitimate  chemists  in  comparatively  a  small  way 
of  business,  have  made  up  their  minds  to  carry  on  their 
business  in  their  own  way,  and  pride  themselves  oh  their 
individuality.  These  retailers,  large  and  small,  are  masters 
of  the  situation,  and  I  will  try  to  show  you  why.  They 
know  the  public  like  to  buy  at  the  cheapest  rate,  and 
they  take  every  opportunity  of  keeping  themselves  before 
the  public  ;  and  you  will  find  they  go  in  for  more  advertising 
themselves  locally  than  the  firms  who  have  believed  in 
ruling  the  prices  by  coercion.  To  go  back  to  the  starting  of 
the  P.A.T.A.,  we  were  informed  by  a  few  of  our  old 
customers  that  if  the  pills  were  put  on  the  list  they  would 
cut  them  just  the  same,  and  if  we  stopped  their  supplies, 
and  they  failed  to  get  stocks  from  other  sources,  the  public 
would  be  informed  the  reason  they  were  out  of  stock.  Of 
course  we  knew  that  without  their  telling  us,  but  I  mention 
it  to  show  what  a  risk  of  losing  sales  and  future  customers 
we  should  have  run,  for  some  of  these  firms  have  over  100 
shops ;  and  four  of  these  large  customers  last  year  sold  half 
a  million  boxes  of  Beecham's  pills.  Does  it  not  strike  you 
these  half-million  customers  purchased  other  specialities 
and  drugs  as  well  ?  We  have  been  charged  by  men  abso- 
lutely ignorant  of  the  facts  of  the  case  with  pandering  to 
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the  cutters,  and  saying  they  are  the  greatest  substitutorp. 
Gentlemen,  the  firm  of 

THOMAS  BEECHAM  "  PANDERS  "  TO  ICO  ONE. 

Well,  if  a  few  hundred  shops  were  out  of  our  pills  "  through 
Beecham  joining  the  ring  and  cutting  off  supplies,"  should 
not  we  have  played  into  their  hands  by  giving  them  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  saying,  "  Try  ours,  which  are 
almost  identical  "  ?  This  brings  me  to  a  most  unreasonable 
condition  of  the  P.A.T.A.  rule  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
owner  of  an  article  already  having  a  big  sale— that  is,  if 
anyone  was  found  selling  any  article  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  at 
cut  prices,  his  supplies  for  the  whole  of  the  list  would  be  cut 
off — a  very  doubtful  legal  proceeding.  Because  a  man  finds 
himself  saddled  with  stock  which  the  owners  have  ceased  to 
advertise,  and  he  must  either  give  it  away  or  keep  it  for 
ever,  and  lets  that  stuff  go  a  bit  cheaper,  then  he  must  have 
no  Beecham's  pills;  we  lose  customers,  and  substitution 
again  gets  a  chance.  And  what  was  to  be  the  modus 
operandi  for  keeping  everyone  in  line  1  It  was  to  cut  off  his 
supplies.  Now,  I  have  explained  what  a  risky  business  this 
would  have  been  to  manufacturers  who  spend  large  sums  in 
advertising;  for  every  first  article  sold  means  more  than  the 
first  purchase  with  some  tbirg*.  If  not,  the  life  of  such  a 
speciality  is  a  short  one,  and  I  pity  the  man  who  has  laid  in 
a  stock  partly  because  it  was  "  only  to  be  sold  at  a  living 
profit."  But  we  knew  tba'.  the  cutting  off  of  supplies  would 
not  work.  Mr.  Beecham  has  seen  it  tried  in  America  with 
failure,  and  it  is  contrary  to  common-sense.  Cases  have 
constantly  been  reported  to  the  P.A.T.A  officials,  who  say 
"We  have  got  him  on  our  black-list,"  or  "  will  put  him  on  "  ; 
and,  no  doubt,  he  is  there  yet,  for  the  cutting  goes  on  just 
the  same.  My  men  are  asked  how  these  men  get  their 
supplies.  Their  reply  is  that  "  they  have  friends  in  the 
trade."  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  most  successful  men 
are  not  without  friends;  and,  again,  manufacturers  them- 
selves have,  in  some  cases,  been  known  to  give  way  sub 
rosa. 

After  giving  some  more  evidence  of  the  inefficient  working 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  system  Mr.  Kowed  came  to  the  agreement 
which  his  firm  drew  up  last  year,  when  ,he  said,  Mr.  Wride, 
a  Southampton  chemist,  suggested  we  should  approach 
Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  and  the  International 
Stores  (Limited)  to  make  a  minimum  limit  of  l\d., 
!Q\d.,  and  2s.  3d.  They  were  then  selling  at  cost.  We 
drew  up  an  agreement-form ;  they  signed,  and  the 
state  of  things  improved.  You  will  wonder  why  the 
minimum  limit  was  not  made  higher.  As  regards 
the  small  size,  we  have  ceased  to  advertise  it,  and 
may  withdraw  altogether;  as  to  the  medium  size, 
Day's  and  the  International  Stores  said  10±d.  was  as 
high  as  they  would  charge  their  customers,  as  they  worked 
on  a  small  margin  for  a  quick  turnover,  and  a  penny  a  box 
was  ample.  Alluding  to  some  of  the  difficulties  they  had 
met  with,  Mr.  Kowed  said :  "  We  have  sent  representatives 
all  over  the  country  wherever  we  have  been  asked,  and 
mutual  agreements  have  been  fixed  up  in  places  so  far 
distant  as  Glasgow  and  Torquay,  and  to  show  you  what  a 
different  state  of  affairs  we  find,  I  will  take  these  two 
places.  In  Glasgow,  with  its  big  houses,  3d.,  lid.,  and 
2s.  4<2.  were  fixed  as  the  minimum  ;  while  at  Torquay,  where 
there  is  one  chemist,  Mr.  Young,  who  is  on  the  black-list  of 
the  P.A.T.A..  and  who  rather  seems  to  pride  himself  on  the 
fact,  l\d.,  l§\d.,  and  2s.  3d.  were  the  best  that  could  be 
done.  This  man  has  been  selling  at  cost  price,  and  he  has 
given  way  at  my  request,  but  would  never  have  budged  one 
halfpenny  had  coercive  pressure  been  used.  When  your 
Secretary,  Mr.  Gledhill,  very  kindly  asked  us  to  meet  you  in 
solemn  conclave,  he  said  you  welcomed  our  efforts  to 
improve  matters,  and  added  you  would  like  to  suggest  that 
Beecham's  13%d.  size  should  be  sold  in  your  district  at  Is. 
per  box,  and  the  other  sizes  with  a  corresponding  rate  of 
profit.  We  have  not  had  time  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
your  patent-medicine  trade  here,  and  only  two  large  York- 
shire cutters  have  so  far  been  interviewed,  but  they  are 
agreeable  to  go  to  10^d ,  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  can  be 
arranged  ;  if  a  little  more,  so  much  the  better.  But  when 
we  talk  of  Is.  in  a  hive  of  industry  like  this,  I  am  compelled 
to  say  I  am  afraid  if  it  was  agreed  on,  someone,  perhaps  a 
stranger,  would  step  in  and  upset  it ;  and  I  am  told  you 
have  a  thriving  co-operative  society  here.    If  a  price  like 


10\d.  or  lid.  is  settled  on,  it  gives  a  workable  profit  on  an 
article  which  is  largely  advertised  and  has  a  sure  and  con- 
stant sale;  and  with  this,  in  these  days,  I  am  afraid  you 
will  have  to  be  content,  or  be  as  contented  as  you  can." 

Going  back  to  the  P.A.T.A.  again,  Mr.  Kowed  quoted  from 
the  Anti-cutting  Record  a  paragraph  which  stated  that 
"  one  of  the  largest  proprietors  in  the  P.A.T.A.  recently  told 
us  that  putting  his  goods  on  the  protected-list  was  the 
finest  thing  he  had  ever  done  for  his  business,  nor  is  hi6  a 
solitary  testimony."  He  regretted  the  name  of  this  pro- 
prietor was  not  given — a  success  is  not  usually  secret — but 
proceeded  to  tell  of  another  proprietor  of  a  good  speciality, 
established  perhaps  twenty  years  ago,  the  sale  of  which  had 
been  partially  ruined  by  its  being  put  on  the  list.  The 
article  was  one  particularly  adapted  to  substitution.  When 
the  P.A.T.A.  started  it  was  being  closely  cut,  and  one  stores 
in  London  was  selling  1,0002.  worth  a  year.  Immediately 
this  proprietor  attempted  to  dictate  the  selling-price  this 
company  closed  its  account,  and  made  up  a  close  imitation, 

i  which  no  doubt  its  members  readily  took  and  still  use,  as 

,  the  advance  in  prices,  cutting  off  the  supplies,  &c,  would 
be  explained  ;  and  we  have  it  from  the  proprietor's  own  lips 
that,  whereas  he  was  led  to  believe  and  look  forward  to  the 

J  assistance  and  hearty  goodwill  of  the  retailers,  he  had 
offended  the  stores,  and  other  men  he  had  expected  to  give 
him  extra  support  had  done  the  reverse,  so  that  his  business 

I  in  his  valuable  commodity  had  been  interfered  with  most 
seriously. 

Mr.  Kowed  continued:  Naturally  :n  speaking  of  fixed 
prices  you  will  expect  me  to  refer  to 

MESSES.  ELLIMAN'S  A«EEEMENT 

with  their  customers,  which  has  been  in  existence  many 
years.  It  is  generally  well  spoken  of  by  the  trade.  Mr. 
Elliman  had  the  good  'sense  to  fix  the  price  before  it  got 
much  cut,  so  that  the  public  never  expected  to  get  it  much 
below  the  Is.,  but  his  article  is  not  what  you  would  call  an 
everyday  one.  I  have  never  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  a  chat 
with  Mr.  Elliman,  but  if  I  do  get  the  opportunity  I  should 
beg  of  him  to  enlighten  me  as  to  the  reason  why,  after 
having  a  fixed  price  of  Is.  for  his  embrocation  for  maxy 
years,  he  found  it  advisable  in  1897  to  make  up  an  3hl.  size, 
and  put  this  size  on  the  market  without  any  restriction 
whatever  as  regards  wholesale  and  retail  selling  prices. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  hardly  think  I  have  come  to  bless 
your  efforts,  but  anyway,  I  hope  you  won't  curse  mine,  as  I 
can  assure  you  they  are  dictated  by  experience  and  the  care- 
ful study  of  every  move  on  the  board,  and  1  should  be  acting 
contrary  to  the  precept  of  my  firm,  and  to  the  ideas  of  busi- 
ness morality  which  I  claim  to  possess,  if  1  gave  you  any 
other  than  an  unvarnished  tale.  If,  in  doing  so,  I  have 
caused  disappointment,  I  am  very  sorry,  but  it  is  much 
better  you  should  know  the  actual  facts  of  the  state  of  the 
case  than  work  under  a  delusion,  and  I  must  beg  you  will  at 
least  give  me  credit  for  doing  my  best  to  act  honestly  by 
you. 

Mr.  Rowed  then  quoted  comments  on  Mr.  Beecham's 
efforts  from  trade  papers.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on 
substitution,  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  J.  DAT  (Dewsbury), 
the  local  secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  who  said  there  was  a 
letter  in  the  October  issue  of  the  Anti-  Cutting  Record  with 
which  he  concurred.  Mr.  Rowed  said  he  had  not  wished  to 
touch  on  such  an  unpleasant  subject ;  he  was  sorry  to  find 
any  gentleman  in  the  room  countenancing  such  a  scandalous 
letter,  and  he  would  not  have  mentioned  the  matter,  but  Mr. 
Day's  remark  compelled  him  to  read  the  letter  to  the  meeting. 
It  was  signed  by  "  A  Northern  Chemist,"  who  said,  as  Mr. 
Beecham  had  persistently  refused  to  put  his  goods  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  help  himself. 
He  was  not  willing  to  retail  Mr.  Beecham's  pills  for  little  or 
no  profit,  and  finding  that  the  2s.  9d.  box,  retailed  at  four 
pills  a  penny,  would  yield  a  useful  profit,  he  commenced  a 
Id.  trade  in  "  Beecham's."  At  the  same  time  he  made  some 
pills  of  his  own,  which  he  labelled  " '  A  1 '  pills,  1  to  4  at 
bedtime,"  and  every  customer  for  "  Beecham's"  was  presented 
with  a  free  sample  of  the  "  A  1 "  pills.  These  he  sold  dgbt 
for  a  Id.,  and  the  result  is  that  most  of  his  "Beecham"  cus- 
tomers are  converted  into  "A  1"  customers  1  He  recom- 
mended Mr.  Beecham  to  stick  to  his  cutters,  and  let  chemists 
try  to  do  without  bim.  Mr.  Rowed  said  that  this  letter  hart 
•  come  to  Mr.  Beecham's  notice  the  previous  day,  and  be  was 
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very  indignant.  From  the  starting  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Mr. 
Beecham  had  been  a  member  of  the  manufacturers'  section, 
hoping  the  Association  might  be  in  some  way  beneficial  to 
the  trade,  and  had  sent  them  his  annual  subscription  of 
51.  5s.  yearly,  but  when  he  saw  the  funds  of  the  Association 
being  used  for  publishing  a  journal  which  would  insert  a 
letter  preaching  this  doctrine,  and  which  no  other  trade 
iournal  in  the  country  would  have  given  publicity  to,  he  was 
"compelled  to  withdraw  his  connection  with  the  Association, 
and  had  straight  away  resigned  his  membership.  The  in- 
sinuation (which  the  writer  made)  that  Mr.  Beecham  had 
given  inducements  for  "  cash  dumped  down  for  big  orders  " 
was  absolutely  unfounded,  and  the  writer  admitted  making 
over  50  per  cent,  on  the  2s.  9d.  boxes,  which  did  not  satisfy 
him,  but  he  must  needs  make  up  a  miserable  substitute, 
palm  this  off,  and  recommend  his  "  brother  chips"  to  do  the 
same.  Mr.  Rowed  added  that,  even  if  the  P.A.T.A.  had  been 
a  success,  their  countenancing  publicly  substitution  of  this 
kind  would  have  compelled  him  to  have  severed  his  connec- 
tion with  such  a  movement.  Mr.  Beecham  was  the  only  owner 
of  an  old-established  leading  patent  who  had  done  anything 
to  try  and  improve  the  present  state  of  things  for  chemists ; 
and  to  find  after  all  the  travelling- expenses  he  had  been  put 
to,  and  in  some  towns  inducing  cutters  to  burn  handbills 
which  they  had  printed  listing  the  pills  at  cost- price,  and 
paying  them  the  cost  of  printing  such  bills,  the  work  and 
worry  of  his  office  staff  during  the  past  twelve  months  in 
furthering  the  mutual  agreements,  he  had  been  singled  out 
for  attack,  was,  to  put  it  mildly,  really  disheartening,  and 
the  other  members  expressed  approval. 

A  conversation  followed  on  breaking  open  boxes  and  in- 
junctions, and  printed  lists  and  papers  showing  P.A.T.A. 
articles  quoted  at  prices  considerably  below  the  protected 
prices  were  exhibited. 

The  Chaisman  thanked  Mr.  Rowed  for  his  very  good 
paper,  from  which  they  had  certainly  learned  something,  and 
much  of  which  was  well  worth  their  careful  thought,  al- 
though it  was  unpleasant  to  digest.    The  Chairman  then 
■called  upon  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Gledhill)  to  read  two  letters 
that  gentleman  had  received  from  the  P.A.T.A.,  as  no  doubt 
they  would  all  think  it  only  fair  Mr.  Rowed  should  hear 
them.    The  first  of  these  letters,  dated  October  7  (signed  by 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones),  dealt  with  a  statement  made  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Beecham  to  Mr.  Barker,  of  Heckmondwike,  that  he 
could  purchase  P.A.T.A.  articles  in  one  hundred  towns  at  cut 
prices.    Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  it  was  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  in  the  trade  that  Messrs.  Boot  and  Day  are 
strenuously  fighting  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  that  out  of  the  many 
articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  they  do  sell  some  at  a  very 
slight  reduction  below  the  minimum  retail  prices.  Their 
supplies  of  the  articles  have  been  effectively  withheld  both 
from  the  proprietors  and  through  the  recognised  trade 
channels,  and  the  articles  are  being  purchased  by  them  in 
small  quantities  from  chemists  and  other  traders  at  retail 
I  prices  over  the  counter.    Nothing  can  prevent  them  doing 
this,  though  it  is  a  practice  that  is  not  likely  to  be  continued 
I  for  long.    The  letter  then  went  on  to  discuss  Mr.  Beecham*s 
arrangement  which  yielded  an  average  profit  of  less  than 
10  per  cent.,  which,  of  course,  does  not  pay  working-expenses, 
j  In  the  second  letter,  dated  October  14,  1898,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
1  said  he  was  glad  to  know  there  was  a  prospect  of  arrange- 
I  ments  being  made  between  the  Dewsbury  chemists  and  Mr. 
Beecham.  "  We  have  proof"  (the  letter  proceeded)  "that  Mr. 
!  Beecham  is  vexed  with  us  (the  P.A.T.A.)  for  not  approving 
jhis  10-per-cent.  profit  arrangement,  and  we  also  know  that 
his  representatives  are  constantly  attacking  the  Association 
land  doing  all  they  can  to  minimise  the  work  we  are  doing. 
(You  will  doubtless  be  told  at  the  meeting  that  the  P.A.T.A. 
lis  no  good  and  that  we  are  not  protecting  prices ;  and  I 
should  like  to  put  you  in  possession  of  facts  in  order  to 
icombat  any  such  statements." 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  went  into  figures  to  show  that  the 
P.A.T.A.  was  on  the  whole  a  success,  and  he  pressed  the 
Dewsbury  chemists  to  ask  Mr.  Beecham's  representative  to 
Wange  in  Dewsbury  that  no  one  shall  sell  Beecham's  pills 
.below  Is.,  and  not  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  which 
iiillows  less  than  2d.  in  the  Is.  By  so  doing  they  would  be 
riving  the  whole  case  away  that  we  are  contending  for — 
namely,  that  we  want  a  living  profit. 

After  hearing  these  letter?,  Mr.  Rowed  said  :  "  After  the 
information  you  have  rsceived  from  Mr.  Glover  and  myself 


you  will  recognise  that  these  letters  are  bluff  and  bunkum, 
and  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  written  on." 

Mr.  Gloyee  also  spoke,  and  argued  that  a  profit  of  2d.  or 
2\d.  in  the  Is.  on  a  largely-advertised  article  like  Beecham's 
pills,  in  a  town  like  Dewsbury,  was  ridiculous.  There  were 
many  things  they  handled  which  merited  25  per  cent.,  50  per 
cent.,  or  even  100  per  cent.,  but  on  these  they  ran  risks  or 
spent  much  time,  with  the  necessary  skill  and  knowledge  of 
pharmacy.  They  should  look  to  the  average  profit,  and  if 
they  would  give  popular  articles  a  fair  chance,  instead  of 
keeping  them  in  the  background,  they  would  find  Beecham's 
pills  at  10  per  cent,  a  good  paying  article.  Mention  was 
made  of  the  working-expenses  of  a  chemist's  business 
being  15  per  cent.  That  was  the  average — the  working- 
expenses  on  many  sales  were  considerably  over  15  per  cent., 
while  on  others  they  were  below.  He  appealed  to  the 
gentlemen  present  to  say  what  were  the  working-expenses  on 
an  article  like  Beecham's  pills,  and  it  was  agreed  that  2\  per 
cent,  was  ample.  Now,  continued  Mr.  Glover,  scores  of  Mr. 
Beecham's  customers  buy  5/.  worth  of  Beecham's  pills  in 
January,  for  which  they  pay  cash,  and  sell  that  month  ;  after 
deducting  working-expenses,  they  secure  a  clear  profit  of 
7\  per  cent.  In  February  the  same  51.  is  turned  over  again, 
and  so  on  through  the  year,  so  that  the  profits  on  that  5/. 
for  the  year  are  90  per  cent.  He  must  be  a  small  business 
man  who  cannot  get  through  two  51.  lots  in  a  year,  and  this 
man  would  get  his  clear  15  per  cent.  The  P.A.T.A.  letters 
referred  to  Munyon's  remedies.  He  bad  lists  quoting  them 
at  lOd.  and  10^d.  Sanitas  he  had  listed  (not  by  Boot's  or 
Day's)  at  9%d.  and  10^.,  and  it  was  absurd  to  bring  in  a 
disinfectant  in  an  argument  bearing  on  Beecham's  pills.  He 
had  found  many  retailers  who  had  signed  the  P.A.T.A. 
agreement,  who  say  they  are  often  compelled  to  let  articles 
go  below  the  fixed  prices  to  prevent  a  customer  going  off  to 
a  competitor,  and  he  could  increase  the  black-list,  with  the 
information  he  had  gathered,  to  an  astonishing  extent. 

As  several  gentlemen  had  to  leave  to  catch  trains,  no  vote 
of  the  meeting  was  taken  ;  but  Mr.  Barker,  Heckmondwike. 
in-isted  that  they  should  give  nothing  undue  prominence 
unless  it  carried  2d.  in  the  Is. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Rowed  and  Mr.  Glover 
for  coming  over  at  the  invitation  of  the  Association. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  Dublin,  on  October  21,  Mr. 
Henry  Hunt,  M.P.S.I.,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair.  Letters  of 
apology  for  non-attendance  having  been  read,  the  Chairman 
said  it  was  gratifying  to  see  from  the  attendance  the  interest 
taken  in  the  work  of  the  Association.  The  agenda-paper  was  a 
large  one,  and  he  invited  free  expression  of  opinion  not  only  as 
regards  the  reports,  but  on  the  general  working  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Even  if  the  comment  were  adverse  it  would  be  better 
than  chilling  indifference.  Messrs.  H.  M.  Grosart  and 
C.  J.  B.  Dunlop  were  then  proposed  and  seconded  for  mem- 
bership, and  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Chairman  next  declared  all  offices  in  the  Association 
vacant,  and  vacated  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  G. 
Fethebston,  who  congratulated  the  Association  on  its 
vitality,  and  paid  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Hardy,  who,  since  the  in- 
ception of  the  Association,  bad  shown  in  every  way  the  great 
interest  in  its  welfare,  and  although  he  was  now  removed  a  long 
distance  from  Dublin  he  was  still  as  ever  its  firm  friend. 
The  Hoxobaey  Secret aey  (Mr.  Johnston)  then  read 

The  Anxual  Report, 

in  which  he  said  it  was  gratifying  to  see  that  their  numbers 
were  far  in  advance  of  any  previous  session.  He  gave  a 
summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year.  It  was 
suggested  last  session  that  the  syllabus  be  more  confined  to 
Association  members,  and,  if  necessary,  prizes  be  offered  to 
induce  members  to  come  forward — a  policy  which  the  com- 
mittee strongly  advised  a  continuance  of  during  the  coming 
session.  The  musical  evenings  exceeded  anything  that  had 
been  previously  held  by  the  Association,  and  the  annual 
supper  was  more  social  and  enjoyable  than  ever  before.  The 
dance  had  proved  a  thorough  success,  both  socially  and 
financially.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the  social  functions 
would  do  their  utmost  to  cater  to  "the  satisfaction  of  the 
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members,  as  work  without  play  was  too  monotonous  con- 
sidering the  hours  that  pharmacists  worked.  With  reference 
to  the  payment  of  subscriptions,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
fix  a  certain  date  at  which  subscriptions  would  be  due,  as  the 
amount  of  time  and  unnecessary  expense  entailed  through 
the  getting  in  of  subscriptions  piecemeal  is  very  great.  It 
was  found  that  the  suggested  employment  agency  could  only 
be  worked  satisfactorily  by  having  an  office,  and  a  registrar 
in  constant  attendance,  and  this  it  was  beyond  the  scope  of 
the  Association  at  present;  the  idea  was  postponed  in- 
definitely. They  acknowledged  the  kindness  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  President  and  Council, 
and  trusted  the  cordial  relations  would  long  continue. 
The  Treasurer's  statement  of  accounts  showed  that  the 
Association  started  the  session  of  1897^98  with  a  credit- 
balance  of  111.  19a'.,  which,  with  the  receipts  from  various 
sources,  amounted  to  84Z.  odd.  The  expenses  were  74Z.  odd, 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  91.  10s.  5d. 

Mr.  O'Sullivan  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which 
Mr.  Johnston  seconded,  and  it  was  carried. 

Election  of  Officbes. 

Mr.  'Johnston  said  he  had  pleasure  in  proposing  Mr. 
Henry  Hunt  as  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  whom  they 
all  knew  and  appreciated.  Mr.  Savage  seconded,  and  the 
motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Hunt  thanked  the  members  for  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him,  and  trusted  they  would  not  find  it  misplaced.  He 
had  the  experience  of  the  past  Presidents  to  guide  him,  and 
hoped  he  would  be  able  to  reach  their  standard  of  efficiency. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Tyrie  Turner  was  elected  Vice-President,  Messrs. 
Savage  and  Jessop  Hon.  Secretaries,  and  Mr.  W.  McCarthy 
Honorary  Treasurer.  A  committee  of  management,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  members,  was  also  elected. 

Mr.  Williams  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  condition  of 
pharmacists  in  Ireland.  He  contrasted  Ireland  from  a  phar- 
macist's point  of  view  with  other  countries.  He  suggested  a 
closer  bond  of  unity  between  the  Council  and  the  Association, 
and  ventured  to  hope  in  the  future  that  an  official  recognition 
of  the  latter  would  be  given  at  the  Council  meetings  of  the 
Society.  If  the  assistants  could  send  a  representative  to  the 
Council  to  voice  their  views,  and  vote  thereon,  it  would  be  a 
distinct  gain  to  everybody.  At  present  they  bad  nobody  on 
the  Council  to  speak  on  their  behalf,  and  until  the  Associa- 
tion was  officially  represented  on  the  Council  they  could  only 
learn  the  views  of  the  Association  through  the  trade  press. 
The  necessity  of  club-rooms  for  the  assistants  was  great, 
especially  for  young  men  from  the  country  who  came  to 
Dublin  as  strangers. 

Mr.  Johnston  deemed  it  right  to  say  that  the  Association 
was  formed  for  the  elevation  of  the  assistants  intellectually 
and  socially,  and  its  relations  with  questions  approaching 
trade-unionism  were  happily  kept  at  arm's  length.  The 
desire  was  to  work  hand  in  hand  with  the  employers,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  this  should  not  always  continue. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Hunt  having  been  moved  to  the  chair,  votes  of  thanks 
were  accorded  to  the  outgoing  officers  ;  and  a  special  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  for  their  unvarying  kindness,  and  to  The 
Chemist  and  Dbtjggist,  the  official  organ. 

At  this  stage  of  the  meeting  Councillor  Kelly  entered  and 
addressed  a  few  words  of  encouragement,  and  assured 
the  Association  of  his  support  on  every  occasion  it  was 
wanted. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  October  20,  the  President  (Mr.  F.  W. 
Gamble)  in  the  chair,  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  Mobley 
Taylob,  entitled 

Vegetable  Seceetions. 

Life,  said  Mr.  Morley  Taylor,  may  be  considered  to  be 
a  state  of  chemical  and  physical  unrest  Sachs  says  the 
essence  of  life  is  that  organised  structures  are  capable  of 
constant  internal  changes  in  contact  with  water  and  oxygen, 
only  such  part  of  the  chemical  and  physical  forces  being  in 
equilibrium  as  is  necessary  to  determine  the  form  or  frame- 


work of  the  whole.  If  we  accept  this  view,  we  may  define 
life  as  a  perpetual  state  of  solution  and  precipitation,  of 
synthesis  and  analysis,  of  composition  and  resolution. 

The  biological  unit  is  the  living  matter  of  the  cell,  pro- 
toplasm, a  transparent  more  or  less  viscid  mass  supposed  to 
consist  of  a  network  of  extremely  attenuated  fibrils  saturated 
with  a  fluid  containing  many  substances.  A  published 
analysis  of  protoplasm  suggests  something  like  a  score  of 
different  compounds,  the  elements  of  which  are  carbon, 
hydrogen,  oxygen,  nitrogen,  phosphorus,  and  sulphur,  besides 
some  of  the  metals.  It  requires  little  imagination,  therefore, 
to  conceive  that  the  great  forces  of  Nature,  light  and  heat, 
plus  the  action  of  air  and  water,  may  produce  a  never-ending 
series  of  reactions. 

From  the  chapters  devoted  to  metabolism  in  the  various 
text-books  of  botany  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  an  exact  defini- 
tion of  the  terms  "  secretion  "  and  "  excretion." 

These  terms  are  used  synonymously  and  in  opposition  ; 
they  are  both  applied  to  active  and  also  to  inert  matter,  to 
useful  and  to  useless  substances,  whether  collected  internally 
or  externally.  If  we  argue  from  analogy  in  the  animal  body 
we  must  define  a  secretion  as  something  put  aside  by  the 
organism  as  useful,  and  an  excretion  as  something  put  aside 
as  useless. 

Vegetable  secretions  may  be  classified  as — (1)  Substances 
destined  to  form  the  framework  of  the  plant,  as  cellulose 
and  its  modifications ;  (2)  reserve  food  material,  such  as 
starch,  proteid,  and  oils  ;  (3)  special  secretions,  as  unor- 
ganised ferments,  chlorophyll,  and  certain  other  colouring- 
matters  and  substances  secreted  by  glands  or  specially 
differentiated  cells. 

Mr.  Taylor  dealt  in  detail  with  the  substances  named,  illus- 
trating his  subject  by  excellent  diagrams  and  microscopical 
preparations. 

A  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Gamble.  Matthews,  and 
Pearson  took  part,  followed ;  and  Mr.  Mobley  Taylob 
responded. 

Mr.  Ell  wood,  L.R.C.P.,  and  Dr.  Symes  were  proposed  as 
patrons  of  the  Association,  and  several  gentlemen  were  pro- 
posed as  members. 


Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  winter  session  of  this  Association  was  opened  on 
October  19  at  the  Exchange  Rooms,  Birmingham,  Mr.  J. 
Selby,  the  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Selby  delivered  the  presidential  address,  which 
included  a  review  of  the  work  of  last  session.  Among 
other  things,  he  reminded  them  that  their  Association  was 
one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the  formation  of  an  Assistants' 
Union.  Such  an  association  had  already  been  formed,  with 
headquarters  at  London,  and  during  the  present  session  the 
Birmingham  Association  would  consider  its  aims  and  objects 
and  appoint  a  local  secretary  for  the  district.  The  programme 
for  the  session  comprised  subjects  which  could  not  but  claim 
the  attention  of  and  interest  of  everyone  connected  with 
pharmacy.  In  connection  with  regular  attendance  at  the 
meetings,  he  admitted  that  some  assistants  were  more 
favourably  situated  than  others.  The  system  of  late  hours 
had  been  gradually  growing  year  by  year,  until  now  in  some 
places  the  hours  of  the  chemist  were  outrageous.  Legisla- 
tion on  the  question  of  shop-hours  would  not  affect  the 
chemist,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  business. 
Assistants,  he  said,  should  refuse  to  engage  with  any  man 
who  tried  to  put  more  than  twelve  business  hours  into  one 
day.  This  was  a  subject  which  he  thought  the  Assistants 
Union  should  take  up.  Addressing  himself  to  the  question 
of  Sunday  trading,  Mr.  Selby  said  they  were  all  conscious  of 
tie  reasonableness,  in  a  dispensing  business,  of  someone 
being  in  attendance,  but  he  considered  that  in  many 
pharmacies  too  much  show  was  made  on  Sunday,  with  the 
result  that  cachous,  perfumes,  &c,  were  sold  rather  than 
prescriptions  dispensed.  Touching  on  the  new  Pharmacy 
Bill,  he  reminded  them  that  it  rendered  all  Minor  men 
eligible  to  become  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  the  Council.  He  hoped 
the  Society  would  now  represent  the  entire  trade,  and  not 
the  faction  whose  opinions  it  had  hitherto  voiced.  He 
suggested  that  the  members  of  the  various  chemists 
assistants'  associations  of  the  country  should  unite  with  the 
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view  of  obtaining  one  or  more  candidates  to  represent  their 
interests  on  the  Council.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Thomas  (Secretary)  read  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions, enclosing  the  suggestions  drawn  up  at  the  Belfast 
meeting. 


Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  this  Session  was  held  at  the 
County  Restaurant  on  October  25,  when  the  President  (Mr. 
Waddington)  delivered  his  annual  address,  in  which  he 
sketched  the  history  of  pharmaceutical  legislation  from  1802 
to  the  present  time.  He  maintained  that  this  record  showed 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  been  constantly  fight- 
ing since  1841,  and,  to  some  extent,  successfully.  More 
legislation  was  required  in  the  future,  because  education  and 
requirements  of  individuals  were  increased,  and  demanded 
greater  privileges  in  order  to  induce  men  to  take  up  the 
business.  At  present  chemists'  privileges  were :  a  title,  the 
sale  of  poisons  on  schedule,  and  pharmaceutical  chemists 
being  free  from  jury  service.  What  was  wanted  was  the 
extension  of  the  poisons-schedule,  chemists  and  druggists  to 
be  equal  to  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  regard  to  jury 
service,  company-pharmacy  to  b3  illegal,  branch  shops  with- 
out qualified  managers  to  be  illegal,  and  chemists  to  have  the 
sole  right  to  dispense  doctors'  prescriptions. 


Halifax  and  District   Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  October  20,  Mr.  G.  M.  Cobb  (President) 
in  the  chair,  a  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  attitude  taken 
up  by  various  owners  of  proprietary  articles  in  reference  to 
the  P.A.T.A.   The  President  proposed — 

That  no  literature  of  any  description  be  distributed  or  show- 
cards  exhibited  belonging  to  non-P.A.T.A.  firms,  and  that  the 
members  of  this  Association  should  discourage  the  sales  of  such 
articles  until  the  proprietors  thereof  saw  fit  to  place  their  goods 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Thompson. 

Messrs.  Comyns,  Tiffany,  J.  B.  Bbieeley,  Gibson 
Dixon,  Fielding,  and  Hon.  Sec.  H.  C.  Bbieeley  also 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  proposition,  which  was  carried 
unanimously.  It  was  pointed  out  that  as  all  the  chemists 
in  the  district  were  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  the  effect  of 
such  a  resolution  would  certainly  be  felt  so  far  as  the  drug- 
trade  in  Halifax  was  concerned. 

The  Seceetaey  was  instructed  to  send  to  the  leading  non- 
P.A.T  A.  proprietors  a  copy  of  this  resolution  and  to  request 
them  to  join  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Gibson  Dixon  said  he  had  had  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
J.  &  E.  Atkinson,  who  regretted  "  the  cut-throat  policy 
adopted  by  many  traders  in  these  days,"  but  stated  that  they 
were  not  in  a  position  to  alter  things.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  another  perfumery-house  (Messrs.  John  Gosnell  Sc  Co.) 
had  decided  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  placing  their  articles 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  and  it  was  felt  that  what  Messrs.  Gosnell 
could  do  other  perfumery-proprietors  could  also  accom- 
plish. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  P.A.T.A.  condoling  with  the 
Halifax  Association  on  the  great  loss  they  had  sustained  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Seely. 

The  Hon.  Seceetaey  read  a  letter  from  the  Bradford 
chemists  inviting  members  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  cf 
Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme's  address  on  "Pharmaceutical 
Topics." 

Mr.  Clement  Fielding,  M.P.S.,  was  recommended  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  office  of  Local  Secretary. 

During  the  winter  session  meetings  of  this  Association 
1  will  be  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  every  month. 


North=East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Blackburn  on 
October  25.  Councillor  T.  Critchley  in  the  chair. 

The  Chaieman,  after  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  called 
lupon 

j   Mr.  Wm.  Holt  (Blackburn),  one  of  the  delegates  to  the 


Federation  Conference  at  Belfast,  who  delivered  a  lengthy 
address  in  reference  to  the  Federation  and  its  work.  Mr. 
Holt's  address  was  principally  an  appeal  to  all  chemists  to 
join  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  did  not  think  the 
Society  had  done  all  it  might  have  done.  Their  recent 
Pharmacy  Act  was  only  a  small  and  unimportant  measure. 
An  urgent  need  was  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ought 
to  come  more  in  touch  and  in  evidence  with  local  associations. 
They  heard  of  matters  being  discussed  for  five  or  six  hours 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Council.  Why  did  they  not  see 
more  evidence  of  it  in  the  reports  1  Why  were  they,  as  an 
Association,  not  communicated  with,  at  least  occasionally, 
concerning  pharmacy  matters  ?  It  was  not  beneath  the 
dignity  of  members  of  Parliament  to  consult  their 
constituents,  nor  at  any  election  was  it  beneath  their  dig- 
nity to  issue  election-addresses  explaining  their  views. 
The  only  feasible  way  of  changing  the  Society's  policy  was 
for  every  chemist  in  the  kingdom  to  join  it.  Chemists  who 
did  not  support  it  were  to  a  large  extent  to  blame  for  the 
present  condition  of  the  trade.  Mr.  Holt  next  dealt  with 
company  -  pharmacy,  and  advocated  the  abandonment  of 
the  "widows'  clause."  He  thought  in  legitimate  com- 
panies every  director  should  be  qualified  and  his  name 
should  be  on  the  signboards  and  labels.  Chemists 
should  adopt  some  distinctive  name  such  as  "  pharmacist " 
and  get  it  registered.  "  What  is  a  wholesale  quantity  1 " 
was  a  question  which  ought  to  be  settled.  They  should 
decide  what  poisons  ought  be  scheduled.  It  was  also  neces- 
sary to  appeal  to  qualified  chemists  who  are  prostituting 
their  services  for  the  benefit  of  limited  companies,  and,  if  we 
cannot  convert  them,  to  obtain  power  to  erase  their  names 
from  the  register  for  infamous  conduct.  It  was  essential, 
also,  to  join  forces  if  possible  with  the  medical,  dental,  and 
other  professions  whose  interests  are  infringed  upon  by 
these  limited  companies,  for  protection.  There  remained  the 
question  as  to  who  is  the  seller  in  our  places  of  business. 
This  has  not  yet  been  definitely  decided  by  law  [so  Mr.  Holt 
said]. 

Councillor  Ralph  Shoeeock  (Darwen),  the  second 
delegate  to  Belfast,  followed  with  an  address  on  similar 
lines  ;  and  after  some  discussion  Mr.  Lomax  (Darwen)  moved 
a  resolution  "  urging  all  local  associations  to  unite  in 
demanding  more  vigorous  action  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  more  information  of  its  intentions,  and  that  these 
be  persistently  pressed  forward  to  legislation,  and  that  they 
invite  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Medical 
Council." 

Mr.  John  Beown  (Burnley)  seconded,  and 
Mr.  H.  Howaeth  (Blackburn)  supported  the  resolution, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  W.  Wells  (Vice-President)  moved — 

This  meeting  appeals  to  all  chemists  in  the  United  Kingdom  to 
discuss  the  question  of  "  cumpany-pharmacy,"  recognising  quali- 
fied companies  (in  such  cases  urging  the  proprietors  to  use  their 
names  on  labels,  &c),  to  pass  resolutions  declaring  that  all  un- 
qualified practice  of  pharmacy,  either  collectively  or  singly,  should 
be  illegal. 

Mr.  Heney  Hindle,  the  oldest  chemist  in  Blackburn, 
seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried. 


Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  winter  session  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  E.  Gascoyne  (Vice-President)  was 
in  the  chair. 

The  Phaemacy  Act  Amendment  Act. 

The  Chaieman  mentioned  that  Mr.  Sergeant  and  Mr. 
Gill  had  interviewed  Mr.  Yoxall,  M.P.  for  West  Nottingham, 
with  the  object  of  inducing  him  to  withdraw  his  amendment 
to  the  Pharmacy  Bill.    In  this  they  were  successful. 

Mr.  Seegeant  said  they  were  met  most  courteously  by 
Mr.  Yoxall.  He  believed  that  the  member  for  the  Western 
Division  honestly  thought  he  was  doing  education  a  service 
by  his  amendment,  but  after  Mr.  Gill  had  given  him  a 
resume  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  they  felt  that  Mr.  Yoxall  had 
altered  his  mind.  He  thought  they  would  have  Mr.  Yoxall's 
support  in  future  in  connection  with  matters  which  were  for 
the  benefit  of  chemists  and  druggists,  who  preponderated  in 
Nottingham  over  pharmacists. 
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Mr.  Gill  then  read  a  paper  on  "  Company-pharmacy  con- 
sidered with   a  View  to  Legislation  Thereon."     He  first 
referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  of  Lord 
Herschell  during  the  passage  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  through 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  to  the  amendment  subsequently 
introduced  by  the  former.    When  the  Lord  Chancellor  with- 
drew his  amendment  he  made  it  clearly  understood  that  he 
retained  the  opinion  that  the  state  of  the  law  was  unsatis- 
factory, and  that  some  amendment  of  it  was  required.  If 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  amendment  had  become  law,  he  (Mr. 
Gill)  believed  it  might  have  been  construed  to  mean  that  a 
company  could  assume  the  title  of  "pharmaceutical  chemist," 
or  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  if  they  had  a  registered  chemist 
as  manager  or  assistant.    This  was  exactly  how  the  matter 
stood  at  present,  fur  the  1868  Act  gave  sufficient  power,  if 
properly  used,  to  ensure  that  every  shop  kept  open  for  the 
sale  of  scheduled  poisons  should  be  under  the  control  of  a 
registered  chemist ;  and  it  had  not  the  power  to  prevent  a 
company  using  the  registered  title,  so  that  the  effect 
of    the    amendment    would    be    to    positively  legalise 
that    which     the     law     at     present     only  negatively 
permits,  and  that  was  the  very  thing  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  said  needed  remedying.    The  amendment  was 
now  a  thing  of  the  past,  but  the  pronouncement  by  the 
highest  legal  authority  in  the  realm  remained,  and  they  as 
pharmacists  would  be  wanting  in  their  duty  if  they  did  not 
attempt  to  give  effect  to  such  a  pronouncement.    With  this 
object  in  view  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations  had 
suggested  that  the  matter  be  discussed  with  the  view  of 
some  definite  and  equitable  line  of  policy  being  formulated. 
They  must  look  upon   this  question   solely  in  respect 
to  the  influence  it  had  on  the  public  welfare.  The 
next  point  to  consider  was  what  did  they  mean  by 
company  pharmacy.     It  would  be  most  unfair  to  treat 
all  companies  trading  as  pharmacists  in  the  same  manner, 
for  there  were  some  which  had  none  but  registered  chemists 
on  the  directorate.    Others  had  a  good  proportion  of 
chemists  as  directors,  and  these  carried  on  business  in  a 
manner  to  which  no  exception  could  be  taken.    There  were, 
however,  other  companies  having  no  registered  chemists  on 
the  directorate,  who  nevertheless  controlled  a  large  company 
of  pharmacists.     The  directors  of  these  companies  had 
taken  advantage  of    a    flaw  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  to 
carry     cn    the    business    of    a    chemist    and  drug- 
gist    without     obtaining     that     educational  qualifica- 
tion    which     the     law    demands     from  individuals, 
and  which  was  essential  for  the  public  safety.    It  was  to 
these  companies  that  they  referred  when  speaking  of  com- 
*.nany-pharmacy.     To     illustrate   the  effect  which  these 
companies  had  on  the  public  well-being,  Mr.  Gill  said,  when 
a  customer  bought  tea,  sugar,  meat,  or  cabbages,  he  could 
easily  tell  by  physical  tests  whether  such  commodities  were 
what  they  ought  to  be,  but  with  regard  to  drugs  it  was  far 
different.    The  chemist  knew  that  a  drug  which  physically 
appeared    to    be    all    right  might  chemically    be  all 
wrong,    and    to    guard    agains";    this    he    must  either 
chemically  test  his  stock-in-trade,  or  buy  only  from  firms 
who  would  do  it  for  him.    Whichever  course  was  adopted 
he  must  add  to  what  might  be  called  the  market  value  of 
drugs  the  cost  of  expert  scientific  supervision  of  their  manu- 
facture   and    storage,    which    was    an  important  item 
financially.    This  placed  drugs  in  a  class  by  themselves. 
They  were  a  domain  into  which  none  but  the  expert  should 
be  allowed  to  enter,  for  the  moment  they  admitted  unquali- 
fied competition  the  professional  safeguard  was  removed. 
Price,    and     not    quality,     became     the  determining 
factor,  and  a  dangerous  system  was  introduced  which 
could  not  fail  to  have  a  degrading  effect  on  the  ranks 
of  legitimate  pharmacy,  and  diminish  the  safeguarding 
influences  which  the  Pharn.acy  Act  was  intended  to  supply. 
If  it  was  dangerous  for  an  unqualified  individual  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  it  was  equally,  nay 
more,  dangerous  for  an  unqualified  company  to  do  so,  for  a 
company  as  such  had  neither  body  nor  soul  on  which 
punishment  could  be  inflicted  if   any   mishap  occurred 
through  its  transactions.    The  argument  that  ttie  law  was 
satisfied  if  an  assistant  who  was  a  registered  chemist  had 
the  control  of  an    unqualified  company's   business  was 
plausible,  but  wonld  not  bear  the  test  of  close  scrutiny.  It 


was  the  directors  who  controlled  the  business,  and  the 
qualified  assistant  was  only  a  cover  to  evade  the  law: 
His  employment  was  not  an  adequate  public  safeguard. 
I  It  surely  came  within  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
|  Society,  who  largely  helped  to  frame  the  original  Act,  and  who 
were  the  authority  entrusted  with  carrying  out  its  provisions, 
to  formulate  a  little  measure  dealing  with  this  serious  evil, 
and  endeavour  to  get  it  enacted.  They  might  do  worse  than 
take  it  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  himself,  with  the  request  that 
he  would  keep  a  fatherly  eye  on  it  during  its  passage. 

Mr.  Warrener,  Mr.  Lumby.  and  Mr.  Bbilbt  agreed  with 
the  paper  ;  but  the  last  named  said  they  could  not  expect 
from  Parliament,  which  contained  so  many  who  were 
interested  in  companies,  an  Act  to  prevent  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  pharmacists. 

Mr.  Eberlin  thought  the  lav,-  at  present  covered  the  case, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  if  a  test  case  were  taken  the  former 
ruling  would  be  reversed,  if  they  were  to  formulate  a 
measure  on  proper  lines  he  believed  they  would  have  the 
moral  support,  at  any  rate,  of  the  majority  of  members  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Beveeley  did  not  want  to  have  either  a  managing 
director  qualified  or  every  director  qualified.  What  they 
wanted  to  do  was  to  abolish  companies  altogether. 

Mr.  Sergeant  said  the  whole  body  of  chemists  should 
unite  in  taking  a  bold  course. 

After  further  discussion  the  Chairman  said  he  was 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  Mr.  Gill's  paper,  but  he  had  net 
the  slightest  hope  of  any  amendment  of  the  Act  that  would 
do  away  with  company-trading.  If  they  could  combine  and 
advertise  a  thorough  exposure  of  company-pharmacy  that 
would  do  more  than  any  Act  that  could  be  passed. 

Mr.  Gill  moved  the  following  resolution  :— 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists' 
Association,  in  consideration  of  the  important  pronouncement  on 
company-pharmacies  recently  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
endorsed  by  the  ex-Lord  Chancellor,  would  respectfully  and 
strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  taking 
early  action,  with  a  view  to  securing  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act* in  the  direction  of  preventing  companies  doing  that  which  it 
is  illegal  for  a  person  to  do. 

Mr.  Sergeant  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously. 


Drugs  and  Medicines  to  the  value  of  1452?.  were 
exported  from  Bushirp.  Persian  Gulf,  dnrinc  1897  :— Opium, 
194  408/.  (1896.  221.793Z.);  perfumei-y,  5.120Z.  Imports 
included  quinine,  428/.  (1893,  1,106/.). 

Veemin-killee  in  Russia. —  By  resolution  of  the 
Medical  Council,  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
the  importation  into  Russia  of  a  vermin-killer,  consisting  of 
wheat,  bran,  and  strychnine,  and  manufactured  by  A.  Was- 
muth  <Sc  Co.,  Hamburg,  is  prohibited. 

Me.  Geo.  Barritt,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  "  Hazeleigh," 
Dean  Road,  Croydon,  and  Mrs.  Barritt  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  on  October  24.  They  were  married  ai 
Cripplegate  Church  in  1848.  Mr.  Barritt  is  of  Quaker 
family,  and  was  acquainted  with  William  Allen,  John  Bell, 
and  other  early  pharmacists. 

Hair-specialities. — Electrotypes  of  the  two  illustrations 
on  pages  61-62  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  can  be 
obtained  post  free  for  5s.  on  application  to  the  Publisher, 
C.  #  B.,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  For  almanacs, 
handbills,  &c,  chemists  and  druggists  will  find  these  useful 
to  give  along  with  a  description  of  the  structure  of  the  hair 
and  how  to  keep  it  well  preserved. 

A  very  well  authenticated  centenarian  living  near  London 
can  be  instanced  (says  a  correspondent)  to  beat  the  record 
of  the  one  mentioned  in  our  issue  of  October  26.  Mrs. 
Hanbury,  of  Dycevor  Lodge,  Mount  Ararat  Road,  Richmond, 
celebrated  her  105th  birthday  last  June  9  She  is  the  mother 
of  Mr.  Hanbury,  of  the  well-known  firm  of  wholesale 
druggists,  Allen  &  Hanburys.  She  enjoys  the  be3t  of  health, 
together  with  full  mental  activity,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
reason  why  she  should  not  celebrate  many  other  birthdays 
yet.  Mrs.  Hanbury  composed  a  set  of  verses  for  the  Jubilee 
last  year,  and  sent  them  to  the  Qaeen,  who  sent  a  graciocg- 
acknowledgment. — Daily  J\'ews. 
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Correspondence. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
Notice  to     or  without  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
dents S^°n"  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  andthe  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  J.o  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Is  a  Chemist  a  Craftsman"? 

Sir, — In  reading  the  various  lectures  which  have  been 
delivered,  and  the  articles  which  have  been  written  recently 
by  those  who  might  be  called  leaders  in  pharmacy,  I  have 
been  struck  with  this  : — That  these  gentlemen  appear  to  be 
unable  to  find  a  better  name  for  their  calling  than  that  of 
a  "  craft,"  or  a  better  name  for  themselves  than  that  of 
"  craftsman."  To  the  average  man  the  word  "  craft  "  sug- 
gests such  an  employment  as  that  of  a  shoemaker  or 
tailor,  and  upon  consulting  Dr.  Webster  I  find  that  he  de- 
fines a  craftsman  as  "  an  artificer,  a  mechanic,  one  skilled 
in  manual  occupation."  Now,  I  consider  this  is  a  very 
important  point.  We  are  to  all  appearances  upon  the  verge 
of  a  decisive  battle  with  the  unqualified  monster.  The  fight 
will  be  a  long  and  bitter  one,  and,  if  it  depended  upon 
pharmacy  alone,  the  result  might  be  doubtful ;  but  it  will 
not  depend  on  pharmacy  alone,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  professions  involved  will  be  triumphant  all  along 
the  line.  It  behoves  us,  however,  to  set  our  house  in  order, 
and,  as  a  preliminary  step,  we  ought  to  define  ovs  status  in 
society,  live  up  to  it,  and  insist  by  our  actions  and  bearings 
upon  having  it  respected  by  the  outside  world.  Let  these 
leaders  get  this  fact  into  their  heads,  once  for  all,  that  they 
are  not  mere  craftsmen,  but  professional  men.  We  have 
had  altogether  too  much  humility  and  modesty  in  the  ranks 
of  pharmacy.  If  we  had  had  less  of  these  qualities  years 
ago,  the  whole  calling  or  profession  would  have  been  in  a 
better  position  to-day.  It  is  very  important  that  the  public 
should  recognise  our  status  in  the  world  of  education.  I 
will  illustrate  this.  A  short  time  ago  I  read  in  the  news- 
papers of  a  dispute  about  a  lawyer's  fee  which  took  place  in 
a  town  council  meeting  somewhere.  One  councillor  said 
that  a  certain  sum  (I  think  10s.)  per  hour  was  a  sufficient 
fee,  but  a  lawyer  who  was  present,  at  once  said  that  they 
could  not  measure  the  value  of  a  lawyer's  time  by  that  of  an 
ordinary  business  man,  and  the  council  immediately  agreed 
r  with  him.  This  was  simply  because  lawyers  have  defined 
I  their  own  status,  and  the  public  have  taken  them  at  their 
own  valuation.  I  do  not  think  the  law  examinations  are 
lany  more  difficult  than  ours,  and  yet  you  never  heard  a 
lawyer  calling  himself  a  "craftsman,"  or  his  profession  a 
"craft."  It  may  be  urged  that  our  work  is  to  a  certain 
extent  manual,  but  I  contend  that  all  professional  work  is  to 
a  certain  extent  manual.  A  surgeon  cannot  cut  off  a  leg 
without  using  his  hands,  a  lawyer  cannot  draw  up  a  legal 
document  without  using  his  hands,  a  banker  cannot  count 
cash  without  using  his  hands,  and  a  clergyman  cannot 
write  a  sermon  without  using  his  hands.  I  regret  that  it 
.should  be  necessary  to  thus  call  upon  our  leaders  to  take 
higher  ground.  I  regret  that  they  do  not  see  it  themselves. 
!I  am  persuaded,  however,  that  if  pharmacy  is  to  throw  off 
(the  weights  which  now  encumber  it,  this  must  be  done. 

There  is  another  point  upon  which  the  policy  of  our 
leaders  has  been  mistaken  and  weak :  that  is  the  monopoly 
question.  Whenever  this  question  is  touched  our  leaders 
begin  to  wh'sper,  "  Hush  !  caution,  caution,  this  is  a  delicate 
subject."  Not  a  bit  of  it.  It  is  a  subject  wbich  must  be 
ijdragged  into  the  light  of  day  before  it  is  set  right.  The 
people  at  large  have  formed  false  notions  to  some  extent 
fapon  this  subject  because  vulgar  unqualified  men  have,  by 
Systematic  advertising,  led  them  to  suppose  that  chemists 
(are  little  better  than  thieves;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  our 
Readers  to  counteract  this  by  better  information  rather  than 
jto  cringe  themselves  up  in  a  corner  and  cry  "  Hush  !"  as  if  a 
"bogey-man"  were  about.  The  sooner  they  master  the 
following  lessons  and  learn  to  insist  upon  them  the  better:— 


1.  That  when  special  qualification  is  demanded  by  the 
State  for  the  discharge  of  any  special  duty,  the  confinement 
of  the  practice  of  that  duty  to  qualified  men  has  nothing 
to  do  with  free  trade  or  monopoly,  and  it  is  only  the  common 
enemy  who  keeps  it  before  the  public  who  says  it  has. 

2.  That  when  men  qualify  themselves  according  to  the 
demands  of  the  State,  they  have  practically  entered  into  a 
covenant  with  |  the  State,  and  having  fulfilled  their  side  of 
it,  they  have  a  right  to  expect  the  State  to  fulfil  hers.  This 
has  nothing  to  do  with  a  reward  for  passing  examinations, 
but  is  simply  insistence  upon  the  fulfilment  of  a  common 
business  agreement. 

Dumfries.  James  Reid. 

To  Surrey  Assistants. 
Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  send  for  your  acceptance  & 
copy  of  a  work  recently  published  by  me  on  stretcher-drill, 
in  the  "  Introduction  "  to  which  I  lay  stress  on  the  suitability 
of  chemists'  assistants  for  stretcher-bearers  in  Volunteer 
corps. 

I  believe  that  Volunteer  medical  officers  throughout  the 
country  are,  like  myself,  disheartened  at  attempts  to  instruct 
the  ordinary  regimental  ambulance  classes  (formed  of 
mechanics  and  labourers)  in  those  difficult  subjects  making 
up  the  syllabus  of  instruction — viz  ,  anatomy,  physiology, 
practical  first-aid  surgery,  and  stretcher- drill,  and  that  they 
would  gladly  welcome  as  recruits  and  pupils  the  far  more 
intelligent  and  studious  chemists'  assistants. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  prove  the  immense  value  this 
practical  education  would  be  during  their  whole  professional 
career,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  movement  would 
eventually  provide  a  large  and  most  valuable  body  of  trained 
men  to  aid,  if  required,  those  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps  in  case  of  a  large  war — said  training  being  in  the 
meantime  at  the  service  of  the  general  public,  who  invariably 
seek  the  chemists'  establishment  in  cases  of  accident. 

May  I  ask  your  valuable  assistance  in  putting  my  theories 
into  practice,  by  using  your  influence  with  chemists  to  give 
time  for  drills  and  lectures  to  their  assistants. 

I  am  anxious  to  commence  a  class  in  connection  with  the 
corps  to  which  I  belong— the  3rd  Volunteer  Battalion  East 
Surrey  Regiment,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Kingston-on- 
Thames  (four  companies),  Richmond  (two  companies),  E^her 
(one  company),  Chertsey  (one  compmy)  ;  the  other  parishes 
in  which  we  recruit  being  New  Maiden,  Norbiton,  Surbiton, 
Long  Ditton,  Hampton  Court,  Hampton  Wick,  Teddington, 
Mortlake,  Barnes,  Putney,  East  Sheen,  Kew,  Ham,  Petersham, 
Walton,  Hersham,  East  Molesey,  Cobham,  Claygate,  Thames 
Ditton,  Addlestone,  and  Weybridge. 

From  these  districts  I  only  ask  for  sixteen  young  men  of 
good  physique,  eyesight,  &c,  to  form  a  section  (half  com- 
pany) of  regimental  stretcher-bearers,  and  I  promise  them 
good  value  in  return  for  their  time  given. 

They  will  have  to  attend  sqaad  and  company  drill  at  first, 
for  two  hours  on  one  evening  each  week,  after  which  I  shall 
commence  the  ambulance  lectures  and  stretcher-drill. 

The  former  attendances  will  be  required  at  either  of  the 
four  above-mentioned  towns  with  companies  and  drill-halls  ; 
the  latter,  for  ambulance  i^st: notion,  at  either  Kingston  or 
Richmond. 

Third-class  railway  fare  to  ana  from  all  drills  payable  out 
of  battalion  funds. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  any  further  information  required,, 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  de  Z.  Marshall, 

Surgeon-Major,  A.M.R., 
3rd  V.B.  East  Surrey  Regiment, 
Hon.  Associate  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem 
Teddington,  S  W.,  in  England,  &c,  &c. 

October  18. 

Our  Critics. 

SlE, — In  your  current  number,  under  a  note  "  Our  Critics," 
you  take  me  to  task  for  a  remark  made  at  the  Sheffield 
Chemists'  dinner. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  fay  that  I  had  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  in  mind  when  I  made  that  remark — in  fact,  I 
unmistakably  said  so?  1  am  sorry  you  should  apply  the 
words  "  unjust  and  ungenerous  "  to  me — I  have  no  desire  to 
be  either.    I  may  be  mistaken  ;  if  so,  I  err  with  many  others 
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who  think  they  see  in  your  zeal  to  criticise  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  a  tendency  to  throw  contempt  (perhaps  that 
would  have  been  a  better  word  than  ridicule)  on  the  local 
associations,  which  in  the  main  give  it  support.  Let  me 
take  the  example  readiest  to  hand. 

In  your  leading  article  of  November  27,  1897,  under  a 
heading  "  The  Bloomsbury  Bill,"  occurs  the  following : — ■ 
"  This  policy  (i.e.  consolidation)  is  being  approved  with  a 
great  expenditure  of  eloquence,  by  the  usual  supporters  of  the 
Society  (the  italics  are  mine),  as  our  reports  from  Glasgow, 
Sheffield,  Nottingham,  &c,  show." 

Now,  if  this  does  not  throw  contempt  on  the  proceedings 
which  took  place  here  with  regard  to  that  Bill,  then  I  fail  to 
understand  it.  I  think  you  need  not  "  mistake  the  temper 
and  sense  of  chemists  generally"  regarding  compliments 
and  criticisms.  I  think  they  like  your  criticisms,  but  could 
sometimes  wish  there  was  a  constructive,  as  well  as  a  de- 
structive, side  to  them.         Yours  truly, 

A.  Ebeelin, 
Hon.  Sec.  Nottingham  and  Notts  C.A. 

2  Chapel  Bar,  Nottingham,  October  24. 

[Mr.  Eberlin's  allegation  against  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  was  that  it  "threw  ridicule  on  local  societies."  We 
must  leave  it  to  others  to  judge  whether  he  has  established  his 
charge.  We  could  quote  scores  of  extracts  showing  appre- 
ciation of  the  work  cf  local  societies,  but  content  ourselves 
for  the  moment  with  referrins;  to  our  summaries  of  the  work 
of  the  session  in  the  C.  $  D.^May  8,  1897,  and  May  7,  1898. 
—Ed.  C.  cf  D.] 

Local  Secretaries. 

Sir, — lam  exceedingly  pleased  to  see  the  question  of  local 
secretaries  raised,  and  trust  the  matter  will  be  discussed  at 
all  gatherings  of  chemists,  for  much  more  depends  upon  it 
than  is  generally  credited. 

We  are  urged  to  subscribe  to  the  Society  in  faith  that 
good  things  must  necessarily  follow.  I  was  told  the  same 
tale  twenty  odd  years  ago,  and  I  put  my  money  in  the  slot, 
but  the  machine  stuck,  and  I  have  grown  grey  and  poor 
waiting. 

In  the  meantime  stores  and  bogus  companies  have  been 
allowed  to  flourish  without  supervision.  So  we  should  be 
careful  to  see  that  the  machine  is  in  working  order  before 
risking  any  more  money. 

It  will  cost  very  little  to  say  what  the  managers  intend 
striving  for.  If  their  programme  is  what  working  chemists 
require,  I  feel  sure  there  will  be  no  lack  of  funds. 

If  those  in  office  could  show  themselves  in  sympathy  by 
adding  their  preparations  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  and  would 
make  an  effort  to  secure  the  title  of  "chemist,"  it  would  show 
a  desire  to  help.  Yours,  &c, 

Chemist.  (78/5.) 

Great  Britain  a  Bad  Third. 

Sir, — As  a  colon  ial  subscriber  for  many  years,  can  you  alio  w 
me  a  little  grumble  re  patent-medicine  stamps  ?  In  New 
Zealand  we  have  no  patent-medicine  stamps  to  worry  us. 
Mr.  Beecham  has  seen  the  beauty  of  this,  and  supplies  us 
with  his  pills  "  unstamped,"  which,  of  course,  reach  us  Is.  6d. 
per  dozen  cheaper  than  any  similar  pill.  Now,  what  I  want 
to  know  is,  Why  cannot  other  makers  of  proprietaries  of 
the  Is.  lhd.  value  export  theirs  minus  the  stamp  ?  The 
saving  of  the  Is.  6d.  per  dozen  means  about  the  payment 
of  the  carriage.  If  one  maker  can  give  us  this  reduction, 
why  not  others  1 

Frequently  I  read  in  my  English  papers  of  the  almost 
universal  grumble  that  British  trade  to  the  colonies  is 
seriously  hampered  by  German  aggression,  and  folks  want  to 
know  how  it  is  that  British  exporters  cannot  compete  with 
other  nations.    Allow  me  to  give  one  version  of  this  question. 

A  short  time  ago,  wishing  to  increase  a  branch  of  my 
trade,  I  determined  to  get  a  full  series  of  soaps  specially 
made,  each  tablet  stamped  with  my  name  and  labelled  with 
my  address.  I  was  a  cash  buyer,  and  could  take  at  least  a 
ton  at  a  time.  I  wrote  to  four  leading  soap-makers  in 
England,  two  in  Germany,  and  two  in  the  United  Stages. 

Now  for  the  results.  In  due  time  I  got  one  price-list, 
with  particulars,  from  one  English  maker  I  had  written  to. 
The  other  three  had  not  troubled  to  reply.  From  Germany, 
one  firm  sent  price-list  and  particulars  and  samples  of  six 
varieties  of  soap;  the  other  German  firm  sent  such  full  par- 


ticulars as  to  enable  me  to  thoroughly  understand  their 
goods.  One  American  firm  sent  me  4  lbs.  weight  of 
samples,  saying  if  they  were  not  sufficient  others  would  be 
sent.  The  German  firm  offered  the  best  advantage,  so  I 
placed  my  order  with  them— to  my  regret,  I  must  say,  for, 
British  born,  I  would  much  sooner  have  done  trade  with  my 
own  people.  But  if  British  makers  are  so  careless  in  not 
even  answering  inquiries,  and  only  giving  the  barest  details, 
not  even  giving  the  weight  or  colour  of  the  tablets  they 
quoted  for,  how  can  they  expect  to  secure  the  bulk  of  the 
colonial  trade  1  The  German  firms,  on  the  contrary,  not 
only  quoted  low  rates,  but  asked  my  opinion  as  to  colour, 
size,  shape,  and  perfume  of  the  various  tablets. 

Again,  with  certain  drugs  I  required,  I  wrote  to  two 
English  firms  and  one  American.  The  Englishmen  replied 
with  their  stereotyped,  bold-headed  price-list.  The  American 
firm  sent  a  box  of  samples,  with  literature  and  the  fullest 
particulars.  Of  course  they  got  my  order. 
I  am,  &c, 

New  Zealandeb.  (57/27.) 

"  Slow  Photographic  Dealers." 

Sir, — I  can  endorse  your  Arklow  correspondent's  com- 
plaints, and  think  I  have  been  doing  business  with  the  same 
house.  My  experience,  however,  is  that  all  photographic- 
sundries  houses  are  alike.  They  are  not  only  slow,  but  also 
very  unreliable  in  the  execution  of  orders,  frequently  send- 
ing the  wrong  article.  For  instance,  I  recently  ordered  an 
album,  which  upon  arrival  I  found  to  be  for  a  smaller-size 
print.  I  wrote  pointing  out  the  error,  and  asked  for  another 
one  to  be  sent ;  this  also  turned  out  to  be  identical  with  the 
first,  and  it  cost  me  9d.  postage  to  return  the  two.  These 
were  sent  back  some  days  since,  but  I  have  heard  nothing 
about  them,  nor  have  any  step3  been  taken  to  rectify  the 
error,  and  my  customer  has  gone  elsewhere.  Again,  I 
ordered  some  3£  by  3£  plates ;  they  sent  me  3 h  by  3i , 
although  I  had  taken  the  trouble  not  only  to  give  the  size, 
but  also  mentioned  the  camera  they  were  for.  Again, 
I  ordered  fifty  of  a  certain  kind  of  mount ;  they  sent  500. 
In  this  case  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  write  the  word 
«  fifty." 

But  what  astonishes  me  more  is  that  these  houses  are 
constantly  out  of  stock  of  the  most  every  day  articles.  I 
have  now  before  me  a  list  of  '  remains,"  consisting  of 
.{-plate  porcelain  dishes,  C  D.Y.  and  cabinet  grey  mounts, 
&c.  What  should  we  think  if  some  of  our  drug-honses 
ran  out  of  castor  oil  or  glycerin,  or  a  patent-house  kept  ns 
waiting  two  or  three  weeks  for  Beecham's  or  Seigel's  ?  I 
have  ten  times  more  worry  and  anxiety  with  my  photo- 
graphic house  than  with  all  the  others  put  together. 

Yours  truly, 

Aberavon,  October  22.  F.  A.  BUBGESS. 

More  Old  Traditions. 
Sir, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  Rowe  will,  I  am  sure,  have 
evtry  retailer's  sympathy.  Only  this  week  I  have  been 
much  annoyed  on  account  of  running  up  against  some  "old 
traditions."  I  had  a  drug-order  awaiting  additions  before 
despatching  at  a  well-known  City  house,  and  wrote  a  firm 
of  sundry-dealers  who  advertise  in  your  columns  to  send  to 
the  former  for  enclosure  a  small  parcel — perhaps  3/.  value. 
This  is  ten  days  ago.  I  received  this  morning  from  the 
drug-house  the  following  postcard : — "  Your  kind  order  is 

still  waiting  enclosure  ex   .    We  have  written  them 

twice,  and  can  get  no  reply."  The  sundries  were  all  listed 
articles,  nothing  out  of  the  way,  and  quite  straightforward. 
This  is  the  second  time  I  have  been  kept  waiting  by  the 
same  firm,  and  it  is  the  last  time  it  will  occur.  The  drug 
and  sundry  houses  in  the  Midlands  and  the  North  are  far 
more  prompt  in  despatch  and  businesslike  in  the  execution 
of  orders,  and  in  future  I  shall  confine  my  orders  nearer 
home,  and  give  the  "Man  from  Town"  a  wider  berth,  for 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  many  cases  his  prices 
are  high,  his  consideration  small,  and  his  "  push  "  far  from 
agreeable.  Yours  truly, 

A  Northern  Chemist.  (7o//w.; 

The  Minor. 

Sir,— I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  correspondence 
appearing  recently  in  your  columns  re  the  Minor  examin- 
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ation — its  fairness,  or  otherwise,  as  at  present  conducted — 
and  the  causes  which  account  for  such  a  high  percentage  of 
rejections.  I  have  been  for  several  years — in  fact,  since  the 
rearrangement  and  extension  of  the  official  syllabus — brought 
much  into  contact  with  examination-work  and  with  can- 
didates. Taking  their  reports  all  round,  both  successful  and 
unsuccessful  men  have  given  a  favourable  verdict  upon  the 
examiners  and  their  treatment  of  candidates.  Isolated  cases 
have  occurred  where  a  man,  smarting  under  failure,  has 
blamed  all  and  sundry  except  himself ;  but  invariably  on 
reflection,  and  under  a  little  judicious  cross-examination, 
there  has  leaked  out  some  grave  error  of  judgment  (to  say 
nothing  of  knowledge)  which  to  any  impartial  mind  would 
be  sufficient  to  ensure  rejection.  Not  unfrequently  a 
"  ploughed  "  man  complains  that  he  has  been  plucked  in,  say, 
practical  chemistry,  although  he  is  certain,  he  says,  that  he 
"  got  out "  his  salts  correctly,  and  did  his  other  work  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  Much  has  been  written  from  time  to 
time  reflecting  upon  the  fairness  of  examiners  in  awarding 
marks,  and  from  their  position  they  are  precluded  from 
refuting  allegations  of  this  sort.  May  I  give  one  instance 
only  of  what  I  mean  ?  Many  more  have  come  under  my 
personal  observation. 

The  candidate  took  chemistry  in  the  forenoon,  and  went  in 
for  pharmacy  later  on,  in  good  heart,  having  done,  as  he 
said,  a  first-rate  chemistry  paper. 

On  finishing  up  for  the  day  he  ventured  a  query  to  his 
pharmacy  examiner  as  to  the  probable  result.  Courteously 
he  was  told  that  as  far  as  dispensing  went  he  had  done  very 
well.  So  far  so  good.  The  customary  notice  comes  to  hand 
in  a  day  or  two  :  "  Work  already  done  such  that  cannot 
satisfy  examiners,"  &c.  Great  shame,  &c.  !  In  this  par- 
ticular instance  portions  of  powders  set  for  analysis  had 
been  brought  by  the  candidate  from  the  examination-room 
and  were  shown  me.  No.  1,  I  was  told,  was  acid,  benzoic. 
At  first  glance  I  thought  otherwise,  and  asked  what  tests 
were  applied.  Quite  correct.  Could  not  have  done  better 
if  the  text-book  had  been  open  in  front  of  him.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  substance  was  salicylic  acid.  The  solution 
operated  upon  being  slightly  alkaline,  the  candidate  failed 
to  distinguish  between  ferric  hydrate  and  ferric  benzoate. 
I  mention  this  incident  to  show  that  the  candidate  may 
sometimes  be  in  error,  and  yet  imagine  himself  on  the  light 
side  of  the  fence. 

Examiners,  I  think,  make  a  somewhat  too  liberal  rendering 
of  the  official  syllabus — as,  for  example,  in  the  list  of  per- 
centage formulas  you  published  a  fortnight  ago,  and  in 
some  of  the  practical- chemistry  papers  set.  To  form  an 
accurate  opinion,  however,  of  any  item  on  a  paper,  one  must 
see  the  whole  paper  set.  Seeing  that  percentage  calcula- 
tions are  specifically  mentioned  in  the  syllabus,  and  the 
range  of  these  being  comparatively  limited  in  type,  candi- 
dates ought  not  to  be  at  sea  with  even  intricate  ones  such 
as  I  have  just  referred  to. 

The  other  work  set  may  have  been  such  that  an  hour  and 
a  half  would  be  ample  for  actual  compounding,  leaving  a 
comfortable  margin  for  figuring  out  an  awkward  percentage. 
Many  a  man  bungles  his  pharmacy  through  beginning  at 
the  wrong  end  of  his  paper — e.g.,  leaves  his  suppositories 
till  the  last,  finds  himself  with  half  an  hour  in  hand  and  an 
infusion  to  set  on,  having  meanwhile  spent  an  hour  over  one 
of  these  compounds  requiring  much  calculation  but  little 
pharmacy.  Nothing  spots  a  "  school  dispenser  "  so  neatly 
as  the  order  in  which  he  tackles  his  prescriptions.  Had  he 
been  trained  in  a  busy  dispensing  business  he  would  run  no 
risk  of  being  in  such  awkward  corner  at  clearing-up  time. 
As  to  causes  of  high  ratio  of  failures  the  following  are  the 
predominant  causes : — 

1.  Inadequate  preliminary  education,  the  present  Pre- 
liminary examination  being  worse  than  useless  as  a  ground- 
work upon  which  to  build  the  Minor  man.  It  was, 
doubtless,  good  enough  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  but  quite 
inadequate  for  the  high  scientific  standard  now  demanded. 

2.  Unpreparedness  of  very  many  candidates  who  enter  for 
examination.  This  is  not  due  to  any  deterioration  in  the  raw 
material,  nor,  as  some  would  suggest,  to  lack  of  teaching 
ability  in  public  or  private  schools,  but  to  the  conditions  of 
training  during  apprenticeship  and  to  the  limited  time 
devoted  by  candidates  to  acquiring  systematically  the 
knowledge  necessary  to  pass  the  examination.  In  the  good 
old  days  many  men  went  straight  from  behind  the  counter 


to  "  The  Square  "  or  to  "  York  Place.''  Now  the  require- 
ments are  such  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  a  man, 
however  advantageously  situated  as  regards  apprenticeship, 
to  acquire  the  scientific  part  of  his  work  except  at 
pharmacy  or  science  schools.  We  know  how  many  leave 
the  matter  till  a  more  convenient  season,  such  season  being 
a  six  months'  grind,  and  in  this  limited  period  none,  except 
those  (and  all  honour  to  them)  who  have  plodded  along 
day  by  day  during  the  term  of  their  pupilage,  and  thus 
acquired  a  solid  foundation  in  the  elements  of  the  science 
subjects,  have  more  than  a  remote  chance  of  success  at  the 
first  attempt.  Pharmacy  cannot  be  taught  in  school  in 
six  months.  Many — too  many — lads  go  to  school  with 
their  knowledge  of  practical  pharmacy,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  a  minus  quantity.  Their  employers  in  many 
instances  are  to  blame,  I  consider.  The  apprentice  is  too 
often  looked  upon  as  a  convenient  source  of  cheap  labour. 

Is  there  no  remedy  for  this  ?  A  curriculum  ?  Well,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  go  so  far  as  to  make  one  compulsory,  but  I 
do  think  that  some  means  might  be  devised  which  would 
ensure  candidates  prosecuting  class-studies  over  a  period  of, 
say,  three  years  before  entry  for  Minor.  This  could  only  be 
satisfactorily  done  by  instituting  intermediate  examinations 
in  individual  subjects,  not  more  than  two  of  which  could  be 
taken  at  one  time,  and  with,  say,  twelve  months  intervening 
between  each  set,  certificates  of  proficiency  in  each  to  be 
produced  before  entering  for  the  Minor.  This  would  ensure 
candidates  having  the  opportunity  of  assimilating  the  sub- 
jects of  study.  The  expense  need  not  be  any  drawback  to 
the  successful  working  of  such  a  scheme.  The  present 
facilities  for  conducting  the  First  examination  are  available, 
and  papers  need  not  be  other  than  theoretical,  except  in 
chemistry.  In  any  case,  with  the  increased  fee  payable  for 
the  Minor  examination  arrangements  could  doubtless  be 
made  at  convenient  centres  for  practical-chemistry  examina- 
tions once  a  year.  Some  such  method,  in  my  opinion,  must 
be  adopted.  I  do  not  see  how  the  evil  is  to  be  overcome  so 
long  as  the  present  conditions  hold  under  which  candidates 
are  trained.  The  syllabus  might  in  parts  be  made  more 
definite — e.g.,  chemistry,  specially  practical. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

24  Newgate  Street,  Newcastle-  Geo.  F.  Mersox. 

on-Tyne,  October  25. 

Sir, — I  have  followed  the  discussion  on  the  Minor 
examination  with  great  interest,  and  although  you  have 
summed  up  the  matter,  I  would  point  out  that  each  of  your 
five  contributors  represented  himself  only,  and  chiefly  the 
successful  candidates.  What  about  the  70  per  cent,  unsuc- 
cessful candidates  1  The  figures  which  you  publish  repre- 
senting the  results  of  the  examinations,  and  an  analysis  of 
the  pass-list  are  ample  proof  of  an  alarming  state  of  things. 
In  the  dispensing  portion  of  the  examination  the  object  is 
to  prove  the  candidate's  manipulative  skill,  and  if  he  does 
not  mana?e  to  pass  it  he  makes  no  further  progress  in  the 
examination.  This  is  my  position,  and  with  your  permission 
I  would  put  the  facts  before  your  readers,  for  I  am  con- 
vinced mine  is  not  an  isolated  case  : — 

I  am  an  experienced  assistant,  and  if  I  referred  you  to 
six  or  seven  of  my  past  employers  they  would  say  that  I  am 
competent.  For  several  years  I  have,  under  exceptionally 
difficult  circumstances,  been  saving  to  come  up  to  London 
for  a  course  of  tuition,  and  in  the  meantime  applied  myself 
steadfastly  to  my  studies  in  evening  lectures,  &c.  I  took  a 
six-months'  course  in  school,  worked  diligently,  and  at  the 
end  presented  myself  for  examination.  I  had  Mr.  Farr  in 
dispensing.  He  treated  me  with  every  respect  and  con- 
sideration. In  chemistry  I  did  badly— was  deservedly 
ploughed.  So  much  for  that  51.  5s.  and  six  months'  labour 
and  money  spent.  Another  three  months'  hard  work.  I 
spent  all  my  earnings  and  borrowed  three  guineas  from  a 
friend  to  pay  the  fee.  With  all  my  energies  strained  to  the 
highest  I  went  up  again.  Chemistry  first ;  did  it  well.  Dis- 
pensing in  the  afternoon.  My  examiner  in  the  latter  subject 
did  not  treat  me  as  I  think  I  would  have  treated  him  if 
things  were  reversed.  Had  I  been  anywhere  else  than  in  the 
examination-room  I  should  not  have  allowed  him  to  talk  to 
me  as  he  did.  However,  I  did  the  work  satisfactorily,  and 
finished  in  good  time.  The  following  evening  I  got  a  notice 
to  the  effect  that  the  work  I  had  already  done  was  not  such 


720 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  29,  1898 


gr-  ]. 


as  to  satisfy  the  examiners,  &c.  I  went  up  to  the  office  for 
an  explanation ;  got  it.  "  Failed  in  dispensing."  That  is 
all — no  report  or  satisfaction.  One  examiner  has  pronounced 
me  to  the  whole  world  incompetent  in  manipulative  skill  as 
a  pharmacist.  The  fact  that  seven  or  eight  past  employers 
and  the  first  examiner  testify  to  the  contrary  is  no  good  to 
me.  Where  does  the  fairness  come  in  J  In  these  straits 
what  am  I  to  do  ?  I  want  to  earn  money  to  get  out  of  debt 
and  to  pay  another  fee,  and  naturally  place  my  incompetent 
services  in  the  market  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  historic 
houses  do  not  want  me  ;  but  the  stores  offer  me  good  re- 
muneration and  reasonable  hours.  I  started  out  with  the 
anti-store  principle  big  within  me ;  but  necessity  has  no  law. 
I  maintain,  Sir,  that  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  the 
examiners  play  into  the  Society's  hands,  the  fees  being  such 
a  source  of  income  that  merit  is  no  guarantee  of  success,  and 
that  until  the  examination  is  put  under  direct  Government 
control  these  evils  will  not  cease. 

I  am, 

One  of  the  Unlucky  70  pee 
Cent.  (73,95.) 

Sib, — At  the  recent  examination  in  London  I  received  the 
following  work  in  dispensing  : — 

Make  half  B.P.  quantity- 
Syr,  ferri  iodid. 

Ac.  carbolici  ... 
Quin.  sulph.  ... 
Pulv.  glycyrrh. 
Ft.  pil.    Fiant  xij.    In  argento. 
Emplast.  resinre,  breast-shape,  6  inch  diameter. 

Pulv.  gallos   gr.  iij. 

Ext.  bellad   gr.  J 

01.  theobrom   q.s.  ui  ft. 

Fiant  vj.  suppositorium 

Truly  not  a  hard  paper  when  a  candidate  has  the  necessary 
apparatus  at  his  disposal,  but  I  can  quite  endorse  '  SperoV 
remarks,  as  I  have  found  in  my  short  experience  of  the 
examination-room  that  you  may  spend  much  of  your  valu- 
able time  looking  for  flasks,  pans,  &c,  which  should  have 
been,  but  never  were,  in  their  places. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 
October  20.      One  of  the  Successful  63.  (73/13.) 

Sib, — I  believe  the  principal  cause  of  the  failures  rests 
with  the  candidates  themselves,  who  enter  Galen  Place  after 
hurried  or  "  push-me-through-if-you-can "  preparation  at 
one  of  the  schools  of  pharmacy.  I  maintain  that  the 
pharmaceutical  education  of  all  young  men  seeking  to 
become  chemists  and  druggists  should  be  gradual,  and 
commence  with  their  apprenticeship.  What  we  require — 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  honest  remedy  for  the  present 
deplorable  and  unsatisfactory  position  of  affairs — Is  a  com- 
pulsory curriculum  of  at  least  three  years ;  we  should  then 
have  our  youth  properly  trained  and  taught,  and  I  am 
•certain  that  the  percentage  of  passes  would  then  bear 
favourable  comparison  with  the  number  of  failures.  As  it  is 
now,  we  are  constantly  hearing  our  assistants  say  (without 
any,  or  very  little,  preparation),  "  I  am  going  up  to  this 
school  or  that  for  three  or  six  months,  and  then  have  a  shot 
at  the  Minor."  They  do  their  little  bit  of  shooting  as  they 
call  it,  and  with  the  obvious  result  in  most  cases,  I  contend 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  examiners 
to  weed  out  all  such  men  who  have  only  obtained  a  super- 
ficial knowledge  of  the  subjects  for  which  they  present  them- 
selves to  be  examined  in.  Relying  upon  your  journalistic 
independence  and  impartiality  for  insertion, 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

RlCHABD  LACET. 

Abingdon,  October  22. 

Sib, — I  consider  the  Minor  examination,  as  carried  on  at 
present,  is  far  too  much  for  the  average  student,  who  has 
not  the  opportunity  of  attending  day-classes.  I  may  say 
that  I  failed  to  satisfy  the  Edinburgh  examiners,  so  I  have 
still  three  guineas  to  add  to  the  exchequer  of  the  Society. 


My  first  subject  was  pharmacy,  with  Mr.  Davidson  as 
examiner     I  was  handed  the  following: — 


Si' 


Vaselin. 

01.  petrol,  alb.... 
Pulv.  acacite  ... 
Ol.  caryoph.  ... 
Aquae  ad 
M. 

.  :  The  Emulsion. 


(5)  Resorcin. 
Zinci  ox. 
Ac.  boric. 
Vaselin.  ad 
M. 

Sig.  :  The  Ointment. 


5iss. 
5vj. 

oiss. 

mi- 
5vj. 


9ss. 
5j. 

5ss. 

Sij. 


(1)  Make    -    doz.  glycerin 
suppositories  (60  gr.). 

(2)  Prepare  1  oz.  effervescing 
citrate,  containing  3  per  cent, 
citrate  of  Uthia  ;  use  soda  citro- 
tart.  eff.,  B.P.,  as  a  base,  and 
allow  15  per  cent,  for  moisture. 

(3)  Cocains  mur.  ...    gr.  TV 
Ol.  carui  ... 
Euonymin.     ...    gr.  ij. 

M.    Ft.  pil.   Mitte  tales  xij. 
Silver. 

In  the  afternoon  I  had  Professor  Gibson  at  chemistry,  and 
got  the  following  work: — (1)  Estimation  of  bromide  of 
potass. ;  (2)  specific  gravity  of  a  liquid  ;  (3)  stannic  oxide 
and  cuprous  oxide.    Two  days  later  I  was  called  up  for  the 
oral.    My  first  subject  was  prescription-reading,  and  I  felt 
very  nervous,  but  Mr.  Lunan  tried  to  soothe  me.    But  why 
ask  such  silly  questions  as  the  dose  of  liq.  hyd.  nit.  ac.  1 
One  might  as  well  ask  the  dose  of  lin.  saponis.    In  botany  I 
was  shown  section  of  Ficus  Carlca  leaf,  transverse  section  of 
stem,  monocot.  flower,' cocoanut — what  kind  of  fruit?— and 
cherry  ;  how  are  seeds  carried  away  by  birds  ?    Was  also 
asked  about  transpiration,  stoma,  and  water  stoma ;  shown 
a  dicot.  flower  which  I  could  not  subclass.    This  examiner 
treated  me  very  fairly,  although  he  did  bring  me  down.  I 
was  not  told  at  the  time,  but  was  allowed  to  proceed  to 
pharmacy,  where  I  had  Mr.  Davidson,  who  as  an  examiner 
wants  to  find  out  what  a  candidate  really  does  know.  Was 
asked  how  spt.  ammon.  arom.  is]  made,  the  rationale  of  the 
process,  and  what  the  finished  product  contains  ;  spt.  jnther. 
nit.,  preparation  and  estimation,  nitrometer;  stills,  and 
different  ways  of  distillation ;  acetic  acid  ;  oleates  and  soaps ; 
vin.  ipecac. ;  the  strengths  of  several  tinctures ;  amount  of 
alkaloids  in  nux  vomica,  difference  of  estimation  in  the  new 
B.P.,  &c.     In  materia  medica  Mr.  Maben  showed  me 
staphisagria,     canella,    inula,   ipecac,   opium ;  camphor, 
menthol,  thymol,  mode  of  preparing  those  three;  alkaloids 
of  opium,  different  varieties,  modes  of  extraction  ;  almonds, 
Calabar  bean,  nux  vom.,  areca-nut,  Grindelia  robnsta,  carda- 
moms, &c.    Mr.  Jack  took  me  in  chemistry,  showing  hyd.  ox. 
flav.  and  As..S„  and  asked  how  they  are  obtained,  and  how 
metallic  arsenium  is  made.    Different  oxides  of  mercury, 
preparation  of  hyd.  am.  chlor.,  CO  and  C02 ;  ferro-  and  ferri- 
cyanide  of  potash,  how  obtained  ;  with  equations,  marsh-gas, 
acetylene,  and  one  or  two  volume  calculations. 

After  all  this  the  Chairman  told  me  I  was  very  weak  in 
botany,  so  I  have  to  call  again  for  my  certificate. 

Yours  truly, 

Lens.  (75/53.) 

Primary  (74/34)  writes  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  for 
which  reason  we  have  had  to  sacrifice  the  chemistry  part  of 
his  account  of  the  Minor  at  Galen  Place.  In  practical  phar- 
macy and  dispensing  he  received  the  following  paper:— 


Acid,  carbolic.       ...    gr-  >J- 

Aloin  gr-SB. 

Fiat  pil.  [Mitte]  xvnj. 

Emp.  belladonna:  6  in.  x  4  in. 


Mag.  sulph.    ...       ...  .5,j. 

Ext.  glycyrrh   5j. 

Ext.  tarax.     ...       ...  5ij. 

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad       ...  §vj. 

Syr.    ferri  iod.    Make  A  B.P.  I 
quantity. 

"  Primary  "  continues  : — I  mistook  4  on  the  clock  for  5,  and 
consequently  hurried  too  much.  When  I  was  finished  I  was 
satisfied  with  what  I  had  done,  although  the  margin  of  the 
plaster  was  not  trimmed  at  all  nice.  The  examiner  pointed 
this  out.  I  told  him  I  could  do  one  nicer,  whereupon  he 
said,  "Well,  why  not  do  so  now?  This  is  the  place  you  are 
required  to  do  your  best."  Now  I  must  admit  that  (although 
my  failure  was  due  entirely  to  nervousness,  like  a  great  many 
more)  I  could  not  expect  to  hear  anything  else  than  "  Your 
work  has  been  of  such  a  nature  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
you  to  satisfy  the  Board  of  Examiners." 

Where  are  the  Future  Chemists  ? 
Sir,— Requiring  an  indoor  apprentice,  I  have  advertised 

in  the  following  valets:— Bedfordshire  Times,  Uxbridge 
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Gazette,  Richmansroorth  Kerns,  Kilburn  Gazette,  British 
Weekly,  Daily  Mail,  The  Chemist  AND  DRUGGIST.  For 
all  my  efforts  I  have  received  two  inquiries — both  unsatis- 
factory. I  am  constantly  hearing  of  brother  chemists  in  the 
same  difficulty.  I  was  told  last  week,  by  a  well-known 
traveller,  "  They  are  not  to  be  had."  Evidently  the  craft  is 
losing  its  attractiveness  for  the  upper  middle-class — the  old 
source  of  supply — and  by  the  class  above  this  we  are  still 
iooked  upon  as  tradesmen. 

The  severity  of  the  examinations  is  becoming  known  to 
the  public,  and  this  makes  many  hesitate.  Assistants,  too, 
are  scarce,  and  the  percentage  of  ploughed  candidates,  so 
terribly  high  in  the  last  examination,  assists  to  make  the 
outlook  seiious.  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Northwood,  October  21.  H.  B.  Shaeman. 

Sir, — Your  note  under  Scotch  news  respecting  the  dearth 
of  apprentices  in  Edinburgh  is  not  by  any  means  applicable 
to  that  city  only.  As  your  correspondent,  ■■  Garden 
Chemist,"  in  this  week's  C.  $  D.  remarks,  "  You  cannot  get 
one  of  the  same  stamp  as  formerly,  because  his  prospects 
are  so  much  less  hopeful."  Quite  so.  And  can  such  a  state 
of  things  be  at  all  wonderful  ?  Some  youths  and  parents  at 
the  first  glimpse  may  think  that  the  life  of  a  chemist  is  not 
laborious,  but  is  interesting,  respectable,  and  remunerative. 
But  when  they  investigate  a  little  further,  or  someone  "in 
the  know  "  imparts  a  little  reliable  information,  no  wonder 
that  they  speedily  seek  some  other  vocation. 

It  may  nob  be  bad  policy  for  the  possessor  of  a  fair 
business  to  allow  his  son  to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  or  for  a 
parent  who  has  the  means  to  acquire  an  established  chemist's 
shop  as  soon  as  he  may  have  qualified  and  gained  some 
further  experience ;  but  the  youth  who  has  not  these  ad- 
vantages finds  that  for  the  first  four  years,  at  any  rate,  he 
remains  a  burden,  more  or  less,  upon  his  parents,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  may  get  an  appointment  as  junior  at 
about  30/..  indoors.  Out  of  this  he  must  save  to  enter  a 
college  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  junior,  and  when  he 
has  done  that  he  may  command  a  salary  from  40s.  to  50s. 
per  week,  outdoors,  and  there  practically  he  remains.  What 
a  goal  for  which  to  strive  !  Can  we  wonder  that  there  is  a 
"  dearth  of  apprentices  1 "  Yours  truly, 

Verax.  (76/6.) 

JTew  Zealand  Experiences. 

Sir, — Many  chemists  in  the  Old  Country  will  no  doubt  be 
'interested  in  a  general  survey  of  their  craft  in  this  colony — a 
colony  about  which  much  has  been  written  and  spoken. 
Having  leff.  London  as  recently  as  August,  1896,  on  account 
of  ill-health,  and  having  opened  a  business  in  the  Auckland 
district  some  eighteen  months  ago,  after  having:  travelled 
about  for  six  months  and  visited  Christchurch,  Wellington, 
Napier,  Auckland,  &.c,  I  will  endeavour  to  supp'y  the 
information. 

As  a  commencement  I  would  ask  them  to  disabuse  them- 
selves of  the  two  ideas  so  generally  held  in  the  Mother 
Country — viz  ,  that  the  climate  of  New  Zealand  is  always 
fine,  beautiful,  and  warm,  and  that  the  land  is  "  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey,"  or,  in  other  words,  that  money  is  easily 
sarned  and  plentiful.  The  first  idea  will  have  vanished  when 
■Ghey  have  spent  a  rainy  or  winter  season  in  this  district, 
iwhere  it  rained  continuously  for  nearly  eleven  weeks  last 
fear ;  and  the  second  one  will  be  brought  very  sharply  home 
jo  them  in  a  very  few  months  unless  they,  like  the  bees,  work 
Ivhilst  they  have  the  time  and  opportunity. 

With  regard  to  the  chemist's  assistant,  there  is  really  no 
oom  for  him  here ;  the  usual  modus  operandi  is  for  the 
rrand-boy  to  work  up  to  be  the  assistant.  In  very  few 
ustances  are  qualified  ones  kept ;  and,  where  they  are,  what 
3  the  salary  1  He  must  be  a  smart  man,  indeed,  to  get  31. 
er  week  out  of  doors,  the  general  rate  being  21.  to  21.  10s. 
er  week.  I  would,  therefore,  bid  any  assistant  who  thinks 
,f  coming  out  here  without  capital,  to  take  Punch's  advice 
j  Don't." 

To  the  qualified  man,  however,  who  has  money  and  knows 
is  business,  and  is  not  above  doing  any  work  connected 
ith  his  calling,  there  is  a  good  opening,  but  he  should  have 
,  least  a  capital  twice  as  large  as  is  necessary  to  finance  a 
ondon  business  ;  he  will  then  be  enabled  to  import  himself, 
id,  to  a  large  extent,  be  independent  of  the  middleman, 
lis  is  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  money,  and  by  getting 


appointed  "sole  agent"  controls  very  largely  the  t  rices  and 
markets.  I  wish  I  could  impress  on  all  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers  at  home  not  to  appoint  sole  agents  ;  the  principle 
is  wrong,  it  places  a  tremendous  lever  in  the  hands  of  ons 
person  or  firm,  and  what  we  want  in  the  colonies  is  freedom 
in  buying,  not  monopolies.  There  are,  however,  a  number  oc 
English  firms  who  transact  business  direct  with  their  colonial 
customers,  and  some  of  them  send  their  representatives  here 
for  orders. 

The  wholesale  druggists,  as  they  style  themselves  in  this 
distiict,  are,  more  or  less,  only  middlemen,  and  get  tremen- 
dous (there  is  no  other  word)  profits,  so  much  so  that  any 
chemist  who  can  anyhow  do  so  imports  himself.  I  can 
honestly  say  I  save  from  30/.  to  200/.  per  cent,  by  so  doing 
in  drugs  and  chemicals.  No  retail  chemist  would  impor-. 
were  he  able  to  buy  from  a  colonial  wholesaler  at  reasonable 
prices,  but  this  he  cannot  do  at  present.  There  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  there  is  a  grand  opsning  for  a  thoroughly  up- 
to-date  wholesale  firm  in  this  district. 

The  Customs  duties  are  somewhat  hich.  most  of  Ihe  drng-=. 
chemicals,and  sundries  payingaduty  of  20/.  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
There  are  a  great  many,  however,  that  come  in  free,  including 
acids,  caustic  potash  and  soda,  cod-liver  oil,  essential  oils, 
ice,  whilst  to  counterbalance  these  are  others  which  piy 
higher  duties — viz.,  opium,  21.  per  lb. ;  spirit,  16s.  per  proof 
gallon ;  starch-powder,  2d.  per  lb.  ;  eau  de  Cologne  and  per- 
fumed (spirits,  30s.  per  gallon  ;  toilet-articles,  25/.  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  ;  patent  medicines,  40/.  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  &c. 

I  come  now  to  what  I  consider  the  greatest  evil  the  chemist 
has  to  face.  This  is  the  Poisons  Act.  Under  this  Act  any 
person  can  obtain  a  licence,  and  is  then  enabled  to  sell  any 
or  all  the  poisons.  In  this  way  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  success- 
fully evaded  by  many  unqualified  chemists,  who  style  their 
shops  "pharmacies,"  put  up  their  names  as  managers,  obtain 
poison-licences,  and  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons, 
&c.  They  must  not,  however,  use  the  word  "  Chemist."  I  am 
glad  to  see  in  this  week's  C.  S;  B.  (or,  rather,  in  the  one  that 
arrived  here  this  week)  that  your  journal,  Mr.  Editor,  has 
led  the  van  against  the  proposed  "  New  Poison  Act"  in 
England  ;  had  it  have  passed  I  am  very  much  afraid  your 
"  Pharmacy  Act  "  would  likewise  have  been  to  a  great  extent 
a  dead  letter.  I  must  here  say,  en  passant,  that  the  C.  4'  B. 
is  certainly  thought  much  of  in  this  colony,  and  I  can  only 
hope  it  will  continue  to  be  a  "  trade-journal"  in  the  future 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

The  outlook  of  the  retail  business  at  the  present  time  is 
certainly  not  brighter  than  the  one  at  home,  as,  in  addition 
to  the  Poisons  Act  mentioned  before,  the  grocers  and  store- 
keepers sell  patent  and  proprietary  medicines  at  prices  cut 
quite  as  low  as  in  England,  and  I,  for  one,  have  found  it 
necessary  to  meet  them  with  their  own  weapons — that  is, 
cut  prices  myself. 

The  examination  for  qualifying  as  a  chemist  (there  is  only 
one)  is  a  very  easv  one,  and  what  makes  it  more  so  i«  tha^ 
the  several  subjects  can  be  passed  one  by  one.  This  I 
consider  a  grave  mistake. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark  that  the  foregoing  bears 
only  on  the  chemists'  and  druggists'  position  and  out- 
look in  this  colony.  I  must  leave  to  abler  hands  than  mine 
the  subjects  of  its  wonderful  resources,  such  as  agriculture, 
gold-mining,  &c ,  and  its  scenery,  which  can  be  honestly 
described  as  very  beautiful. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Fred  J.  Ruy. 


Legal  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


69/17.  Mercury  asks  if  we  can  say  "positively"  whether 
ung.  hyd.  ox.  rub.  and  ung.  hyd.  amnion,  are  poisonous 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  or  not.  As  the  answer  can 
only  be  inferred  from  analogous  cases  we  cannot  say 
"  positively  " ;  so  we  presume  the  question  is  "  off." 
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75/31.  Photographic. — If  A  and  B  go  into  partnership, 
keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  style  themselves 
"A  &  B,  dispensing  and  photographic  chemists  "  (A  being 
qualified  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  and  B  not),  B  is  liable  to 
a  penalty  or  penalties. 

77/54.  Bgerton. — The  Dentists  Act  is  worded  exactly  like 
the  Pharmacy  Act  as  regards  poisons,  so  that  it  may  be 
assumed  that  a  registered  company  can  use  the  title.  But 
there  is  this  difference — that  while  no  one  but  a  registered 
chemist  can  sell  a  poison,  anyone  can  practise  dentistry. 

72/52.  Mag.  Sulph. — We  think  it  doubtful  whether  your 
Indian  Brandee  would  be  regarded  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  as  a  medicine  or  as  a  mere  stimulant.  The  addition 
of  some  tr.  rhei  would  make  it  safer ;  but  we  advise  you 
to  submit  the  formula  to  the  Board  for  their  sanction. 

75/43.  Lalorare  had  an  apprentice  for  three  years,  who 
paid  no  fee,  and  was  sent  away  for  bad  conduct,  mistakes  in 
dispensing,  &c.  He  (the  employer)  asks,  Can  I  recover  damages 
from  his  father,  who  is  a  signatory  to  the  indenture  1  He 
was  with  me  four  months,  and  I  am  now  left  without  assis- 
tant at  beginning  of  busy  season. — It  depends  very  much 
upon  the  form  of  the  indenture  of  apprenticeship  whether 
the  employer  could  recover.  We  certainly  do  not  think  he 
would  be  able  to  recover  anything  on  account  of  the  mistakes 
in  dispensing,  as  the  Court  would  say  that  an  apprentice  had 
no  business  to  be  employed  in  dispensing.  Unless  there  is 
an  express  power  of  dismissal  in  the  apprenticeship-deed, 
we  doubt  very  much  whether  the  master  was  justified  in 
dismissing  him,  and  we  think  "  Laborare "  should  be 
satisfied  with  getting  rid  of  him. 

75/11.  C.  A.  G. — We  do  not  know  anything  called 
celluloidine,  and  judging  from  the  formula  given  we  should 
think  it  doubtful  whether  celluloid  or  celloidin  was  intended. 
The  offer  of  C.  to  charge  only  the  cost-price  of  the  in- 
gredients seems,  under  the  circumstances,  a  very  fair  one. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    WJien  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
Notice  to    paper.     When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
"  "     full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 

the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


55/15.  J.  C.  O'K. — It  would  not  be  of  general  interest  to 
report  the  analysis  of  your  ointment. 

44/15.  J.  B.  F. — For  a  list  of  the  examinations  accepted 
in  lieu  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Preliminary,  see  our  issue  of 
September  3,  page  408. 

55/30.  C.  A.  F. — (1)  You  cannot  do  better  than  consult 
Mr.  H.  Cox,  Cursitor  Street,  Chancery  Lane,  W.,  as  to  the 
coil  you  intend  buying  for  a;-ray  work.  The  coil  should  not 
give  less  than  a  4-inch  spark  ;  an  8  or  10  inch  spark  coil 
would  be  preferable.  (2)  The  charges  for  a>ray  work  are 
fairly  remunerative.  A  radiograph  of  the  hand  is  charged 
from  5.s\  to  lO.s-.  6d. :  the  former  is  the  fee  a  medical  man 
pays.  More  difficult  work  demands  better  remuneration — 
locating  a  coin  in  the  chest,  for  instance,  would  be  charged 
a  guinea  at  least. 

55/13.  Gum  has  a  customer  who  possesses  a  "  valuable 
tail  of  grey  hair,"  and  thinking  to  darken  the  colour  a  little 
she  soaked  it  in  a  decoction  of  tea.  This  had  the  effect  of 
turning  the  colour  quite  yellow,  and  now  "  Gum  "  asks  what 
can  be  done  to  restore  the  colour.  The  best  thing  to  do  will 
be  to  well  wash  the  hair  with  soap  and  water,  and  after  well 
rinsing  to  again  soak  in  a  weak  solution  of  soluble  blue 
aniline  dye,  and  dry.    This  should  restore  the  colour. 

55/4.  Sarum  submits  a  formula  for  graph-ink  made  of 
methyl  violet,  methylated  spirit,  mucilage,  and  water. 
When  making  it  the  other  day  the  dye  was  thrown  out  in  a 


mass,  which  "Sarum"  thought  was  due  to  the  mineral 
naphtha  in  the  spirit.  We  do  not  think  this  likely  but 
should  say  it  was  due  to  the  mucilage,  an  ingredient  which 
is  foreign  to  graph-ink. 

54/74.  Imogen—  Lanoline  is  Prepared,  shortly,  as  fol- 
lows :— Sheep's  wool  is  washed  with  an  alkaline  solution 
which  forms  a  soap  with  the  fat.  This  lye  is  then  passed 
through  a  depositing  centrifugal  machine,  which  separates 
and  purifies  the  wool-soap.  The  soap  is  subsequently  decom- 
posed with  acid  and  purified  by  kneading  with  water  and 
dissolving  in  benzine  or  other  solvent,  and  again  separating 
Parts  of  the  process  were  covered  by  the  Liebreich  patents. 


47/59.    Dictionary — (1)  Metol  Developer  :— 

Metol  

Sodium  sulphite   

Potassium  carbonate 
Potassium  bromide  ... 
Distilled  water 

Mix. 


5}ij. 

Siiiss. 

5j.  3vj. 

pr.  xxiv. 
3xx. 


(2)  Your  bookseller  can  easily  obtain  pocket-dictionaries  for 
you  :  there  are  many  good  ones  published. 

48/6.  Ivory-dust .—There  is  a  fortune  waiting  for  the 
person  who  succeeds  in  making  ivory-dust  into  such  a  form 
that  it  can  be  cut  and  polished.  Attempts  to  do  this  by- 
enormous  pressure  have  failed. 

46/62.  W.  F.— Lettering  on  Celluloid  is  done  by  means- 
of  hot  brass  stamps.  Black  lettering  is  done  by  heating  the 
stamps  in  a  smoky  flame  ;  for  coloured  lettering  preparations 
in  the  nature  of  sealing-wax  are  used. 

48/8.  Paraffin.  liq.— The  superiority  of  the  petroleum- 
emulsion  turned  out  by  your  wholesale  house  is  due  to  the 
machinery  used  in  preparing  it.  Machine-emulsifiers  are 
capable  of  turning  out  emulsions  which  it  is  almost  impos 
sible  to  equal  with  hand-labour.  Tragacanth  and  acacia 
are  the  only  suitable  emulsants  to  use  for  petroleum. 

49/6.  0.  P.  Q. — In  the  Educational  Number,  which  we 
published  on  September  3,  you  will  find  a  list  of  books 
suitable  for  Major  study.  You  cannot  do  better  than  map 
out  a  systematic  course  of  study,  which  you  should  continue 
till  such  time  as  you  are  able  to  proceed  to  a  school  of; 
pharmacy. 

53/6.  Ephemera. — (1)  The  opium  is  a  sample  of  Persian 
opium  which  comes  into  the  market  wrapped  in  red  paper 
and  tied  with  red  string,  the  short  rounded  cones  being 
typical.  (2)  The  Throat- shields  should  not  be  difficult  to 
match.  They  appear  to  be,  as  near  as  we  can  judge, 
emplastrum  cerati  saponis  spread  on  white  leather  3  in. 
by  2  in. 

51/2.  _  West  Indian  (Kingston,  B.W.I.).— Would  it  Dot  te 
a  good  investment  for  you  to  purchase  a  copy  of  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas  "  ?  To  give  all  the  formulas  you  ask  f Of 
would  be  a  severe  strain  on  our  space. 

41/31.    Veritas. — The  following  is  as  near  as  we  can  make 
your  Cough-mixture : — 

Aoet.  scillse   5j. 

Tr.  capsici    in  xxx. 

Tr.  camph.  co.    Jjss. 

01.  menth.  pip.    iriv. 

Theriacas      ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij, 

Ext.  glyoyrrh.  liq   Jij. 

Aquas  ad    oviij. 

Adult  dose :  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

54/63.    Tussis. — Non-poisonous  Cough-mixture  :  — 

Vin.  ipecac   Jj.  ., 

Oxy.  scillse    3iiss. 

Tr.  cubebae   ...  5vi- 

Ext.  glycyrrh.  liq   *ij. 

Glycerini      ...       ...       ...       ...  3>v_ 

01.  anisi    nrxv. 

01.  menth.  pip.        ...       ...       ...  ?r(xv. 

Aquae  ad    Oj. 

Dose  :  a  teaspoonful  two  or  three  times  a  day  or  when  the  congl* 
is  troublesome. 
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54/56.  Jean. — (1)  Prolonged  soaking  in  water  should 
remove  the  labels  stuck  on  with  glacier  gum,  if  anything 
will.  (2)  The  water  in  acetylene-apparatus  is  not  likely  to 
freeze,  as  it  becomes  saturated  with  products  which  lower 
the  freezing-point  considerably.  The  apparatus  should  not, 
however,  be  placed  in  an  exposed  position,  and,  being  usually 
of  small  size,  can  generally  be  protected  from  frost. 

53/44.  T.  B.  I. — Ascertaining  the  Flash-point  of  Petro- 
leum.— The  method  described  in  the  Petroleum  Act  is  as 
follows  : — The  water-bath  employed  is  heated  to  130°  F.,  and 
the  petroleum  introduced  into  a  little  cup  which  is  closed  and 
heated  in  a  water-bath.  A  thermometer  projects  from  the  lid 
of  the  petroleum- cup,  and  when  the  temperature  of  the  petro- 
leum reaches  66°  the  operation  of  testing  is  commenced,  the 
test- flame  being  applied  once  for  every  degree.  To  apply  it 
the  slide  on  the  cup  is  slowly  drawn  open  while  a  pendulum 
performs  three  oscillations,  and  is  closed  during  the  fourth 
oscillation.  Every  portion  of  the  apparatus  and  the  details 
of  the  method  of  using  the  test  are  minutely  prescribed  in 
the  Petroleum  Act.  The  Abel-test  apparatus  has  generally 
the  directions  pasted  inside  the  lid  of  the  containing-box. 

53/20.  Stopping. — Gold  Filling  of  Teeth  is  done  by 
placing  small  pieces  of  gold-foil  in  the  cleaned  hollow  of  the 
tooth,  and  pressing  in  by  means  of  a  mallet,  generally 
of  the  automatic  kind,  the  hand-mallet  method  being  ex- 
ceedingly tedious. 

63/63.  Spectacles. — As  in  any  other  profession,  the  value 
of  an  optical  diploma  depends  upon  the  ease  or  difficulty 
with  which  it  is  obtainable.  We  cannot  recommend  you  to 
waste  time  over  a  diploma  which  only  requires  a  week's 
study,  as  you  cannot  possibly  master  the  subject  in  such  a 
short  space  of  time.  The  Spectacle-makers'  examination  is 
not  so  difficult  as  you  imagine. 

48/49.  Y.  Z—  Churchills  publish  a  2s.  6d.  "  Dictionary  of 
Medical  Terms." 

49/60.  Blackberry. — Agar-agar  is  the  best  thing  for  stif- 
fening jams.    It  does  not  require  much  for  the  purpose. 

52/52.    C.  C. — Thanks  for  the  suggestion. 

44/43.  M.  M.  Co. — We  cannot  just  now  turn  up  a 
picture  of  the  "  Yerba  Santa  "  shrub,  but  will  keep  the  matter 
before  us. 

50/25.  TV.  S. — The  Footrot-paste  formula  was  given 
April  16,  1898.  Our  publisher  can  supply  copies  of  that 
date,  price  t\d.  each. 

52/17.  G.  H.  <$•  Co.— The  best  book  on  Sachet-powders 
is  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

57/43.    E.  S.— Dubbin  for  boots  :— 

Resin   '   lb.  ij. 

Tallow  lb.  j. 

Oil  of  citronella    3ss. 

Fish-oil   Cong.  i. 

Heat  together  till  of  homogeneous  consistence. 

There  are  some  other  recipes  in.  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas, 
page  327. 

57/48.  B.  P.  B.—{1)  "  Extra-strength  "  seidlitz-powders 
are  made  by  adding  from  30  to  60  gr.  additional  Rochelle 
salt  to  the  powder  in  the  blue  paper.  (2)  They  cannot  be 
legally  sold  as  "  seidlitz-powders,"  but  can  be  as  "  extra- 
strong  "  seidlitz-powders. 

57/30.  Basil. — Indiarubber  stoppers  for  ammonia,  &c, 
can  be  obtained  of  any  druggist-sundries  house  or  chemical- 
apparatus  dealer, 

59/25.  Cameo. — The  acids  sold  as  substitutes  for  citric 
acid  in  aerated-water  making  are  mainly  phosphoric  acid, 
and  the  different  makes  vary  in  strength.  You  would  do  well, 
however,  to  stick  to  the  vegetable  acids,  bearing  in  rrrind  the 
fact  that  phosphoric  acid  has  a  distinct  medicinal  effect, 
which  may  not  always  be  desirable. 

57/37.  A.  W.  N.  —  Metol-quinoll  Developer.  —  See 
C.  $  B.,  April  16,  1898,  page  653. 


64/10.  R.  M.  S.  (Cairo).— Jambul  has  been  lone;  used 
in  India  as  a  diabetic  remedy.  In  this  country  Mr.  Thomas 
Christy  seme  ten  years  ago  pointed  out  the  remarkable 
effect  jambul  has  in  reducing  the  conversion  of  starch  into 
sugar.  Stephenson  read  a  paper  before  the  B.P.C.  in  1892 
in  which  he  showed  that  it  was  the  fresh  seeds  which 
possessed  the  most  activity.  The  dried  seeds  he  found  to  be 
inactive.  It  is  recommended  to  make  a  liquid  extract  of  the 
fresh  seeds,  discarding  the  pericarps,  with  25-per-cent. 
alcohol,  until  about  three-fourths  of  the  product  is  obtained, 
setting  this  aside  and  exhausting  with  water,  finally  evapo- 
rating the  weak  percolate  to  small  bulk  to  make  up  the 
amount  represented  by  the  drug. 

74/21.  Laurcncio. — Fire-extinguishing  Liquid.  —  The 
most  usual  formula  for  this  is  : — 


Common  salt ... 
Nitrate  of  soda 
Sal  ammoniac 
Chloride  of  magnesium 
Water  


1  oz. 

1  oz. 

2  oz. 
4  oz. 

1  pint 


Dissolve. 


73/72.  Be Ita.—  Paraffin  of  high-melting  point  (135-  to 
145°  F.)  is  best  to  use  for  furniture-paste. 

72/34.  Kino. — "  Spermatorrhoea  ;  its  Results  and  Com 
plications,"  by  J.  L.  Milton  (Renshaw),  10s.  6d. 

72/28.  Llorrad. — In  the  Educational  number  of  the  C.  A 
B.,  September  3,  1898,  page  423,  we  gave  an  outline  of  the 
course  of  study  necessary  for  a  veterinary  surgeon.  You 
should  write  to  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  10  Red  Lion 
Square,  W.C.,  for  fuller  particulars. 

63/67.  Nostrum. — The  active  principle  of  the  Hair- wash, 
is  spirit  of  rosemary. 

70/27.  E.  B. — A  few  experiments  would  soon  show  you 
whether  and  why  mixtures  containing  tr.  chlorof.  co.  require 
a  "shake-the-bottle." 

60/57.  3.  H. — Children's  Powders.— These  are  a  mixture 
of  calomel  (1)  and  sugar  (4).  Weigh  into  5-gr.  powders. 
Dose :  one  to  six  months,  half  a  powder ;  six  to  twelve 
months,  one  powder. 

66/21.  Nosrayn.  —  The  Grease-removing  Liquid  is 
bisulphide  of  carbon.  It  is  more  dangerous  to  use  than 
benzine,  as  the  vapour,  besides  being  very  inflammable,  is  a 
powerful  poison. 

64/25.  TV.  G. — The  powder  you  send  is  a  preparation  of 
casein  known  as  Lactarine  It  is  used  as  a  substitute  for 
albumin,  as  a  mordant  in  calico-printing.  Lactarine  is  used 
for  both  soluble  and  insoluble  colours,  and  is  prepared  tor 
use  by  mixing  into  a  smooth  paste  with  ammonia.  Heat  is 
afterwards  employed  to  coagulate  the  casein  which,  enclosing 
the  colour-particles,  fixes  them  permanently  on  the  fibre. 
We  may  add,  however,  that  this  preparation  is  inferior  in 
some  respects  to  albumin  as  a  mordant. 

64/4.  H.  M.  T.  asks,  "  Would  it  be  correct  to  describe  a 
homoeopathic  medicine  as  a  dilution  and  a  snare  ? "  No, 
"H.  M.  T."  ;  but  your  pun  is  a  pollution  of  these  serious 
pages,  and  a  scare  to  our  honourable  readers. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


76/17.    Address  of  good  surgical-boot  maker. 

75/58.  Makers  or  agents  for  Hansen's  cheese-rennet  and 
colouring.  .  . 

74/23.  Makers  of  cheap  linen  bags  for  calf-spice,;bird- 
sand,  &c. 

57/14.  What  is  usually  given  for  "mercury  charges''  in 
veterinary  practice  1 

67/12.  Whitlock's  oil-soluble  aniline  yellow  where 
obtainable  ? 
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THE  GROCERY  SECTION. 

A CONFERENCE  between  the  Retail  Committee  of  the 
Grocers'  P.A.T.A.  and  manufacturers  of  proprietary 
articles  distributed  by  grocers  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Viaduct  Hotel,  London,  on  October  20.  The  President,  Mr. 
H.  J.  Hall  (Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  Limited),  was  in  the  chair, 
and  the  following  firms  were  represented  :— Messrs.  Alfred 
Bird  k  Sons,  Cadbury  Brothers,  Bovril  (Limited),  W.  Edge  & 
Sons  (Limited),  Frame  Food  Company  (Limited),  Goodall, 
Backhouse  &  Co.,  Brand  &  Co.  (Limited),  J  &  A.  Carpenter, 
Suchard's  Cocoa,  Batger  &  Co.,  Heckei's  American  Food  Com- 
pany (Limited),  Bond's  Soap  Company  (Limited),  John 
Robertson  (Paisley  and  Manchester),  Riimes  &  Co.  (Stockton), 
Brown  &  Poison,  Itsem  Dye  Company,  Gilbert,  Kimpton  &  Co., 
Van  den  Berghs  (Limited),  E.  R.  Goodrich,  Cleeve  Brothers, 
John  Moir  &  Son  (Limited),  Hugon  &  Co.  (Limited),  Day 
&  Martin  (Limited),  Thorley  (Limited),  Vejos  (Limited), 
Ronuk  (Limited),  Nelson,  Dale  &  Co.  (limited),  C. 
Chancellor  &  Co  ,  Farquhar,  North  &  Co.,  J.  T.  Dickson  & 
Co,  (Edinburgh),  Foster  Clark  &  Co.,  Vimbos  (Limited), 
Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited),  Holloway's 
Wine  Company  (Limited),  R.  Robinson  &  Sons  (Annan), 
Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Company,  Poulton  &  Noel,  J.  Davis  &  Sons, 
Cerebos  (Limited),  G.  F.  Sutton  &  Co  ,  H.  E.  Falk,  Tidman  & 
Son  (Limited),  Mecredy  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited), 
Paton,  Calvert  &  Co.,  Sadler,  Firth  &  Ross  (Limited),  Sut- 
cliff  e  &.  Bingham  (Limited),  Duke  Patents  Company,  Richard 
Wheen  &  Sons,  Terezol  Company  (Limited),  Hayward 
Brothers,  J.  C.  &J.  I'ield  (Limited),  Coombs's  Eureka  Aerated 
Flour  Company  (Limited),  Rowntree  &  Co.  (Limited),  and 
W.  G.  Nixey.  Mr.  Charles  Lewis,  the  Honorary  Secretary  of 
the  North  London  Committee  of  the  Metropolitan  Grocers' 
Association,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Secretary  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  were  also  present. 

The  Chairman  said  the  splendid  attendance  at  the  meeting 
was  evidence  of  the  great  interest  taken  in  the  subject  they 
were  to  discuss.  He  had  little  doubt  that  whatever  might 
be  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  present  about  details,  they 
were  all  at  one  in  desiring  to  promote  the  best  possible 
feeling  as  between  manufacturers  and  the  distributors  of 
(heir  articles.  Whilst  the  trade  were  selling  their  goods  at 
the  ridiculous  prices  which  in  many  cases  ruled,  they,  as 
manufacturers,  could  not  hope  to  receive  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  wholesale  and  retail  grocer,  without  which 
their  businesses  wera  bound  to  suffer.  The  gentlemen  who 
constituted  the  Retail  Committee,  and  whom  the  manufac- 
turers had  been  asked  to  meet,  were  keen  business-men  of 
vast  experience,  who,  through  the  Association  which  they 
represented,  spoke  for  many  thousands  of  retail  grocers. 

Mr.  John  Williams,  of  Manchester,  Chairman  of  the  Retail 
Section  of  the  Council,  explained  their  position  as  retailers ; 
and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  described  the  details  of  the  scheme 
adopted  by  the  Association  for  protecting  the  long  list  of 
^proprietary  articles  controlled  by  the  Drug  Section  of  the 
Association.  He  dwelt  upon  the  advantage  of  united  action 
in  this  matter,  as  compared  with  the  labour  of  each  firm  pro- 
tecting the  prices  of  its  own  specialities. 

Mr.  Bird  (Birmingham)  was  then  called  upon,  and  said  he 
was  very  much  in  sympathy  with  the  movement.  He  suggested 
that  Mr.  Gilligan,  of  the  Liebig  Company,  might  explain  to 
them  why  his  company  had  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw 
,their  articles  from  the  protected  list.  Mr.  Gilligan  said  the 
Liebig  Company  had  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  anti- 
butting  movement — in  fact,  he  thought  they  were  amongst 
the  first  to  prevent  undue  cutting.  They  had  articles, 
especially  invalid  preparations,  at  present  on  the  P.A.T.A. 
protected  list.  They  had  withdrawn  the  extract  from  the 
.chemists'  list  until  a  grocery  list  was  formed,  but  they 
would-  bs  pleased  to  consider  the  advisability  of  adding  it 
to  a  list  of  grocery  proprietary  articles  if  a  representative 
list  was  formed. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  explained,  in  reply  to  another  question 
if  Mr.  Bird's,  that  the  Drug  Section  had  found  it  to  suffi- 
ciently answer  their  purpose  to  withheld  articles  on  the 


list  through  the  wholesale  houses  in  the  first  instance,  hut 
to  allow  proprietors  to  supply  the  cutter  provided  a  separate 
agreement  was  obtained  by  which  the  offender  agreed  to 
maintain  the  prices  of  the  particular  article  to  which  the 
agreement  applied. 

In  the  course  of  a  lengthy  discussion,  Mr.  Barrow  Cadbury 
asked  if  this  was  purely  a  chemists'  organisation  1 

The  Chairman :  I  can  assure  Mr.  Cadbury  that  this  is 
purely  and  simply  a  grocers'  meeting ;  in  fact,  the  only 
chemist  in  the  room  is  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  himself. 

Mr.  Burgis  (Leamington)  informed  the  meeting  that  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  was  instructed  to  carry  on  the  work  at  a  most 
important  conference  of  grocers  held  at  Liverpool,  at  which 
there  were  present  some  500  delegates. 

Mr.  Bird  also  assured  Mr.  Cadbury  that  there  was  no  doubt 
as  to  this  meeting  being  the  outcome  of  a  widely  expressed 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  various  Grocers'  Associations.  On 
his  motion,  the  following  resolution,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sut- 
cliffe,  was  carried  unanimously:  — 

That  steps  be  taken  to  form  a  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  and  that  a  provisional  committee  for  that  purpose  be 
formed  at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Crook  (Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.)  asked  how  much 
profit  it  was  intended  to  guarantee  to  wholesale  houses  1 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  that  that  would  be  a  matter  more 
for  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  the  various  wholesale 
houses  themselves. 

Mr.  Williams  (Manchester)  said  that  the  wholesale  houses 
had  been  asked  to  meet  the  Retail  Committee  prior  to  that 
meeting,  with  a  view  to  being  able  to  place  before  manufac- 
turers a  reply  to  Mr.  Crook's  question,  and  that  the  whole- 
sale houses  did  not  consider  it  to  their  interest  that  there 
should  bs  concerted  action  as  between  wholesale  and  retail 
grocers,  but  preferred  that  they  should  arrange  their  own 
profits  independently  of  any  retail  organisation. 

The  following  gentlemen  expressed  their  willingness  to 
act  upon  .the  Provisional  Committee: — Alfred  Bird  (Alfred 
Bird  &  Sons),  G.  Foster  Clark  (Foster  Clark  &  Co.),  Bilson 
(Anglo-S'Yiss  Milk  Company),  W.  A.  Gilligan  (Liebig's 
Extract  of  Meat  Company,  Limited),  J.  Shorrock  (Bovril, 
Limited),  F.  W.  Lee  (Frame  Food  Compauy,  Limited),  W.  G. 
Nixey,  G.  Aguet  (H.  Nestle),  A.  Sutcliffe  (Sutcliffe  &  Bing- 
ham, Limited),  W.  Edge  &  Sons  (Limited),  W.  H.  Fells 
(Heckjr's  American  Food  Company,  Limited),  B.  Cadbury 
(Cadbury  Brother.-),  J.  Lane  (Lane  Brothers),  A.  E.  Canney 
(Vimbos,  Limited),  A.  Russell  (Itsem  Dye  Company), 
E.  A.  Holloway  (Holloway's  Wine  Company,  Limited).  W. 
Packham  (R.  Robinson  &  Sons),  A  Brauen  (Suchard's 
Cocoa),  W.  Scaling  (Bond's  Soap  Company),  W.  Rowbotham 
(H.  E.  Falk),  Fox  &  Sons  (Farnborough),  H.  C.  de  Beer 
(Hugon  &  Co.,  Limited),  H  Cockill  (Terezol,  Limited). 

It  was  explained  that  by  acting  upon  such  a  committee 
no  manufacturer  would  pledee  himself  to  adopt  any 
particular  scheine  which  would  1>3  uUimite'y  decided  upon, 
and  a  wish  was  expressed  that  all  manufacturers  who 
sympathised  with  the  object  they  had  in  view,  and  who 
desired  to  see  concerted  action,  would  consent  to  act  upon 
the  committee. 


IRcw  Books. 


Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The   Chemist  and  Dkuggist,  42  Cannon 
"  Street,  London,  E.G. 

Graham,  S.  The  Physiology  of  Feeding,  consisting  of  Three 
Lectures  on  Diet  from  "  The  Science  of  Human  Life."  Cr.  8vo. 
7A  x  4f.    Pp-  162.    Is.    (Ideal  Pub.  Union.) 

McFariand,  J.  A  Text-book  upon  the  Pathogenic  Bacteria. 
2nd  ed.   Roy.  8vo.    16s.  net.  (Hirschfeld.) 

Osier,  W.  The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  3rd  ed. 
re-written.   Pp.  1,200.   9^x6.    24  s.  Pentland. 

Taylor,  F.  A  Manual  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  5th  ed. 
81  x  5$.    Pp.  1,018.    16s.  (Churchill.) 

Tfflmanns,  Dr.  H.  A  Text-hook  of  Surgery.  Trans,  from  4tU 
German  ed.  by  B.  Tdton.  Ed.  by  h.  A.  St^maon.  Vol.  3  i 
R  'gional  Surgery     8vo.    21s.  net.  (Hirschfeld.) 
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Wolioe  to  Retail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "Lowest  Trade  Terms"  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  O.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C. :  October  27. 

/"1ROWLS  about  poor  business  are  still  to  be  heard  coming 
from  Mincing  Lane  men ;  but  distributors  and  manu- 
facturers are  more  cheerful.  Ergot  still  holds  the  field  for 
interest ;  there  is  little  new  coming  forward,  and  stocks  are 
getting  cleared  out  at  daily  rising  rates.  Mercuiials  are  to 
be  lowered  in  price  on  November  1.  The  drug-auctions 
held  to-day  were  quite  up  to  the  average  as  regards  supplies, 
benzoin,  cardamoms,  ipecacuanha,  saisaparilla,  and  senna 
showing  up  well.  Seeds  have  been  lively  this  week,  canary 
and  fenugreek  especially  being  in  demand,  and  spices  gene- 
rally are  wanted.  The  following  sums  up  the  market  move- 
ments of  the  past  week  :  — 


Higher 

Firmer 

1 

Lower 

Benzoin 

Cream  of  tartar 

Benzols 

Cardamoms 

Tamarinds 

Bleaching-powder 

Copper  sulphate 

Tragacanth 

Wax,  bees',  Jamaica 

Buchu 

Coriander 

Caraways 

Ergot  of  rye 

Chamomiles 

Fenugreek 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  ! 

Glucose 

Oil,  camphor 

Goldenseal 

Oil,  cassia 

Isinglass 

Oil,  star-anise 

Oil,  cloves 

Pot.  prus.,  yellow 

Oil,  linseed 

Tamarinds 

Turpentine 

Vanilla 

Arrivals. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  drugs  which  have 
arrived  in  the  port  of  London  and  other  large  ports  in 
England  from  October  20  to  26,  both  inclusive.  The 
figures  indicate  the  number  of  original  packages  (bales, 
casks,  &c.) : — 


Aloes,  Cape   57 

Balsam,  copaiba    30 

Buchu   2 

Calumba   122 

Camphor   61 

Cardamoms   16 

Castorum    19 

Chamomiles    12 

Cinchona  (E.I.)    91 

Croton-seed    11 

Cumin-seed   33 

Dragons-blood    13 

Gamboge   24 

Gentian    27 

Gum  arabic   228 

Honey   237 

Insect-flowers   10 

Juniper-berries    100 

Kola  (W.I.)   11 

Lime-juice   20 

Mastic   5 

Myrrh    28 


Nux  vomica    40 

Oil,  camphor   50 

Oil,  castor  (E.I.)    822 

Oil,  castor  (Ital.)    20 

Oil,  castor  (Belg.)    78 

Oil,  cinnamon   2 

Oil,  citronella   33 

Oil,  cod-liver    71 

Oil,  lemongrass   46 

Oil,  lime   

Oil,  origanum   2 

Oil,  rose    5 

Orris   12 

Pepper  5461 

Rhubarb   185 

Sarsaparilla    64 

Scammonyroot   2 

Senna    7 

Soy    50 

Turmeric   100 

Wax,  bees'    113 

Wax,  Japan    150 


Stocks  of  Iodine. 

"  In  the  iodine-warehouse  80,000  kegs  were  shown,  each 
worth  90Z."    So  found  a  class  of  students  of  pharmacy  who 


v is-ited  the  warehouses  in  Lcndcn  last  week;  Lutakegis 
wcrlh  about  £0/.  only.  In  view  of  the  recent  notes  on  1  his 
subject  the  fact  is  woith  emphasising,  and  that  there  is  other 
iodine  in  Gieat  Britain  thin  the  stocks  in  London.  We 
obseive  fic m  a  report  on  the  trade  of  Iquique  (Chili)  during 
last  year  that  the  accession  of  new  members  to  the  Iodine 
Convention  during  1897  prevented  any  considerable  decrease 
of  the  old  stock,  and  it  will  be  years  before  it  is  cleared. 
The  consumption  of  icdire  in  1896  was  6,390  quintals 
(lOl^lbs.),  atd  in  1897  6,395  quintals.  The  stock  in  the 
hands  of  the  Conversion  was  21,495 quintals  on  December  31, 
1896,  and  19,645  quintals  at  the  same  date  in  1897.  There 
was  consequently  a  decrease  of  1,849  quintals.  At  this  rate 
it  will  take  ten  years  before  the  stocks  are  reduced  to  nil, 
and  meanwhile  the  iodine  manufacturers  are  using  up  a 
mere  fraction  of  their  raw  material. 


Cablegrams. 

New  York,  October  27  3.7  p.m.  :  —  Business  in  the  drug 
and  chemical  maikets  this  week  has  been  very  slow.  Opium 
is  neglected  at  $3.50  per  lb.  Ergot  of  rye  shows  an 
advancing  market  for  fair,  while  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  also 
strong  at  8Jc.  per  lb.  Cannabis  indica  is  scarce,  at  15c, 
and  balsam  copaiba  firmer,  at  38c.  The  demand  for  senega- 
root  has  fallen  away,  and  24;.  will  now  buy. 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  October  26,  413  p.m.  :— There  has  been  mote 
activity  this  week,  the  sales  including  110  cases  of  Holland 
grades  at  the  equivalent  of  10?.  lQd. ;  current  tale  quale  at 
10s.  2d. ;  and  selected,  at  10s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  terms. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  October  27,  12.44  p.m.  : — Cumin,  caraway-seed, 
and  ergot  of  rye  have  a  firmer  tendency  to  day.  Refined 
camphor  is  unchanged,  at  255m.  per  100  kilos. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  fairly  good  business  passing  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  both  on  home  and  export  account. 
Contracts  over  next  year  continue  to  be  booked,  but  mostly 
at  lower  values,  keen  competition  between  the  various  pro- 
cesses being  the  order  of  the  day  : — 

Alkali  Produce. — Bleaching-powder  has  declined  further 
prompt  figures  now  being  about  4/.  17s.  6rf.  to  5/.  per  ton  for 
softwood  casks,  on  rails.  For  forward  business  still  lower  prices 
are  quoted.  Caustic  soda  is  in  fair  request,  at  unchanged  rates  : 
60  per  cent.,  61.  2s.  6d.  to  61.  5s. ;  70  per  cent.,  11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  5s. ; 
74  per  cent.,  11.  12s.  6d.  to  11.  15s. — all  f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  and  76  to 
77  per  cent.,  11.  15s.  to  11.  17s.  6d ,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liyerpool. 
Ammonia  alkali  in  brisk  demand,  at  51.  17s.  6d.  to  M.  per  ton,  in 
bags  on  rails.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  a  shade  easier,  at  6hd. 
to  Id.  for  best  Lancashire  makes.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda 
very  firm  ;  present  figures  are  3jd.  to  M.  per  lb.  and  4<Z.  per  lb. 
respectively.  The  potash  salt  over  next  year  is  quoted  Z^d.  to 
Z$d.  per  lb.  Soda  crystals  firm  and  in  good  demand  :  Tyne,  i'.o.b., 
21.  12s  6d.,  and  Liverpool,  21.  lis.  6d.  Silicates  of  soda  moving 
steadily  :  140°  Tw.,  Zl.  Is.  6d. ;  100=  Tw.,  61. ;  and  75°  Tw.,  21. 15s. 
net,  f.o.b  ,  in  ordinary  casks,  with  usual  extras  for  other  packages. 
Bicarbonate  of  soda,  61.  10s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  in  10-cwt. 
casks.  Soda  ash,  48  per  cent.,  caustic  and  carbonated,  4?.  5s.  to 
M.  lis.  6d.,  free  on  rails. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Dearer.  Anchor,  18Z. ;  Liverpool,  161. ; 
spring  shipment,  18Z.  10s. 

Benzols.— Dull  and  lower  ;  90  per  cent,  l$d.  to  fid. ;  and  50  per 
cent.,  8cZ. 

Picric  Acid. — Crystals  in  demand  at  Is.  per  lb. 
Tin  Crystals.— Firm,  and  a  trifle,  higher  figure  now  being 
about  5|d.  per  lb. 

Sulphate  op  Ammonia. — Flat  and  lower. 

Sulphur.— Steady  ;  recovered,  M.  15s.  to  51,  free  on  rails  ;  roll 
brimstone,  61.  3s.  9cZ.  to  61.  5s. ;  and  flowers,  11.  Is.  6d. 

White-powdered  Arsenic. — Dearer ;  17?.  to  111.  10s. 

Green  Copperas.— Good  business  is  passing,  particularly  for 
export,  and  quotations  are  a  shade  higher,  being  39s.  to  41s.  per 
ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  Lancashire  makes.  Welsh  at  present  stands 
unchanged,  but  there  is  only  little  offering. 

Pearl  Hardening.— Moving  briskly ;  Zl.  per  ton  f.o.b. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime. — Finn,  and  somewhat  scarce.  The 
late  advanced  quotations  still  rules. 

Phosphorus— Unchanged  ;  wedges,  Is.  11<Z.  .to  2s. ;  sticks,  2s. 
to  2s.  Id. ;  and  amorphous,  2s.  8hd.  per  lb. 
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Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  October  26. 

Castor  Oil — Good  seconds  Calcutta  are  slightly  easier  owing 
to  the  arrival;;  per  the  ss.  Logician  and  the  ss.  Musician,  and 
~5jid.  might  be  shaded  to  a  trifling  extent.  French,  however, 
manifests  a  firmer  tendency  in  consequence  of  the  disquieting 
reports  from  France.  Sales  of  the  latter,  first-pressure,  have 
been  made  at  2{-fid.  per  lb.,  and  not  much  now  offering  at  the 
price!  second  pressure,  2yi.  Madras  is  more  firmly  held  at 
lid. 

Canary-seed  is  practically  featureless.  Small  sales  con- 
tinue to  be  made  at  28s.  6rf.  to  296.,  and  no  one  expresses  any  view 
as  to  its  future. 

Chillies,  Sierra  Leone. — Further  sales  have  been  made  at 
prices  ranging  from  35s.  to  37s.,  according  to  quality  ;  and  some 
holders  aslc  40s.  for  prime. 

Honeys  continue  to  advance,  Pile  1  Chilian  having  sold  in 
quantity  a.t  25s.  All  the  other  grades  are  firmly  held  for  im- 
proving prices.    This  applies  particularly  to  Californian. 

Gums. — The  stock  of  Soudan  sorts  is  almost  exhausted,  and 
hard  amber  sorts  are  entirely  wanting,  the  last  parcel  having 
been  cleared  from  the  market  at  67s.  6d. 

Turpentine  continues  to  advance,  and  sales  have  been  made 
at  {constantly  rising  prices  during  the  week,  and  now  27s.  9d.  to 
28s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

'  Beeswax  manifests  a  strong  tendency  still,  and  sales  of 
Peruvian  are  reported  at  6?.  12s.  6d.  to  71. ;  while  Gambia 
<W.C.A.)  has  sold  at  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Turmeric,  Madras. — The  recent  arrival  which  was  offered  at 
auction  without  eliciting  any  bids  has  now  been  sold,  but  the 
price  was  not  allowed  to  transpire. 

Spermaceti. — Chilian  is  unchanged  at  Is.  3d.,  at  which 
holders  are  firm. 

Aniseed,  Russian. — Quiet,  at  16s.  to  18s. 

Kola-nuts.— Small  sales  at  2d.  for  good  sound  African. 

Quill  a  [A- bark. — Steady,  |at  18?.  per  ton,  at  which  sales  have 
been  made. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  October  25. 
Our  drug-market  is  quiet,  and  does  not  show  much 
business. 

Aloes,  Cape,  is  firm,  at  52m.  per  100  kilos. 
Anise,  Russian,  is  more  inquired  for,  and  30m.  per  100  kilos,  is 
aow  asked. 

Star- anise  is  very  firm  and  scarce,  at  260  m.  per  100  kilos. 
Balsam  Tolu.— Quiet,  at  300m.  per  100  kilos 
Camphor,  Refined. — Unchanged,  at  255m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cascara  Sagrada  is  firm  and  dearer,  at  46m.  pur  100  kilos. 
Caraway-seed  is  higher,  and  42m.  per  100  kilos,  is  now  wanted 
for  1898  crop. 

Cumin'  is  very  firm,  new  Malta  being  very  scarce  indeed;  52m. 
to  54m.  asked. 

Eboot  op  Rye  has  evinced  a  better  demand ;  the  stocks  here 
are  now  very  small ;  170m.  to  180m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked  to-day. 

Honey  is  firm,  especially  new  Californian  honey,  which  is  scarce 
and  dearer  at  74m.  to  80m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  is  quiet  and  unchanged,  at  265m.  per  kilo. 

Wormsehd. — Firmer,  at  40m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  very  scarce;  Cartagena  firmer,  at  16m.  per 
kilo. 

Spirit  ov  Turpentine  is  very  firm  ;  the  market  has  advanced 
Tapidly,  and  prices  have  risen  in  a  few  days  from  4675111.  to  55m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Oils,  Essential,  are  mostly  unchanged. 

American  Drug= market. 

New  York,  October  18. 
Continued  activity  has  been  the  feature  of  the  drug- 
market  during  the  past  week.  While  the  demand  for  round 
lots  has  not  been  large,  the  movement  into  consuming 
channels  has  been  steady,  and  the  jobbing-trade  has  shown 
marked  improvement.  Values  continue  steady,  and  changes 
generally  are  in  favour  of  the  holders,  especially  in  domestic 
crude  drugs. 

Aloes,  Curacao,  is  in  small  supply,  and  the  market  is  firm,  at 
3e.  to  3jC. 

Aloin,— The.  current  demand  is  light,  and  manufacturers  are 
willing  to  shade  the  current  quotation;  30c.  will  buy. 

AnlSE  Oil  has  declined,  owing  to  sharp  competition,  and 
quotations  are  only  nominal  at  §1.57  to  $1.60. 

Boric  Acid, — Owing  to  spot  scarcity  manufacturers  have 
advanced  prices  £0,  per  lb. ;  10c.  to  10£c.  is  asked  for  crystals,  and 
10^c.  to  10|c.  for  powdered. 

Cascara  Sagrada  continues  active,  and  prices  for  old  bark  are 
advancing;  6c.  has  been  paid  for  two-year-old  bark.    The  spot- 


market  is  almost  bare,  and  quotations  are  very  firm,  at  5ic.  to 
6£c.,  according  to  holder. ; 

Coca-leaves.— The  market  is  easier,  in  view  of  more  favourable 
reports  from  South  America.  The  demand  is  very  light,  and 
prices  as  yet  are  unchanged. 

Ergot. — Spot  stock  is  limited,  and  in  view  of  cable'  advices 
reporting  foreign  markets  advancing,  holders  have  advanced 
quotations  to  18e.  to  20e.  for  Russian.  Spanish  ergot  continues 
steady  at  23c. 

Ipecacuanha  continues  strong,  and  holders  offer  very  sparingly ; 
$2.50  is  the  lowest  quotation  for  prime  Rio.  The  market  is  bare 
of  all  but  the  better  grades. 

Jalap. — Supplies  of  Mexican  are  scarce,  and  the  market  con- 
tinues to  advance  ;  12c.  to  12hc.  is  now  the  general  quotation  for 
fair  quality.  Offerings  below  these  figures  are  of  poor  quality. 
There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  new  arrivals  from  Mexico,  and 
dealers  expect  further  advances  in  the  near  future.  The  latest 
reports  from  Mexico  state  that  none  is  held  there. 

Opium  shows  a  slight  improvement  in  demand,  but  this  is 
wholly  from  the  consuming  trade,  and  quotations  are  barely 
steady  at  $360  for  case  lots. 

Quinine  continues  active  at  unchanged  figures.  (Everything 
seems  favourable  to  an  advance,  and  there  is  some  tendency  in 
the  direction  of  a  speculative  movement  in  this  drug. 

Sarsaparilla  is  offering  sparingly,  in  view  of  scarcity,  and 
holders  are  firm  in  their  ideas ;  8c.  is  now  the  lowest  asked  for 
Mexican. 

Senega-root  is  quiet  at  24ic.  to  25c.  Advices  from  the  West 
report  large  stocks  on  hand. 

Serpentary. — The  spot  stock  is  small  and  closely  concentrated, 
and  prices  have  advanced  rapidly ;  25c.  has  been  paid,  and  holders 
now  ask  25c.  to  30c. 

Valerian. — Belgian  root  has  further  advanced  to  10c.  owing  to 
continued  scarcity. 


Acid,  Citeic. — Quiet  and  unchanged  in  value.  So  also 
tartaric  acid.    They  are  in  better  demand. 

Alcohol. — A  fair  amount  of  contract-business  in  German 
potato-spirit  has  been  put  through  lately  at  unchanged 
rates. 

Camphoe,  Crude. — Firm,  and  with  little  business,  owing 
to  the  extreme  prices  asked.  The  quotations  are  :  Japanese, 
108s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  Chinese,  98s. ;  but  business  re- 
ported in  one  quarter  at  101s.  and  91s.  6d.  respectively.  The 
stock  of  Formosa  camphor  in  Hong-Kong  and  Canton  on 
September  22  was  estimated  at  between  7,000  and  8,000 
piculs. 

Cassia  Lignea. — Canton  advices,  dated  September  22, 
quote  old  standard  in  boxes  at  40s.  6(2.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  per 
steamer ;  and  in  bales,  38s.  6d ,  c.  and  f.,  steamer,  and 
36s.  Qd.  sailer;  new  standard  in  boxes,  43s.  6d,  c.i.f., 
steamer,  and  41s.  steamer,  and  39s.  6*1  sailer. 

Chamomiles  — Cheaper,  but  the  qualities  now  coming 
forward  are  not  the  best.  Belgian  firsts  are  quoted  68s.  per 
cwt.,  and  seconds  62s.  6d. 

Copper  Sulphate. — There  is  no  definite  news  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  combination,  which  is  said  to  be 
likely  to  assume  an  international  character,  and  this  week 
it  is  announced  that  the  leading  English  makers  have  with- 
drawn altogether  from  the  forward  market. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — Firmer.  To-day's  quotations  are 
71s.  to  72s.  per  cwt.  for  Bordeaux  crystals,  75s.  for  95  per 
cent.,  and  80s.  for  98  per  cent.  spot. 

Galls. — Persian  have  been  in  good  demand,  with  a  large 
business  in  blue  and  groen,  at  from  54s.  to  55s.  for  the 
former.  White  are  scarce  and  wanted.  Chinese  are  quiet 
at  56s.  to  57s ,  while  in  Smyrna  galls  no  business  can  be 
done  owing  to  the  extreme1  prices  asked. 

Turkey  galls  to  the  value  iof  24,333Z.  were  exported  from 
Mosul  to  Great  Britain  in 18$7,  as  against  14,000/.  in  1896;  to 
Marseilles,  6,300/.  [1896,  4,800/.];  to  Aleppo  and  Syria,  216/. 
[1896,  400/.]. 

Glucose. — Dearer.  Liquid  H,  on  the  spot,  is  9s.  3d.  to 
9s.  H\d.  per  cwt.,  and,  there  are  sellers  at  8*.,  c.i.f.,  for 
November-December  delivery. 

Golden-seal  Root.; — American  houses  are  unable  to  fill 
orders  at  less  than  2s.  per  lb.;  and  the  price  to-day  is  equal 
to  2s.  l%d.,  c.i.f.,  London,  i 

Hydrastis  Alkaloids. — Owing  to  the  enhanced  value 
of  golden  seal  manufacturers  in  Germany  have  given 
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notice  that  the  price  of  hydras'.ine  hydrochloride  is  now 
45m.  per  100  grammes,  and  hydrastinine  hydrochloride  is 
240m.  per  100  grammes.    These  are  the  prices  in  Germany. 

Indigo. — A  Calcutta  report  estimates  the  total  output  of 
this  season's  manufacture  at  121,000  maunds  (1  maund  = 
32}  lbs.),  against  110,212  maunds  last  year.  In  the  JBangal 
district  maay  factories  closed  with  worse  results  than  had 
been  anticipated,  owing  chielly  to  poor  produce.  From  the 
Government  estimates  it  appears  that  about  the  same  amount 
of  land  in  the  North-west  and  Benares  districts  has  been 
under  cultivation  for  indigo  this  year  as  in  1892,  the  output 
•being  about  30,000  maunds. 

Isinglass. — At  auction  on  Tuesday,  smaller  supplies  were 
offered  and  met  with  more  demand,  Brazil  selling  at  firmer 
prices,  to  2d.  per  lb.  advance.  Bombay  purse  rather  easier, 
'tongue  steady,  but  Karachi  leaf  was  fully  2d.  lower.  The 
•following  were  some  of  the  prices  paid  : — Brazil,  good  to  fine 
lamp,  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d.  per  lb. ;  fair,  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  5d. ;  common  to 
ordinary,  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  2d.  ;  tongue,  brownish,  2s.  9d.  to 
■2s.  lOd. ;  good,  3  s.  3d. ;  small  purse,  Is.  Id. ;  good  honey- 
comb, Is.  Qtd.  to  is.  Qd.  ;  thin,  Is.  2d.  Penang,  good  leaf, 
4s.  2d.  to  4s.  6d. ;  ordinary  thin,  2s.  Qd.  Saigon,  fine  leaf, 
<Ss.  lid.  to  7s.  3d. ;  brownish,  5s.  2d.  Bombay  tongue,  2s.  9d. 
to  Zs.  lid.  Karachi  leaf,  bold  brownish,  3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  lOd.  ; 
and  Chinese,  fair  to  good  round  leaf,  2s.  to  2s.  2d. 

Menthol. — Best  Japanese  crystals  are  quiet,  at  6s.  10;}d. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Mercurials. — The  manufacturers  have  agreed  to  re- 
adjust the  prices,  lowering  them  from  \d.  to  2d.  per  lb  ,  the 
larger  reductions  being  for  the  smaller  quantities,  making  the 
■quotations  as  follows  : — 


Under 
1  cwt. 

1  to  5 

cwt. 

5  to  10 
cwt. 

10  cwt.  and 
more 

s.  d. 

s  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

■Calomel  

2  7 

2  6i 

2  6 

2  5k 

Corrosive  sub.  ... 

2  3 

2  3k 

2  2 

2  Ik 

.Red  precipitate  ... 

2  11 

2  10i 

2  10 

2  94 

White  precipitate 

3  0 

2  in 

2  11 

2  lOi 

Mercury  with  chalk 

0  9 

0  9k 

0  10 

0  lOi 

These  prices  will 
November  1. 

not  come 

into  force  until  Tuesday  next, 

Oil,  Cloves. — It  is  not  possible  to  buy  genuine  English- 
distilled  oil  less  than  3s.  3d.  per  lb  now  in  quantity. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  40  per  cent,  is  reported  to 
■Slave  been  sold  at  5s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  is  dearer,  spot  pipes  being  17s  6d. ; 
landed,  17s.  9d.  ;  and  barrels,  18s.  per  cwt.  Rape  firm,  at 
22*.  to  22s.  3d.,  spot;  refined,  23s.  Qd. ;  and  Ravison,  19s  6i. 
Cotton  steady,  at  15s.  to  16s.  in  ordinary  casks.  Cocoanut, 
Ceylon,  24s.  Qd.  in  pipes.  Cochin,  28s.  spot.  Palm,  fine 
Lagos,  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Quiet,  with  small  sales  of  Persian  of  manufactur- 
ing descriptions  at  lis.  to  lis.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  ;  fine 
is  without  demand,  at  lis.  9d.    Turkey,  quiet. 

Constantinople,  October  21. — The  position  of  this  article  is 
•  comparatively  quiet,  the  only  sale  being  five  cases  Baloukissar  at 
the  parity  of  10s.  4d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Notwithstanding  the  absence 
-of  demand,  holders  are  steady,  and  do  not  evince  much  anxiety  to 
sell.  Advices  from  the  interior  state  that  the  rainfall  has  been 
general,  but  far  from  sufficient  as  yet.  The  recent  rains  were 
.followed  by  rather  warm  weather,  which  quickly  dried  up  the 
ground. 

Phenazone. — Makers  are  reluctant  to  book  ahead  or  to 
enter  into  large  contracts  at  the  present  rate  of  7s.  per  lb. 

:  Phosphorus. — The  phosphorus  "ring"  in  Berlin  has 
broken,  and  manufacturers  there  are  now  offering  at  cheaper 
orates — viz,  from  350m.  to  375m.  per  case  for  sticks,  and 
•470m.  to  495m.  per  100  kilos.,  according  to  quality,  for 
amorphous,  f.o.b.  Hamburg. 

Pilocarpine. — Although  nitrate  is  still  quoted  at  Is.  4i. 
per  gramme  large  quantities  are  obtainable  for  25>\  per  oz. 

Potash  Chloratk — The  spot-price  is  unchanged,  at 
■3|<i.  per  lb.  for  crystals,  and  4^.  for  powder.  Manufacturers 
have  now  sold  out  most  of  their  production  for  the  balance 
.•of  this  year,  and  the  market  is  now  largely  held  by  re-sellers, 
who  have  been  quoting  4:i!.  to  <\\d.  par  lb  ,  bat  the  announce- 


ment that  the  syndicate  has  fixed  next  year's  prices  at 
3§c?.  per  lb.  for  crystals  and  3r^d.  for  powdered  for  a  limited 
quantity  has  served  to  check  the  anticipated  further  advance 
on  near  deliveries. 

Potash  Cyanide. — For  next  (year's  delivery  99-per-cent 
white  cake  is  quoted  lid.  per  lb. 

Potashes. — Montreal  potashes  are  quoted  at  23s.  per  cwt., 
spot ;  and  pearlashes  33s. 

Potash  Permanganate. — The  keen  competition  con- 
tinues, but  47s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  is  the  general  quotation. 

Qoinine. — Steady,  purely  consumptive  business  in  German 
sulphate  being  done  at  IQd.  per  oz. 

Saccharin. — A  fresh  competitor  has  come  into  the 
English  market,  and  the  Saccharin  Corporation  announce 
that  they  will  stand  by  their  rights.  Meanwhile,  the  com- 
petition is  affecting  prices.  Announcements  by  both  parties 
appear  in  this  issue — one  amongst  the  white-paper  adver- 
tisements, and  the  other  in  the  coloured  Supplement. 

Salicin. — A  firm  market,  at  10s.  per  lb.  in  cwt.  lots. 

Seeds. — Anise  is  steady,  with  sales  of  good  new-crop 
Russian  at  19s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  Caraways  rather 
easier  at  2  Is.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Coriander  dearer,  with  business 
at  7s.  per  cwt.  for  old-crop  Morocco.  Cumin  firm  at  our 
last  quotations.  Canary  continues  in  request  for  medium 
qualities,  but  prices  are  unchanged.  Fenugreek  is  again 
dearer :  8s.  Qd.  has  been  paid,  and  9s.  per  cwt.  is  now  the 
price.  Linseed  steady,  with  a  fair  demand  ;  bold  Morocco 
has  sold  at  44s.  per  quarter. 

Shellac. — A  dull  week.  Quotations  unchanged.  Busi- 
ness done  includes  TN  orange  at  65».  to  66s.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot.  For  arrivals  there  are  sellers  for  December  delivery  at 
68s.  Qd.  and  buyers  at  67s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — Very  little  speculative  business  has  been  done 
this  week,  and  there  is  not  much  change  in  prices  to  report, 
except  that  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  lower.  At  the  public  sales 
on  Wednesday  all  the  parcels  of  Cochin  Ginger  offered  were 
bought  -in,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  lots  of  damaged, 
there  being  no  demand.  Jamaica  sold  better  :  con, mon  to 
middling,  at  65s.  to  72s.  ;  and  good  fair,  washed,  at  76s.  to 
80s.  per  cwt.  Pimento  again  dearer,  part  selling  at  Q\d.  per 
lb.  for  fair,  and  4|d.  per  lb.  for  fine  clean.  Nutmegs  quiet. 
Mace  steady :  fair  pale  sold  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  ;  and  good,  bold, 
pale,  mixed  red,  at  2s.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  Zanzibar  Cloves  lower  ; 
none  offered  at  auction,  but,  privately,  January-March 
delivery  has  been  done  at  3paT.  per  lb.  Stems  were  partly 
sold  at  2d.  per  lb.  Penang  Cloves  sold  at  4|^.  for  unpicked,  at 
Id.  for  ordinary  picked,  and  at  3\d.  per  lb.  for  good  picked. 
Zanzibar  Chillies  were  bought  in  at  37s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  for 
stalky  to  fair  red.  Cassia-chips  sold  at  43s.  per  cwt , 
"  subject."  and  Cinnamon-chips  at  4j(/.  Broken  Cassia  partly 
sold  at  32s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  common.  Good  to  fine  white 
Singapore  Pepper  sold  at  3d.  to  9d.  per  lb.,  and  siftings  at 
l\d.  to  l\d.  per  lb.  ;  Penang  steady  at  l^.d.  per  lb.  for 
October-December  shipment;  Singapore  black  quiet,  the 
quotation  for  October-Decemoer  steamer  remaining  at  4§<2. 
per  lb. 

Spirit,  Methylated,  is  quoted  at  2s.  Id.  per  gallon  for 
next  year,  or  2<  for  present  delivery. 

Star- anise  —Chinese  advices,  dated  Septemb3r22,  report 
no  stocks  in  Canton  and  Hong-Kong. 

Sulphonal. — A  small  business  continues  to  be  done  at 
the  official  figure  of  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  There  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  second-hand  lots  selling  below  this  figure. 

TragacANTH. — A  fair  business  has  been  done,  chiefly  in 
thirds  and  fourths,  at  advanced  prices.  Seconds  have  also 
been  placed  at  9/.  10s.  per  cwt.  Steady  sales  have  also  been 
made  in  the  lower  qualities  of  hog-gum,  but  the  better  grades 
are  neglected.  For  mixed  dark  hog-gum  35s.  per  cwt.  was 
paid  in  auction. 

Turmeric. — Privately  business  is  quiet,  with  sellers  of 
Bengal  at  19s.  and  Cochin  split  bulbs  at  10s.  6a!.  per  cwt. 

Turpentine — Dearer.  American  water-white,  on  the 
spot,  is  now  26s.  9d.  to  27s.,  and  November-December 
delivery  27s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Paraffin. — Refined  is  quoted  at  from  l^d.  to  3^d. 
and  crude  at  l^d.  to  If  d.  per  lb. 
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Drug=auctions  in  London. 

There  were  17  catalogues  in  to-day's  sales,  and  the  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  goods  offered  and  sold  publicly  : — 


Agar  Agar  

Aloes  (Curacao)  ... 

Socotrine   

Ambergris  

Aniseed  

Annatto  

Antimony  

Areca-nuts   

Asafetida   

Bael-fruit  

Balsam  copaiba  ... 

Peru  

Benzoin  

Buchu   

Calumba   

Camphor   

Cardamoms  

Cascara  Sagrada... 

Cascarilla  

Cassia  fistula  

Castorum   

Cinchona   

Cocculus  indicus ... 

Colocynth  

Coriander-seed  

Croton-seed  

Cubebs   

Cumin-seed   

Cuscus   

Cuttlefish-bone  ... 

Damiana   

Dill-seed   

Dragon's-blood  ... 

Ergot  of  rye  

Galangal   

Galls   

Gamboge   

Gentian  

Guarana   

Gum  ammoniacum 

arabic  

olibanum   

opoponax   

Sandarac   

tragacanth   

Honey   

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.] 


Offered 
■  1  ... 
180  ... 

63  ... 

5  ... 
29  ... 
26  ... 
40  ... 

1  ... 
85  ... 

2  ... 
43  ... 

4  ... 
218  ... 

32  ... 
3C6  ... 

6  ... 
294  ... 
100  ... 

46  ... 

64  ... 

1  ... 
99  ... 

2  ... 
22  ... 
25  ... 

33  ... 
141  ... 

11  ... 
13  ... 
40  ... 

5  ... 

100  ... 

7  ... 
15  ... 
10  ... 

4  ... 
58  ... 
20  ... 

6  ... 
15  ... 

47  ... 

5  ... 

5  ... 

6  ... 
4  ... 

101  ... 
i     5  ... 


Sold  Offered 

1  I  Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  43  .. 

124   I  Jalap   17  .. 

20   ;  Kamala   14  .. 

4      Kino    5  .. 

0     Kola-nuts   16  .. 

0  Lavender  flowers...  14  .. 

11  roots    1  .. 

0      Limes   2  .. 

0      Lime-juice    3  .. 

0  Musk   13  .. 

7  :  Myrrh    80  .. 

1  Nux  vomica   136  .. 

60      Oil,  camphor   100  .. 

8  cassia    30  .. 

0         cedarwood   5  .. 

6         cajuput   10  .. 

215         cinnamon    8  .. 

0         citronella    18  .. 

12  cod-liver    25  .. 

0         eucalyptus   6  ., 

0         geranium    2  .. 

52         lemon   5  .. 

2  lemongrass    25  .. 

0        lime   14  .. 

0         peppermint    4  .. 

0  rose  (Bombay)...  5  ., 

0         sassafras    5  . 

0         spearmint   2  . 

0         star-anise    51  . 

0         wintergreen   1  . 

0      Orange-peel   25  . 

0  Orris-root   12  . 

1  !  Patchouli  leaves  ...  30  . 

6    i  Rhubarb    145  . 

0   1  Sarsaparilla   114  . 

0    !  Senna   506  . 

34   ;  Squills    48  . 

0    i  Soy    85  . 

0    !  Tamarinds    20  . 

14    .  Tenkaha  bark    10  . 

0      Tonka-beans   29  . 

0    I  Turmeric    30  . 

0    1  Vanilla    230  . 

0    !  Vermilion   25  . 

4  Wax  (bees')    420  . 

62    I      Carnauba   5  . 

5  I     Japan   90  . 


Sold 
11 

,  0 

,  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  4 

.  5 

.  32 

.  100 

.  20 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  20 

.  0 

.  1 

.  12 

.  0 

.  28 

.  25 

.  467 

.  6 

.  0 

..  9 

.  0 

..  2 

..  0 

..  198 

..  1 

..  69 

,.  0 

..  10 


Agae-Agae. — A  badly  sea-damaged  bale  of  Japanese  sold 
without  reserve,  at  Hd.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — No  Cape  on  offer.  New  Curacao  has  come 
forward,  and  included  a  small  parcel  of  well-matured  rich 
liver-coloured  aloes,  which  sold  at  34s.  to  35s.  per  cwt.,  with 
good  competition  ;  and  secotds  ditto  at  30s.  to  32s.  Over- 
heated black  and  dull  sold  at  20s  to  21s.  6^.,  and  also  rough 
and  dark  capey  stuff  realised  from  14s.  6d.  to  16s.  per  cwt. 
For  very  pale  livery  aloes  in  another  catalogue  a  bid  of  20s  , 
was  refused,  30s.  being  wanted. 

Aloes,  Socotrine.— Ordinary  pasty  brown  has  been  sold 
privately,  and  for  a  similar  parcel  in  auction  a  bid  of  70s. 
per  cwt.  was  refused,  75s.  being  the  price. 

Ambebgris. — Although  this  article  is  scarce,  good  business 
has  been  passing  privately,  and  fine  grey,  of  full  flavour,  has 
sold  at  95s.  per  oz.  Although  several  lots  were  offered  in 
auction,  the  weight  was  low.  In  auction  the  following  prices 
were  obtained  : — Dark,  but  fine  flavour,  85s.  (privately)  ;  fair 
grey,  part  flaky,  70s.  to  73s. ;  musty  grey,  47s. ;  and  dark  low 
stuff,  12s.  per  oz. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  sold  at  221.  10s.  per  ton  in 
auction,  and  a  4-cwt.  cask  of  English  regulus  antimony  at 
34Z.  per  ton. 

Asafetida. — Samples  recently  shown  by  Messrs.  G.  N. 
Souratty  &  Co.  were  transferred  this  week  to  Messrs.  Hale 
&  Son,  who  offered  on  account  of  the  late  Mr.  Christey's 
estate.  The  old  limits  were  placed  upon  the  parcel  in 
auction. 


Bael  Fbuit. — It  was  pulpless  shells  that  were  offered, 
and  nobody  would  buy  at  \d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — A  bid  of  Is  3d.  per  lb.  for  unfilteredr 
Bahia  was  declined.  Cartagena  unfiltered  sold  at  Is.  3d,  and 
filtered  ditto  at  Is.  Id  :  Maranham,  good  unfiltered  sold 
at  Is.  8^d.    Maracaibo  did  not  sell. 

Balsam  Peru. — A  case  containing  two  tins  of  40  lbs. 
each  of  good  clear,  full  flavour,  sold  at  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  The 
remainder  of  the  parcel  was  limited  at  this  figure. 

Benzoin. — To-day's  offerings  included  some  exceptionally 
good  Siam  gum  in  large  almonds,  warehouse-picked  for  the 
Russian  market;  also  a  lot  of  the  old-fashioned  blocky  Siam 
of  good  appearance  and  fair  flavour.  There  was  also  a  lot 
of  Sumatra  gum,  with  the  fu  1  storax  flavour  so  rarely 
exhibited  by  the  Crutched  Fii  rs  offerings  Higher  prices 
were  obtained  in  auction,  an  •  ;he  competition  was  brisk. 
The  parcel  of  storax- seen te<:  Sumatra  referred  to  realised 
10/.  10s.  to  10Z.  12s.  Gd. ;  fair  seconds,  small  to  medium  pale 
almonds,  aroma,  partly  false- packed,  sold  at  6/.  12s.  6d. ; 
ordinary  seconds,  small  palish  almonds,  rather  false  packed, 
51. 10s.  The  fine  bold  pale  detached  almonds,  Siam,  mentioned 
above,  sold  at  2.01.  10s.  to  201.  15s.  Another  lot  sold  at- 
191.  5s.  to  201.  5s. ;  seconds  ditto,  part  drossy,  was  limited  at 
151.  10s.  Pea-size  drop,  detached,  sold  at  81.  15s. ;  seedy 
sif tings,  60s.  and  70s.,  and  dark  garblings  at  46s.  per  cwt., 
subject  Some  low  dark  Palembang  sold  without  reserve  at 
22s.  to  23s.  per  cwt. 

During  1897  Penang  exported  1,231  piculs  of  benzoin  to  Great 
Britain,  and  12  piculs  to  other  European  countries. 

Buchu. — Easier.  Good  bright  round  green  leaves  of. 
medium  size  sold  at  5d.  per  lb.,  and  ditto  part  stalky  and 
yellow  at  3\d. 

Camphor. — For  refined  Japanese  in  1-oz.  tabs  in  1-lb. 
boxes,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  was  paid. 

Cardamoms.— The  prices  in  auction  were  2d.  to  3d.  higher 
than  last  sale,  and  (sellers  were  firm,  jrefusing  to  sell  many 
parcels  even  at  that  advance.  The  following  prices  were 
obtained  : — Ceylon-Mysores,  bold  pale,  round,  3s  3d.  per  lb. ; 
medium  ditto,  3s.  4a!. ;  part  split,  2s.  10tl. ;  small  to  medium  pale 
round,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  lOd. ;  pale  medium  to  bold  longs,  3s.  4i. ; 
brown  medium  longs,  2s.  6«'.  to  2s.  Id. ;  ditto,  seconds,  2s.  3d. 
to  2s.  4d. ;  smalUditto,  Is.  lOd.  Ceylon-Malabars,  medium  to 
bold  brown,  part  split,  2s  to  2s.  Id. ;  fine  sound  held  for  3s. ; 
small  to  medium  ditto,  Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  lid.  The  greater  part 
of  the  pile,  a  nice,  full-seeded  and  pinky  fruit,  was  held  for 
2s.  4*2.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  On  the  other  hand,  a  poor  and  dark 
lot  sold  at  lid.  Seeds  cheaper  ;  brown,  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  Id.  j 
grey,  3s.  Id.  to  3s.  2d. 

The  Custom  House  authorities  notify  an  error  in  the  cardamom 
imports  of  last  week.  One  lot  recorded  at  857  packages  should- 
have  been  20  packages,  so  that  232  packages,  and  not  1,069  (a* 
printed  on  page  684),  were  the  total  arrivals  from  September  24> 
to  October  16. 

For  the  week  ending  October  4,  9,556  lbs.  of  cardamoms  were 
exported  from  Ceylon,  2,094  lbs.  of  which  came  to  London.  Tho 
total  shipments  from  January  1  to  October  4  were: — 

1898  1897  1896  1895 

Lbs.    377,191         377,020        253;698  261,755 

Cascara  Sagrada. — New  bark  has  been  sold  this  week 
at  25s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot-c.i.f.  price,  24s.  For  old,  30s. 
per  cwt.  spot  is  wanted  in  one  quarter,  but  there  have  been 
sales  at  25s ,  c.i.f.  Little  business  is  passing,  however,  for 
consumers  still  have  fair  stocks.  A  quantity  of  1898  spring 
import  of  last  year's  thin  young  bark  was  offered  iD 
auction  and  limited  at  25s. 

Cascarilla.— For  this  somewhat  scarce  drag  47s.  to  48s. 
per  cwt.  was  paid  to-day  for  bold  silvery  quill,  part  small ; 
for  papery,  33s.  was  bid  and  refused.    Sittings  sold  at  26s. 

Cassia  Fistula. — The  sale  in  auction  was  on  behalf  o5 
the  dock  Companies ;  a  wormy  lot  of  fruit  being  knocked 
down  without  reserve  at  Is.  Gd.  to  Is.  9d.  per  cwt.  Poor 
dock  Companies  I 

Cinchona. — Good  Huanocos  and  Guayaquil  crown  arid  rusty 
red  barks  were  the  principal  offerings  to-day.  The  following 
Wire  the  prices  realised  : — Medium  to  bold  Huanoco  bib! 
was  limited  atld.,  oneserorj  of  water-damaged  selling  at  quill 
Q\d.,  small  dark  Guayaquil  Loxa  was  bought  in  at  Is.  * 
Guayquil  crown  thin  quill  realised  Id.,  3d.,  and  10'i  ;  damages- 
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were  limited  at  bd,  and  6d.  for  unbroken  ditto,  4Jrf.  was 
refused.  Of  red  raik  46  packages  offered,  and  mostly  sold 
*>t  3s.  for  bold  open  quill  of  good  colour  ;  ditto  not  so  good, 
2*.  Id.,  2s.  3d. ;  chips  Q\d.,  and  rusty  quill  3^d.  per  lb. 

The  shipments  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  October  4  were 
as  follows  : — 

1898  1897  1896  1895 

Lbs.     724,536  59S,:46  881,743  803,834 

Cocculus  Indicus. — A  sale  was  effected  publicly  to-day, 
2  bags  of  fair  quality  from  Cochin  going  at  9s.  per  cwt. 

Colocynth. — Privately  importers  are  asking  from  lOd.  to 
lid.  for  Turkey  apple,  but  there  is  very  little  demand. 

Cboton-SEEds. — The  Japanese  described  in  our  last  issue 
was  limited  at  82s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  and  85s.  is  wanted  for  good 
bright  Ceylon. 

Dill-seed. — Clean  East  Indian  was  bought  in  at  12s 
in  auction.    Part  of  a  parcel  offered  had  been  sold  privately. 

Dbagon's-blood. — Reed  resin  of  fair  colour  sold  at  10Z., 
and  51.  10s.  was  refused  for  dark  seedy  lump. 

Ebgot.— A  fair  volume  of  business  has  been  done  since 
our  last,  and  as  no  new  ergot  is  coming  forward  either  from 
Russia  or  Spain,  old  stock  of  both  kinds  is  being  rapidly 
realised  at  advanced  rates.  We  hear  of  sales  of  sound 
Russian  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb,  spot  (without  discount),  and 
weevily  at  Is.  For  Spanish  of  the  latter  character  Is.  3d. 
was  paid.  A  parcel  of  Russian  was  catalogued,  but  before 
the  samples  could  be  shown  publicly  it  was  sold  at  Is. 
As  far  as  can  be  judged  at  present,  distributors  are  buying 
well  ahead,  and  future  transactions  are  likely  to  be  of  a 
second-hand  nature,  therefore  at  enhanced  prices,  so  that 
ergot  preparations  will  be  much  dearer  until  next  summer. 
We  understand  that  purchases  have  been  made  for  Spain, 
which  indicates  what  the  crop  there  must  be.  To-day  we 
have  seen  a  sample  of  this  season's  Russian.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly small,  but  of  good  odour,  and  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  is  wanted 
for  it,  but  a  bid  of  less  would,  no  doubt,  be  accepted. 

Gamboge. — Cheaper.  A  string  of  good  blocky  pipe,  of 
bright  orange  fracture,  sold  at  11.  6s.  to  11.  2s.  6d.,  and  dull 
blocky  ditto,  poor  fracture,  at  51.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Gentian. — Continental  advices  report  that  offers  are 
abundant,  Spanish  and  Levant  roots  now  competing  greatly 
with  the  French,  which  in  former  years  was  practically  the 
only  kind  obtainable.  The  latter  is  quoted  in  Marseilles  at 
38m.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  the  fcrmer  at  32m.  to  34m., 
and  in  appearance  they  are  difficult  to  distinguish  from  the 
French  root. 

Gum  AmmoniACUM.  —  More  demand  was  evinced  at 
auction  to-day,  fine  blocky  white  tear  selling  at  40s.,  and 
ditto,  part  seedy,  at  29s.  to  30s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — In  Trieste  gums  good  business  is  passing, 
fine  picked  firsts,  of  fair  colour,  selling  at  151.  5s.  per  cwt., 
and  pea-grain  at  4Z.  to  61.,  according  to  colour.  Private 
business  has  also  been  done  in  insoluble  Persian  sorts  at 
21s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  and  blocky  has  also  realised  full  prices. 
Fine  white  Trieste  picked  was  limited  in  auction  at  61.  15s. 
per  cwt,  but  there  was  no  demand  for  any  sort. 

Honey. — Jamaica  sold  at  full  rates,  with  good  competi- 
tion, set  white  at  20s.  to  22s. ;  good  dark  clear,  fair  flavour, 
20s.  6d.  to  21s. ;  clear  unfiltered,  18s.  to  20s. ;  and  ditto,  part 
set,  at  19s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  auctions  opened  at  somewhat  easier 
rates  for  Rio,  from  9s.  5d.  to  9s.  9d.  being  obtained  for 
sandy  root,  rather  wiry  and  part  stemmy ;  10s.  Id.  was 
obtained  for  good  stout  well-annulated  :and  later  on  a 
second  string  was  bought  in,  10s.  Id.  to  10s.  3d.  being 
mentioned  as  the  prices  for  the  better  qualities  of  picked 
root.  Cartagena,  on  the  other  hand,  sold  at  full  value, 
7s.  2d.  being  obtained  for  a  small  dusty  root. 

Jalap.— No  business  was  done  publicly.  Id.  being  the 
figure  for  mixed  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico.  Cables  from  New 
York  early  in  the  week  mentioned  6|<2.  per  lb.  as  the  price 
there — equal  to  l\d.  in  London  ;  but  good  Vera  Cruz  root  is 
to  be  had  at  6\d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Kola. — No  business  could  be  cone  publicly. 

The  exports  from  Shiloango  and  Lukula,  Congo  Free  State, 
during  March,  April,  and  May,  1898,  amounted  to  i,3ll  kilos. 
(2,884  lbs.). 


Lavender- i'Lowebs. — For  a  parcel  of  rice  Fiecch_flovfer3 
8s.  per  cwt  was  bid  and  refused,  the  limit  beirg  20s. 

Lime-juice. — A  hogshead  of  concentrated,  certified  to 
contain  8190  cz.  commercial  crystallised  citric  acid  per 
gallon,  scld  at  12/.  per  108  gallons,  subject  to  approval.  For 
West  Indian  lime-juice  9d.  per  gallon  was  bid  and  refused. 
At  the  drysalticg-auctioES  11  puncheensof  West  Indian  sold 
without  xeseive  at  H\d.  per  gallon. 

Musk. — Four  tins  of  Tonquin  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
29s.  6d.  per  oz.  It  was  a  small  to  medium  thin  grey  inner 
skin,  and  brown  outer  skin,  damp  and  poor. 

Myreii.— The  only  sale  was  of  Aden  pea  siftiDgs,  which 
fetched  40s.  per  cwt. 

Nux  Vomica — A  fresh  arrival  of  bright  brown  East 
Indian  seed  realised  9s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  bold  silvery  grey 
8s.  3d.  was  paid,  and  7s.  6d.  for  medium  ditto. 

Oil,  Cajuput.— Privately  sales  are  reported  of  single- 
case  lots,  at  3s.  6d.  per  bottle. 

Oil,  Camphor. — The  offering  to-day  consisted  of  white 
Japanese  refined,  free  from  saffrol,  for  which  16s.  was  paid. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Ihe  stock  in  Hong-Kong,  Canton,  and 
Macao  on  September  22  were  200  piculs. 

Oil,  Citronella.— No  sales  in  auction. 

The  shipments  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  October  4  were- 
as  follows 

1898  1897  1896  1895 

Lbs.  1,174,205  873,853  885,762  855,722 

From  the  belated  official  report  of  the  Ceylon  Customs  for_1897 
we  learn  that  the  total  shipments  of  citronella  oil  last  year  .were 
18,853,637  oz.,  valued  at  921,983r.  These  figures  show  a  great 
fallmg-off  in  value,  the  amount  exported  in  1896  being  worth 
l,255,460r.  The  larger  portion  of  this  oil  in  1897  was  shipped  to 
Great  Britain.  In  1892,  when  the  shipments  were  13,512,626  oz., 
the  estimated  area  of  citronella-grass  under  cultivation  was  about 
20,000  acres  ;  but  the  area  now  under  cultivation  must  have  been.- 
extended.    We  hope  to  return  to  this  subject  in  our  next. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Higher  prices  are  talked  of,  but  in  view 
of  the  small  transactions,  the  comparatively  heavy  stocks, 
and  the  weak  position  in  Bergen,  it  is  too  soon  to  predicate. 
In  auction  a  parcel  of  highly-llavoured  oil  imported  in  Der 
cember,  1896,  was  bought  in  at  85s.  per  barrel,  a  burlesque 
offer  of  60s.  being  refused  for  it. 

Bergen,  October  22. — Little  business  lias  been  done  on  our 
market  during  the  past  week,  and,  contrary  to  all  expectations  in 
Bergen,  the  market  is  rather  weaker,  best  Lofoten  non-congealing- 
medicinal  oil  being  now  quoted  at  75s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  terms.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  have  been  6,748  barrels,  against 
8,507  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus — "  Platypus"  brand,  containing  55  per 
cent,  eucalyptol,  the  only  kind  offered,  was  limited  at  2s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Oil,  Limes. — Some  fine  hand-pressed  oil  sold  at  5s.  3d. 
per  lb. ;  for  ordinary  white  distilled  2s.  IQd.  was  refused, 
3s.  Ihd.  being  the  limit.  The  Customs  authorities  made  a 
mistake  in  the  arrivals  as  noted  last  week ;  only  32  packages 
of  oil  were  received,  the  rest  being  the  fruit. 

Oil,  Star- anise. — Business  is  quite  unimportant,  although 
there  have  been  several  inquiries.  Values  on  the  spot  remain 
at  from  6s.  4-J<Z.  to  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  Much  of  the  oil  offered  in 
auction  was  of  doubtful  quality,  having,  when  shaken,  the 
bloom  peculiar  to  petroleum.  The  broker  who  sold  his- 
string  of  oil  guaranteed  its  genuineness,  stating  it  had  been 
analysed,  and  that  it  came  from  Canton.  It  sold  at  6s.  Id. 
to  6s.  2d.,  or  about  3d.  below  the  market  rate.  For  another 
parcel  5s.  was  bid  and  refused. 

Orange-peel. — Fair  bright  Maltese  strip  sold  at  Qd: 
per  lb. 

Orris. — Bright  Mogador  realised  15s.  per  cwt.  No 
Florentine  or  Verona  root  offered. 

Patchouli-leaves. — A  parcel  of  poorish  mouldy  leave3 
of  old  import  was  limited  at  3±d.  per  lb. 

Rhubabb.— Slow  of  sale — in  fact,  the  most  refined 
coaxing  could  not  bring  on  buyers.  Medium  to  bold  Canton, 
fair  fracture,  round,  sold  at  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  ;  for 
some  with  firm  fracture  Is.  2d.  was  refused,  Is.  3d.  would 
buy ;  round  and  flat  fair  fracture  sold  at  lid.  Shensi,  good 
druggists'  trimming,  compact,  good  fracture,  was  limited  aS 
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2s.  9/1.  and  2s.  lOd. ;  flat,  mixed  sizes,  and  wormy,  sold  at 
10(1. ;  flat,  fair  medium  high-dried,  good  fracture,  sold  at 
lOd.  to  lid. ;  rough-coated  round,  half-good  fracture,  sold 
at  6d.  and  Id. 

Sarsaparilla. — Unchanged.  The  finest  lots  of  genuine 
.grey  Jamaica  root  were  held  for  Is.  8d.  per  lb. ;  Is.  Id.  was 
paid  for  fair  clean  fibrous  ;  and  Is.  6d.  for  first  and  second 
class  damages  ;  fire  and  water  damaged  root  sold  at  from 
10±d..  9J«Z.,  8d ,  6d.,  and  5hd.  per  lb.  For  bold  Guayaquil 
lid.  was  paid ;  and  9d.  for  grease-damaged.  Lima-Jamaica 
was  limited  at  Is.  2d. ;  and  the  only  lot  of  native  red 
Jamaica  offered  brought  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Senna. — Large  offerings  of  Tinnevelly  again  came  forward 
to-day,  and  it  was  noticeable  that  of  the  finer  qualities  there 
was  somewhat  less,  but  several  bales  were  exceptionally  good 
as  to  size  and  colour,  and  these  sold  at  5d.  to  5^d.  per  lb. 
with  good  competition.  Some  bold  seconds  sold  at  4<Z.  to 
4hd. ;  for  good  medium  leaf,  part  dull,  3d.  was  paid,  and 
small  to  medium  2\d.,  and  other  manufacturing  sorts  from 
that  down  to  2d.  per  lb.,  a  fair  proportion  of  the  latter  being 
spotty  and  damaged.    Pods  sold  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Squills. — Soft  brown  was  sold  at  Id.  to  l\d.  per  lb. 

Tamarinds. — About  6d.  dearer,  fair  rather  dry  Antigua 
realising  9s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  for  dull  pasty  8s.  6d.  was  bid — 
another  6d.  would  have  bought  them. 

Tenekaha  Bark. — Ten  tons  of  this  tanning  bark  from 
Auckland  was  bought  in  at  251.  per  ton. 

Tonka  Beans. — Fine  frosted  Para  sold  at  2s.  per  lb.,  and 
for  part  foxy  Is.  was  bid  and  refused.  For  good  soft 
Angostura  an  invitation  to  bid  3s.  Id.  was  not  responded  to. 

Vanilla. — Reports  to  hand  this  week  from  Bordeaux 
intimate  that  some  important  transactions  have  been  put 
through  daring  the  last  three  weeks,  and  that  stocks  of 
good  quality  have  been  reduced.  This  briskness  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  present  low  prices  and  the 
good  consumptive  demand.  Slightly  dearer  prices  were  paid 
to-day,  and  practically  everything  was  sold.  The  following 
were  some  of  the  prices  paid : — For  brown  poor  Tahiti, 

4  to  inches,  6s.  6d.  was  bid  and  refused,  8s.  being  required. 
Madagascar  sold  well,  with  fair  competition,  at  22s.  for  good 
■chocolate,  5|  to  7  inches ;  6  to  7  inches,  21s. ;  6  inches, 
20s.  6d. ;  4  to  5h  inches,  18s.  to  20s. ;  mixed  sizes,  19s.  to 
19s.  6d, ;  5|  to  6  inches,  17s.  to  18s. :  3  to  4  inches,  4  to 

5  inches,  16s.  6^. ;  and  3  to  4  inches,  15s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Bourbon,  6  to  6^  inches.  24s. ;  5^  to  6  inches,  23s. ;  4  to 
5^  inches,  21s.  to  23s  :  7  to  8|  inches,  21s.  6d.  to  22s.  6d. 
Seychelles  sold  with  keen  competition  at  20s.  6d  for 
5  to  6|  inches;  6|  to  7  inches,  22s.  6d.  to  23;.;  4£  to 

inches,  20s. ;  5k  to  7|  inches,  19s.  Qd.  ■  5  to  6^  inches, 
14s. ;  and  mixed  sizes,  13s.  to  14s.  per  lb. 

Vermilion. — One  lot  of  Chinese  sold  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb., 
and  for  another  lot  2s.  3d.  was  wanted. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Generally  unchanged,  but  decidedly  firm, 
■and  Jamaica  dearer.  The  following  prices  were  realised : — 
Australian  sorts,  61.  2s.  6d.  For  fair  mixed  Californian  a 
bid  of  6/.  12s.  6d.  is  to  be  submitted.  Fair  yellow  East 
Indian,  51.  5s.  Doubtful  yellow  French,  31.  10s.  Good  hard 
fair-coloured  Jamaica,  6/.  10s.  to  61.  12s.  6d.,  and  the  best  at 
6/.  15s.  Madagascar,  brownish,  51.  12s.  6d. ;  slightly  wormy 
■ditto,  51.  Mozambique  pipe,  61.  Good  yellow  Spanish, 
Gl.  15s.    For  dark  brown  Zanzibar  51.  was  refused. 

Wax,  Japan. — Good  pale  squares  sold  at  32s.  6(2. 


The  exports  of  Japanese  crude  antimony  from  the  ports  of 
Hiogo  and  Osaka  during  1897  were  1,553  tons  (27,177/.),  as 
compared  with  617  tons  (9,0792.)  in  1896. 

The  following  drugs  and  chemicals  were  exported  to  the 
ports  of  Hiogo  and  Osaka  during  1896-7,  the  figures  in 
■brackets  being  those  for  1896 : — Alcohol,  997  tons,  valued  at 
14,738/.  [760  tons,  11,030/.]  ;  amorphous  phosphorus,  197,897 
lbs.,  25.209Z.  [122,312  lbs.,  15,324/.];  chlorate  of  potash, 
2.857,093  lbs  .  43,759/.  [2,468,413,  42,137/.];  salicylic  acid, 
129,202  lbs.,  10,687/.  [102,108  lbs.,  11,974/.] ;  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  917  tons,  5,875/.  [1,127  tons,  6,971/.] ;  caustic  soda, 
1,771  tons,  10,775/. ;  vermilion,  56,678  lbs.,  5,454/. ;  and  sundry 
drugs  and  chemicals,  99,685/.  [142,460/.]. 


domino  Events. 

We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Monday,  October  31. 

Brewers'  and  Mineral-water Manufacturers'  Twentieth  Annual 
Exhibition  and  Market  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  London  N 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street', 
Dublin,  at  8.15  p.m.  Annual  meeting  for  the  opening  of  the' 
Society's  schools  and  presentation  of  medals.  Professor  C.  R. 
Tichborne  will  deliver  an  address  on  "The  New  Pharraa- 
copceia"  (illustrated  by  some  experiments).  The  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin  and  the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  have  signified  their  intention  of  being  present. 

Tuesday,  November  1. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Social  evening 
at  Great  Northern  Victoria  Hotel. 

Wednesday,  November  2. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 

W.C.    Council  meeting  at  1L  a.m. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin.    Council  meeting  at  3  p.m. 

Thursday,  November  3. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 

9  p.m.    Short  papers  by  members. 
Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Birmingham.  Inaugural 

meeting.    Mr.  G.  C.  Druce,  M.A.,  will  give  an  address. 
Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union.    Opening  of  winter  session. 

A  hot  supper  will  be  provided  at  Clarendon  Rooms,  Granby 

Street,  at   8.30  p.m.,  Mr.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  in  the  chair. 

Tickets,  2s.  Qd.  each,  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Goodess, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  Papers  to  be 
read: — "  A  Determination  of  the  Equivalent  of  Cyanogen," 
by  Mr.  G.  Dean  ;  "  Note  on  the  Action  of  Light  on  Platinum, 
Gold,  and  Silver  Chlorides,"  by  Mr.  E.  Sonstadt ;  "  Methane- 
trisulphonic  Acid,"  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Bagnall ;  "A  Composite 
Sodium-chlorate  Crystal  in  which  the  Twin  Law  is  not 
Followed,"  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  ;  "  On  the  Composition  of 
American  Petroleum,"  by  Dr.  S.  Young  ;  "  On  the  Separation 
of  Normal  and  Iso-heptane  from  American  Petroleum,"  by 
Drs.  F.  E.  Francis  and  S.  Young ;  "  On  the  Boiling-points 
and  Specific  Gravities  of  Mixtures  of  Benzene  and  Normal 
Hexane,"  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Jackson  and  Dr.  S.  Young ;  "  On  the 
Action  of  Fuming  Nitric  Acid  on  the  Paraffins  and  Other 
Hydrocarbons,"  by  Drs.  F.  E.  Francis  and  S.  Young. 


Chemical  Society. — Banquet  to  Past  Presidents  will  be  given 
at  Hcjtel  Me'tropole  on  Friday,  November  11.  Tickets,  1/.  Is. 
each,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Assistant- Secretary,  Burlington 
House,  W. 

The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  students  of  the  Metropolitan 
College  of  Pharmacy  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
Saturday,  November  26.  After  the  dinner  medals  and  certificates 
will  be  distributed  to  the  successful  students. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch). — Dr.  Ralph  Stockman,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  will  open  the  session 
on  Wednesday,  November  23,  with  a  lecture  on  "  Arrow-poisons." 
The  evening  meetings  will  be  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
each  month  following. 


Another  Scotch  Patent-food  Case. — In  the  City  of 
London  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Deputy  Judge  Pitt- 
Lewis,  Q.C.,  Buchanan,  Sons  &  Foster  (Limited),  Scotch 
patent-food  manufacturers,  275  Strand,  W.C.  sued  John 
Pitman,  8  Deodar  Terrace,  Putney  Bridge  Road,  for  1/.  2s. 
for  infants'  food  supplied  to  him.  The  defendant  said  the 
plaintiffs'  representative  called  upon  him  and  asked  him  to 
become  an  agent  for  the  goods  in  his  district,  and  told  him 
that  nobody  else  would  be  appointed  near  him.  He  stipu- 
lated that  the  goods  were  to  be  supplied  on  sale  or  return. 
The  plaintiffs'  solicitor  said  they  did  not  supply  the  goods  on 
sale  or  return.  When  he  found  he  was  expected  to  pay  he 
returned  the  goods,  but  the  plaintiffs  would  not  accept  them. 
The  Deputy  Judge  said  the  plaintiffs  had  not  thought  fit  to 
bring  their  traveller  there,  and  the  defendant's  statement 
was  uncontradicted.  There  must  be  judgment  for  the 
defendant. 


